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REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.INTRODUCTION
With a long history of creating events & destinations that draw With a long history of creating events & destinations that draw 
visitors on a regional and national level, the City of Mesquite is a visitors on a regional and national level, the City of Mesquite is a 
well-established community in the North Texas region. For decades, well-established community in the North Texas region. For decades, 
City leaders have been committed to supporting a high standard City leaders have been committed to supporting a high standard 
for offering recreation opportunities, parks, trails, and open space for offering recreation opportunities, parks, trails, and open space 
for its residents. This has resulted in the well-established system we for its residents. This has resulted in the well-established system we 
see today that includes a strong balance of both active and passive see today that includes a strong balance of both active and passive 
recreation including aquatics, athletics, trails, and a variety of recreation including aquatics, athletics, trails, and a variety of 
indoor recreation for all ages, as shown on the next page. indoor recreation for all ages, as shown on the next page. 

To enforce this commitment, address the dynamics of its growing To enforce this commitment, address the dynamics of its growing 
community, and stay current with the evolving needs of its citizens, community, and stay current with the evolving needs of its citizens, 
the City of Mesquite has undertaken its first Parks, Recreation and the City of Mesquite has undertaken its first Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Master Plan since 2000. The design team comprised Open Space Master Plan since 2000. The design team comprised 
of Dunaway Associates, National Service Research and PROS of Dunaway Associates, National Service Research and PROS 
Consulting were commissioned to prepare a full evaluation of the Consulting were commissioned to prepare a full evaluation of the 
current park system with recommendations for the next ten years. current park system with recommendations for the next ten years. 
The team established a comprehensive process that involved City The team established a comprehensive process that involved City 
leaders, City staff, citizens, and an Advisory Committee to work leaders, City staff, citizens, and an Advisory Committee to work 
together during the overall master planning process. together during the overall master planning process. 

In preparing this plan, some of the key goals that served as In preparing this plan, some of the key goals that served as 
guiding principles throughout the process include:guiding principles throughout the process include:

•	•	 Involve the Community & UsersInvolve the Community & Users

•	•	 Tie recommendations to Community Needs, wants, expectations & Industry TrendsTie recommendations to Community Needs, wants, expectations & Industry Trends

•	•	 Consider appropriate financial abilities & phased implementationConsider appropriate financial abilities & phased implementation

•	•	 Provide flexibility: the Plan provides guidance for decision -makingProvide flexibility: the Plan provides guidance for decision -making

To ensure that these goals were addressed, the design team worked closely with an Advisory To ensure that these goals were addressed, the design team worked closely with an Advisory 
Committee through key steps of the planning process. They also helped facilitate communication Committee through key steps of the planning process. They also helped facilitate communication 
between City staff, leaders & citizens, and served as a sounding board for direction and input during between City staff, leaders & citizens, and served as a sounding board for direction and input during 
the process.the process.

ASK
LISTEN

RESPOND
ENGAGE + STAY 

CONNECTED
GAIN CONSENSUS 

+ SUPPORT
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OVERVIEW OF EXISTING PARK SYSTEM

Existing Park Land Acreage in Mesquite

362.75 Neighborhood Park

542.27 Community Park

458 Metropolitan

24.12 Special Purpose

415.96 Linear Parks & Open Space

1,803.1 Total Acres

Existing Facilities in Mesquite

Aquatic Facilities 3

Athletic 
Complexes 9

Athletic Practice 
Facilities 2

Disc Golf 
Courses 3

Dog Parks 2

Golf Courses 1

Pavilions 12

Picnic Shelters 8

Playgrounds 42

Recreation 
Centers 5

Reservation 
Facilities 2

Senior Centers 3

Tennis Courts 21

Trails 18.5 miles
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USE OF THE MASTER PLAN
This Master Plan provides guidance for upgrades and growth of the components of the current This Master Plan provides guidance for upgrades and growth of the components of the current 
park system, creates a vision for new facilities, and allows flexibility to work within current funding park system, creates a vision for new facilities, and allows flexibility to work within current funding 
abilities for the next ten year period. To support future grant applications and supplemental abilities for the next ten year period. To support future grant applications and supplemental 
funding opportunities, the format and process of this plan has been coordinated with the Texas funding opportunities, the format and process of this plan has been coordinated with the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department Master Plan Guidelines as well as other industry requirements. Parks & Wildlife Department Master Plan Guidelines as well as other industry requirements. 

Each section addresses a key step in the overall planning process. Section 2 overviews the Each section addresses a key step in the overall planning process. Section 2 overviews the 
methodology and team approach to producing the plan. Section 3 includes a comprehensive methodology and team approach to producing the plan. Section 3 includes a comprehensive 
inventory of existing parks, recreational facilities, and other park system amenities. This also inventory of existing parks, recreational facilities, and other park system amenities. This also 
includes a high-level conditions assessment of facilities to help staff evaluate life cycle and needs includes a high-level conditions assessment of facilities to help staff evaluate life cycle and needs 
at each location. Section 4 documents City population and demographic information helping at each location. Section 4 documents City population and demographic information helping 
form a picture of current park system users that can be applied to fulfilling needs and demands form a picture of current park system users that can be applied to fulfilling needs and demands 
of the community. Section 5 provides benchmark information on comparable peer cities with of the community. Section 5 provides benchmark information on comparable peer cities with 
Mesquite. Section 6 includes a review of park industry standards and comparisons to the current Mesquite. Section 6 includes a review of park industry standards and comparisons to the current 
park system. Section 7 documents the results of the needs assessment and public involvement park system. Section 7 documents the results of the needs assessment and public involvement 
process.  Sections 8 & 9 report recommendations for recreational programming and maintenance process.  Sections 8 & 9 report recommendations for recreational programming and maintenance 
operations for maximized efficiency in these facets of park system management. Sections 10 & 11 operations for maximized efficiency in these facets of park system management. Sections 10 & 11 
outline ranked facility priorities as well as locations for improvements, upgrades, and other park outline ranked facility priorities as well as locations for improvements, upgrades, and other park 
system improvements. These include recommendations and implementation guidelines including system improvements. These include recommendations and implementation guidelines including 
potential funding sources for identified priorities.potential funding sources for identified priorities.

As stated, this plan is intended to serve as a strategic tool for fiscal planning and development of As stated, this plan is intended to serve as a strategic tool for fiscal planning and development of 
Mesquite’s park system over the next decade. Annual reviews of the Master Plan are important Mesquite’s park system over the next decade. Annual reviews of the Master Plan are important 
to ensure that the implementation is on course. This will also allow City staff and City leaders to to ensure that the implementation is on course. This will also allow City staff and City leaders to 
address specific changes in priorities and/or special needs that may arise. The initiatives in this address specific changes in priorities and/or special needs that may arise. The initiatives in this 
plan, with the flexibility of periodic review, will allow Mesquite to advance its current commitment plan, with the flexibility of periodic review, will allow Mesquite to advance its current commitment 
to maintaining and developing a vibrant, current park system for generations to come.to maintaining and developing a vibrant, current park system for generations to come.
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Throughout the master planning process, the Dunaway team worked closely with City staff and City 
leaders who had input at several key meetings to help guide the process and gain consensus for the 
initial findings. The Master Plan was prepared using a two-phase planning process. Phase I focused 
on the Inventory and Needs. Phase II involved recommendations, implementations, & preparation of 
the Master Plan document. A detailed outline of the process is as follows:

PHASE I - INVENTORY & NEEDS
TASK 1 - Data Collection & Base MappingTASK 1 - Data Collection & Base Mapping
The team prepared a base map from the GIS data provided by the City. The base map illustrated 
information such as existing park sites, schools, trail network, City facilities, drainage corridors, 
streets, etc.

TASK 2 - Inventory & Supply AnalysisTASK 2 - Inventory & Supply Analysis
The team was provided a current inventory of the entire park system. Team members and City 
staff performed a tour of the existing parks and recreational facilities available throughout the 
City. Each site was documented for its existing conditions and amenities. 

TASK 3 - Population & Demographic TrendsTASK 3 - Population & Demographic Trends
The team obtained the latest updates of demographic and population data from City staff. This 
included factors of population, race, housing, employment, income, and future growth.  

TASK 4 - Benchmark AnalysisTASK 4 - Benchmark Analysis
The team worked with City staff to select peer cities in Texas to benchmarked. Key information 
was obtained by each park system including: acreage of parks and open spaces, specialty park 
facilities, recreational facilities, park programming, and current uses. A comparison analysis was 
then made to indicate Mesquite's consistency compared to the benchmark cities.

TASK 5 - Standards AnalysisTASK 5 - Standards Analysis
The team utilized some of the published recommendations by the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA), as well as local DFW guidelines, for evaluating standards for both park 
acreages and facilities. 

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.METHODOLOGY
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TASK 6 - Recreation Program AnalysisTASK 6 - Recreation Program Analysis
PROS conducted a recreation program positioning analysis based on current programs offered 
and possible areas for program enhancements. Analysis includes age segment distribution, life-
cycle analysis, core program analysis and development, similar provider analysis / duplication of 
service, market position and marketing analysis, and review of program development process.

TASK 7 - Maintenance Operations AnalysisTASK 7 - Maintenance Operations Analysis
A maintenance analysis will be conducted by PROS to review staffing, responsibilities, efficiency, 
and sustainability. Recommendations will be made for routine and preventative maintenance 
programs, work management, asset life cycles management, customer feedback, program, 
performance measures, staffing levels, and equipment managements. 

TASK 8 - Public Input & Needs AssessmentTASK 8 - Public Input & Needs Assessment
With National Service Research leading this effort, a series of steps were utilized to determine 
the park and recreation needs of the community. This included multiple visioning sessions with 
Mesquite citizens, and then an online survey through the City’s website. From the feedback, the 
team was able to quantify the specific needs or desires of the citizens. 

TASK 6 - Priority RankingsTASK 6 - Priority Rankings
The team developed a priority criteria system for ranking high, moderate, and low priority needs. 
From these criteria, a weighted priority ranking was established based upon input from the Citizen 
Survey, City Council, City staff, and Dunaway team.

TASK 7 - Action PlanTASK 7 - Action Plan
The team prepared specific recommendations in an Action Plan that outlines renovations and 
new development of parks and recreational facilities to meet current and future needs within the 
community.

TASK 8 - Implementation PlanTASK 8 - Implementation Plan
An Implementation Plan was developed for projected costs within the Action Plan. This included 
funding recommendations that could be utilized over the next 10 years.

TASK 9 -  Preliminary Master PlanTASK 9 -  Preliminary Master Plan
The team prepared the Preliminary Park Master Plan document outlining the entire process, 
findings, and recommendations. This included preparing exhibits/maps for the items 
recommended with the Action Plan.

TASK 10 - Final Master PlanTASK 10 - Final Master Plan
The team prepared the Final Master Plan document. This task included final presentations to the 
City Council.
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Utilizing information provided by City staff, a complete inventory of existing parks, recreation 
facilities, and open spaces that the City owns or operates was compiled. From this inventory, 
Dunaway toured and photographed each park site in Mesquite. Acreage and amenity inventories 
for each of the City-owned parks were provided to Dunaway.  The following pages provide a 
summary inventory of the existing parks and recreational facilities within the City including park 
location, size, and list of amenities per park. (See page 113 for full park map.)

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.INVENTORY
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ACHZIGER PARK

LOCATION:
4401  Hidden Creek Ln.

ACRES:
6.62

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.36 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Full) - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 3
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1

RIDGE RANCH RD

H
ID

D
EN
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R

EEK D
R

TRAILSID
E D

R

COUNTRYSIDE D
R
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AMERICANA TRAILHE AD

LOCATION:
1299 Americana Ln.

ACRES:
1.06

CLASSIFICATION:
Trailhead

AMENITIES:
•	 Trailhead / Rest Stop
•	 Trail Length - 4.25 miles

AM
ERIC

ANA LN

TOWNE CENTRE DR

M
ESQUITE HERITAGE TRAIL
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AMERICANA LN

BRANCH HOLLOW DR

AUSTIN SCHOOL PARK

LOCATION:
405 Americana Ln.

ACRES:
6.89

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.13 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1 
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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BE ASLE Y PARK

GREEN CANYON DR

BROWNFIELD DR

V
IA
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EL N

O
RTE
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E 
TRAIL

LOCATION:
919 Green Canyon Dr.

ACRES:
16.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.49 miles 
•	 Pond - 0.38 ac
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 2
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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BILL BL ACK WOOD PARK

BAKER DR

EASTBROOK DR

CATALINA DR

PARKSID
E D

R

LOCATION:
2321 Baker St.

ACRES:
6.5

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.66 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 8
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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BRANDY STATION

FA
IT

H
O

N
 P

 L
U

C
A

S 
BL

V
D

DEER HOLLOW
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R

CLAY MATHIS RD

LOCATION:
1919 Brandy Station Dr.

ACRES:
17.57

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.54 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1 
•	 Picnic Tables - 8
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1

BRANDY STATION DR
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BRICK YARD CEME TERY 

LOCATION:
N. Peachtree Rd.

ACRES:
4.16

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

N
O

RT
H

 P
EA

C
H

TR
EE

 R
D

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
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BRUTON PARK

LOCATION:
1407 Majors Dr.

ACRES:
24.97

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Pond - 1.63 ac

W CARTWRIGHT RD

S MESQUITE CREEK
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BRUTON SPORTS COMPLE X

W CARTWRIGHT RD

S MESQUITE CREEK

HILLTOP DR

LOCATION:
717 W. Cartwright Rd.

ACRES:
14.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.24 miles
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Multi-Use Field (Lighted) - 4

•	 Soccer Fields - 4
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 22

CANNADAY SCHOOL PARK

IN
D

EPEN
D

EN
C

E D
R

AMERICANA LN

CHISOLM TRAIL

LA
R

ED
O

 LN

LOCATION:
2625 Chisholm Tr.

ACRES:
4.9

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.29 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1 
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Futsal Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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CAYMAN ESTATES

LOCATION:
900 Parkwood Tr.

ACRES:
26.74

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.16 miles

EAST GLEN BLVD

PA
R

K
W

O
O

D
 TR

A
IL

NEWSON RD

SHORELINE DR



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 24

CIT Y L AKE AQUATIC CENTER 

LOCATION:
200 Parkview St.

ACRES:
2.73

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

AMENITIES:
•	 Pool Facility - 1
•	 Restroom - 1

PARKVIEW ST

LA
K

ESID
E D

R
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CIT Y L AKE PARK  

S G
A

LLO
W

AY
 A

V
E

HOLLY PARK DR

S EB
R

ITE ST

W GROSS ST

LOCATION:
210 Parkview St.

ACRES:
11.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.48 miles 
•	 Pond - 4.46 ac
•	 Fishing Piers - 2
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 10
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Drinking Fountains - 3
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CL AY MATHIS PARK

N MESQUITE CREEK

CLAY MATHIS RD

FAITHON P LUCAS SR BLVD

LOCATION:
2181 Clay Mathis Rd.

ACRES:
20.88

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.25 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Spraypad - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Court - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 7
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Restroom Building - 1
•	 Volleyball Court (Sand) - 1
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DEBUSK PARK

N PEACHTREE RD

SOUTH PKWY

S MESQUITE CREEK

LOCATION:
N. Peachtree Rd.

ACRES:
42.52

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 14
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Disc Golf - 9 holes
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DUNFORD RECRE ATION CENTER

LOCATION:
Green Canyon Dr.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
16,878 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1986

AMENITIES:
•	 Gym - 1
•	 Meeting Rooms - 3
•	 Fitness Room - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2

N GALLOW
Y AVE

GREEN CANYON DR

M
ES

Q
U

IT
E 

H
ER

IT
AG

E 
TR

AIL
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E ASTFIELD SOCCER COMPLE X

LA
 PR

A
D

A
 D

R

CAROL BROWN RD

RO
BERT A

G
U

ERO
 D

R

LOCATION:
3737 Motley Dr.

ACRES:
30.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Soccer Fields - 34
•	 Soccer Fields (Lighted) - 5
•	 Concession Building - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
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EVANS BASEBALL PRAC TICE FIELDS 

LOCATION:
480 Gross Rd.

ACRES:
19.92

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Clay Practice Fields - 4

HILLCREST ST

GROSS RD

LEE ST
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EVANS PARK

HILLCREST ST

GROSS RD

LEE ST

LOCATION:
1116 Hillcrest St.

ACRES:
26.25

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Clay Practice Fields - 2
•	 Multi-Use Field (Lighted) - 1

•	 Baseball Field - 1
•	 Football Field - 1

•	 Open Playfield - 2
•	 Concession Building - 1
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EVANS RECRE ATION AND SENIOR CENTER

LOCATION:
1116 Hillcrest St.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
24,624 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1966

AMENITIES:
•	 Gym - 1
•	 Meeting Rooms - 4
•	 Fitness Rooms - 1
•	 Restrooms - 4
•	 Kitchen - 1

HILLCREST ST

GROSS RD
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FLORENCE HISTORICAL HOUSE

LOCATION:
1424 Barnes Bridge Rd.

ACRES:
4.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Historic Buildings

BARNES BRDIGE RD

SEED
LIN

G
 LN

PEA
R

 TR
A

IL
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FLORENCE RECRE ATION CENTER

G
LEN

EA
G

LE ST

W
HITSON W

AY

LETA WAY

LOCATION:
2501 Whitson Way

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
24,400 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1966

AMENITIES:
•	 Gym - 1
•	 Meeting Rooms - 4
•	 Fitness Room - 1
•	 Restrooms - 5
•	 Shower Facility - 1
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FLORENCE SCHOOL PARK

G
LEN

EA
G

LE ST

W
HITSON W

AY LETA WAY

OATES D
R

LOCATION:
4600 Ashwood Dr.

ACRES:
9.70

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.35 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 2
•	 Football Field - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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FREEDOM PARK

LOCATION:
1527 N Galloway Ave.

ACRES:
1.25

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Memorial - 1

N GALLOW
AY AVE

SUM
M

IT ST

CREST PARK DR
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FRONT STREE T STATION

TEXAS ST

W FRONT ST

W HWY 352

LOCATION:
100 W. Front St.

ACRES:
0.5

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Event Space - 1
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GALLOWAY PARK

SPICEBERRY LN

C
LA

RY
 D

R

MILITARY PKWY

CANDLEBERRY DR

LOCATION:
2929 Candleberry Dr.

ACRES:
6.5

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 3
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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GENTRY SCHOOL PARK

TWIN OAKS DR

CEDAR TRAILLOCATION:
1903 Twin Oaks Dr.

ACRES:
8.35

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.4 miles
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Court - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
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GOODBAR CENTER AND SENIOR CENTER

CONCORD D
R

STEPHENS GREEN DR

EM
ERALD D

R

LOCATION:
3000 Concord Dr.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
11,310 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1985

AMENITIES:
•	 Gym - 1
•	 Meeting Rooms - 2
•	 Kitchen - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
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HANBY PARK

LEE ST

C
A

SC
A

D
E ST

W GRUBB DR

W
ILLOW

BROOK D
R

LOCATION:
912 Cascade St.

ACRES:
3.6

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Baseball Field - 2
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 2
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 2
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HERITAGE SQUARE

W HWY 352

E HWY 352

LA
N

C
A

ST
ER

 A
V

E

G
IB

SO
N

 S
T

LOCATION:
223 W. Davis St.

ACRES:
0.14

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use
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HODGES PARK

W CARTWRIGHT RD

S BELTLIN
E RD

LOCATION:
200 W. Cartwright Rd.

ACRES:
10.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.11 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 2
•	 Picnic Tables - 8
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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KIDSQUEST PL AYGROUND - DEBUSK PARK

LOCATION:
1625 Gross Rd.

ACRES:
16.77

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 1.44 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 6

GROSS RD

LONE STAR BAPTIST COLLEGE
PARKSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
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KIMBALL SCHOOL PARK

LOCATION:
1600 Brazoria Dr.

ACRES:
4.5

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1

UVALDE  ST

BRAZORIA DR

C
O

RYELL W
AY
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KIMBROUGH ATHLE TIC COMPLE X

N GALLOW
AY AVE

M
ES

Q
U

IT
E 

H
ER

IT
AG

E 
TR

AIL

DEVONSHIR
E LN

LOCATION:
3816 N. Galloway Ave.

ACRES:
9.7

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 2
•	 Restroom - 1



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 47

L AKESIDE CENTER 

W GROSS ST

HOLLY PARK DR

LOCATION:
101 Holley Park St.

CLASSIFICATION:
Reservation Facility

SIZE:
5,520 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1961

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Meeting Room
•	 Catering Kitchen
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L ATIMORE PARK

N BRYAN AVE

N
 B

RY
A

N
-B

EL
TI

N
E 

R
D

LOCATION:
1025 N. Bryan Ave.

ACRES:
0.48

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Basketball Court - 1
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Picnic Table - 1
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L AWRENCE SCHOOL PARK

1-30

RICHMAN  DR

M
O

D
LIN

 ST
LOCATION:
3200 Rockne Ln.

ACRES:
5.4

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Court- 1
•	 Tennis Court - 1
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MCKENZIE PARK

KENSINGTON DR

EM
ERALD D

R

CONCORD D
R

LOCATION:
3535 Stephens Green

ACRES:
4.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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MCWHORTER PARK

MC WHORTER DR

SPR
IN

G
 LA

K
E D

R

WOODCREST DR

W BRUTON RD

LOCATION:
1250 Savage Dr.

ACRES:
17.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.31 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Futsal Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 6
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Skate Pad - 1
•	 Drinking Fountains - 2
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MESQUITE SOF TBALL COMPLE X

M
CKENZIE RD

M
ERCURY RD

FAITHON P LUCAS SR BLVD

LOCATION:
1717 McKenzie Rd.

ACRES:
304.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Metropolitan

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Softball Fields (Lighted) - 4
•	 Picnic Tables - 6
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Concession Stand - 1
•	 Batting Cages - 3
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 53

MOSS PARK

NEW MARKET RD

C
H

R
ISTA

 D
R

CHELSEA DR

LOCATION:
1208 New Market Rd.

ACRES:
5.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Court Full - 1
•	 Tennis Court - 1
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MOTLE Y PARK

M
O

TLEY
 D

R

MOON DR

LOCATION:
4000 Moon Dr.

ACRES:
6.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Futsal Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Volleyball Court - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 3
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MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE

NORTHWEST DR
I-30

LOCATION:
825 N. Hwy 67 (I30)

ACRES:
154.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Metropolitan

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 18 Holes
•	 Pro Shop
•	 Food Court
•	 Driving Range
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LOCATION:
701 E. Kearney St.

ACRES:
13.74

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Historical Buildings - 6

OPAL L AWRENCE HISTORICAL HOUSE

E KEARNEY ST

JOHN PETER WAY
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PALOS VERDES L AKE PARK

NORTHWEST DR

MESQUITE HERITAGE TRAIL

O
LY

M
PI

A
 D

R

COURTLAND DR

LOCATION:
4800 Olympia Dr.

ACRES:
16.11

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.58 miles 
•	 Pond - 3.88 ac
•	 Fishing Pier - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Workout Equipment - Y
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PARK WOOD PARK

PA
R

K
W

O
O

D
 T

R
A

IL

PARKDALE DR

CHAPMAN DR

LOCATION:
912 Parkwood Tr.

ACRES:
25.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.24 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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PASCHALL PARK

I-635

NEW MARKET RD

HWY 352

LOCATION:
1001 New Market Rd.

ACRES:
64.7

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.4 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Multi-Use Field (Lighted) - 4

•	 	Baseball Field - 4
•	 Football Field - 2

•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Restrooms - 4
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 8
•	 Disc Golf - 18 holes
•	 Drinking Fountains - 2
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PIRRUNG PARK

CREEK C
ROSSIN

G RD

CREEK VALLEY RD

LOCATION:
1500 Creek Valley Rd.

ACRES:
6.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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PORTER SCHOOL PARK

VIA AVENIDA

V
IA

 V
EN

TU
R

A

MESQUITE H
ERITAG

E 
TR

A
ILLOCATION:

517 Via Avenida

ACRES:
8.1

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.24 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 6
•	 Disc Golf - 9 holes
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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PRITCHE T T PROPERT Y

LOCATION:
Short Ct.

ACRES:
10.34

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.34 miles

W CARTWRIGHT RD

PAU
LA LN
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RANGE PARK

BAMBOO ST

EMERALD DR

BAHAMAS DR

LOCATION:
2600 Bamboo St.

ACRES:
6.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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RORIE-GALLOWAY DAY CAMP

LAW
SON RD

E CARTW
RIGHT RD

LOCATION:
3100 Lawson Rd.

ACRES:
100.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Pond - 6.63 ac
•	 Fishing Pier - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 17
•	 Pavilion - 1 
•	 Ropes Course - 1
•	 Basketball Court Full - 1
•	 Trail Length - 0.84 miles
•	 Volleyball Court - 1
•	 Zip Line - 1
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RUGEL PARK

LOCATION:
2701 Sybil Dr.

ACRES:
7.1

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Volleyball Court - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1 

SOUTH PKWY

H
ER

M
IT

A
G

E 
D

R

SYBIL D
R
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RUTHERFORD PARK

RUTHERFORD DR

SIERRA DR

C
O

V
IN

G
TO

N
 D

R

LOCATION:
1600 Sierra Dr.

ACRES:
8.2

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 2
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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RUTHERFORD RECRE ATION AND SENIOR CENTER 

RUTHERFORD DR

SIERRA DR

C
O

V
IN

G
TO

N
 D

R

LOCATION:
900 Rutherford Dr.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
22,300 sq. ft.

CONSTRUCTED:
1988

AMENITIES:
•	 Meeting Rooms - 6
•	 Gymnasiums - 2
•	 Restrooms - 6
•	 Kitchen - 1
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SE ABOURN PARK

SANDY LN

FIELD
IN

G
 D

R

PICADILLY BLVD

LOCATION:
2301 Picadilly Blvd.

ACRES:
7.6

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 1
•	 Tennis Court - 1
•	 Football Field - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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SHANDS PARK

CARIBBEAN DR

SHANDS D
R

LA PRADA DRLOCATION:
4800 Caribbean Dr.

ACRES:
6.9

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Basketball Full Court - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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SHAW SCHOOL PARK

WILDFLOWER LN

E GRUBB DR

SUMNER DR

PU
R

PL
E 

SA
G

E 
TR

A
IL

LOCATION:
707 Purple Sage Tr.

ACRES:
6.89

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Basketball Half Court - 2
•	 Tennis Court - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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SMITH SCHOOL PARK

M
ESQUITE VALLEY RD

CANTURA D
R

BJ SMITH
ELEMENTARY

LOCATION:
2350 Mesquite Valley Rd.

ACRES:
7.5

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Lighted Court Area:

•	 Roller Hockey -  1
•	 Basketball - 2

•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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TRAVIS WILLIAMS ATHLE TIC COMPLE X

NEW MARKET RD

LYN
D

O
N

 B JO
H

N
SO

N
 FW

Y

I-635

W CARTWRIGHT RD

LOCATION:
1005 New Market Rd.

ACRES:
45.72

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.44 miles
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Softball Field (Lighted) - 3
•	 Concession Building - 1
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THOMPSON SCHOOL PARK

HELEN LN

EDW
ARDS C

HURCH RD

PARK VALLEY DR

LOCATION:
2525 Helen Ln.

ACRES:
5.83

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Lighted Court Area:

•	 Roller Hockey -  1
•	 Basketball - 2

•	 Picnic Tables - 2
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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TOSCH PARK

RUSTOW
N DR

LA
RC

H
M

O
NT D

R

MOTLEY DR

LOCATION:
2424 Larchmont Dr.

ACRES:
9.7

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 2
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) -1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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TOWN E AST - LE ASH FREE ZONE 

LOCATION:
2724 Town East Blvd.

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Dog Park - 1 Acre
•	 Agility Course - 2
•	 Shade
•	 Benches - 2
•	 Agility Amenities
•	 Drinking Fountains - 2

N TOW
N E BLVD

JOHN GLEN PKW
Y
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TOWN E AST PARK

E TOW
N E BLVD

G
U

S TH
O

M
A

SSO
N

 R
D

RUSTOW
N DR

LOCATION:
2724 Town East Blvd.

ACRES:
29.14

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 1.2 miles 
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Volleyball Court (Lighted)(Sand) - 2
•	 Picnic Tables - 15
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
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TOWN E AST POOL

LOCATION:
2525 Johm Glen Pkwy.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

AMENITIES:
•	 Pool Facility - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Pavilions - 2

JOHN GLEN PKW
Y

ANDERS D
R

PARKHURST DR
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TRUMAN HEIGHTS

LOCATION:
2008 Stephenson Dr.

ACRES:
0.28

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.06 miles

U.S. 80

STEPHENSON D
R

HILLVIEW
 D

R
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VALLE Y CREEK GREENBELT

LOCATION:
Pioneer @ Springmills

ACRES:
13.72

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space/Linear

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 1.14 miles

PIO
NEER RD

S BELTLIN
E R

D

W
ILK

IN
SO

N
 R

D
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VALLE Y CREEK PARK / HUBERT TERRY COMPLE X

PIO
NEER RD

W
ILIN

SO
N

 R
D

SOUTH MESQUITE CREEK

LOCATION:
2482 Pioneer Rd.

ACRES:
88.21

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Ponds - 8.5 / 2.6 ac 
•	 Fishing Pier - 1
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 4
•	 Football Field - 3
•	 Picnic Tables - 6
•	 Pavilion - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 2
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VANSTON PARK

OATES D
R

SARAZEN DR

FOREST DR

LOCATION:
2913 Oates Dr.

ACRES:
13.9

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Baseball Field (Lighted) - 2
•	 Basketball Court (Lighted) - 1
•	 Concession Building - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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VANSTON POOL 

LOCATION:
2913 Oates Dr.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

AMENITIES:
•	 Pool Facility - 1
•	 Restrooms - 2
•	 Pavilion - 1

OATES D
R

ASTOR RD
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VE TERANS MEMORIAL

HOLLEY PARK D
R

S G
A

LLO
W

AY
 A

V
E

W HOLLEY ST

LOCATION:
425 S. Galloway Ave.

CLASSIFICATION:
Special Use

AMENITIES:
•	 Memorial Monuments
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WESTL AKE HOUSE 

LOCATION:
421 Gross Rd.

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

SIZE:
3,000 sq. ft.

DONATED TO CITY:
1986

AMENITIES:
•	 Restrooms - 1
•	 Kitchen
•	 Rental Rooms - 3
•	 Gazebo

GROSS RD

WESTLAKE SPORTS 
CENTER

WESTLAKE PARK
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WESTL AKE PARK

GROSS RD

W
 KEARNEY ST

HWY 352

WESTLAKE SPORTS 
CENTER

LOCATION:
600 Gross Rd.

ACRES:
31.03

CLASSIFICATION:
Community

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.18 miles 
•	 Pond - 0.91 ac
•	 Picnic Tables - 3
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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WESTL AKE SPORTS CENTER 

GROSS RD

WESTLAKE PARK

HWY 352

LOCATION:
600 Gross Rd.

ACRES:
12.38

CLASSIFICATION:
Recreation Facility

AMENITIES:
•	 Tennis Court (Indoor) - 3
•	 Tennis Court (Lighted) - 6
•	 Pickleball Courts (Lighted) - 4
•	 Archery Range - 1 
•	 Picnic Tables - 4
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
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WESTOVER GREENBELT

LOCATION:
S. Parkway & Sybil

ACRES:
33.72

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space / Linear Park

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 1.3 miles 
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Practice Backstop - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 8
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1 

U.S. 380

G
RO

SS RD

S TOW
N E BLVD
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WESTOVER PARK

S TOW
N E BLVD

FORNEY AVE

SOUTH PKW
Y

LOCATION:
S. Parkway & Forney Ave.

ACRES:
15.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Clay Practice Field - 1
•	 Picnic Tables - 4
•	 Picnic Shelter - 1
•	 Drinking Fountain - 1
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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WILDFLOWER PARK (PARK VIEW #3)

W
ILDFLO

W
ER LN

DALLAS COUNTY
OPEN SPACE

LOCATION:
900 Wildflower Ln.

ACRES:
5.58

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Pond - 0.96 ac
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ALCOT T PARK (PL ANNED)

LOCATION:
2750 East Scyene

ACRES:
5.43 

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
•	 Leash-Free Dog Zone
•	 Playground - 1
•	 Fitness Area
•	 Open Playfield - 1
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ANDERSON PARK (PL ANNED)

LOCATION:
Emporium Square

ACRES:
14.38

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
Planned Soccer/Multi-Use Fields

N GALLOW
AY AVE

BRAZORIA DR

EMPORIUM SQUARE

KIMBALL 
SCHOOL PARK
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CREEK CROSSING #5 (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
Mesquite Valley @ Rivercrest

ACRES:
7.24

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.16 miles
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CREEK CROSSING #6 (UNDEVELOPED)

BARETTA DR

REMINGTON TRAIL

BROWNING DR

LOCATION:
Remington @ Browning

ACRES:
5.47

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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CROSS ELEMENTARY PARK (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
6425 Park Vista Dr

ACRES:
6.8

CLASSIFICATION:
Neighborhood

AMENITIES:
Planned Practice Backstop
Planned Multi-Use Field - 1
Planned Trail
Planned Multi-Use Courts
Planned Playground

PARK VISTA DRSHANNON LOOP

SHANNON LOOP

CHANTILLY RD
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COPEL AND PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

MESQUITE VALLEY RD

CREEK CROSSING RD
C

LAY M
ATH

IS RD

LOCATION:
2250 Creek Crossing Rd.

ACRES:
21.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 96

DALL AS COUNT Y OPEN SPACE (UNDEVELOPED)

G
A

RD
EN

 T
R

A
IL

WHEATFIELD DR

WILDFLOWER
PARK

W
IL

D
FL

O
W

ER
 L

N

LOCATION:
Garden Trail @  Wheatfield

ACRES:
44.95

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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E AST GLEN GREENBELT (UNDEVELOPED)

E GLEN BLVD

E SCYENE RD

NEWSOM RD

LOCATION:
1850 East Glen Blvd.

ACRES:
34.98

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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FAITHON P. LUCAS PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
Faithon P. Lucas

ACRES:
50

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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GROSS ROAD PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
Gross Rd. @ Kearney

ACRES:
12.33

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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HILLCREST @ HW Y 80 PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
Hillcrest @ E. B. Hwy 80

ACRES:
3.28

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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INDIAN TRAIL S GREENBELT (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
Blackfoot @ Quapaw Trail

ACRES:
27.86

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped

BLACKFOOT TRAIL

QUAPAW
 TRAIL
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L AMBERT PARK (UNDEVELOPED)

JA
N

E  ST

GROSS RD

NORMA DR

LOCATION:
Gross Rd. @ Rosemarie Dr.

ACRES:
1.4

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.09 miles

ROSEMARIE D
R
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LIVERPOOL TREE FARM (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
2330 Liverpool

ACRES:
6.91

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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LORRAINE PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
1229 Lorraine Ln.

ACRES:
32.0

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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MOOREMAN PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

HWY 352

LYN
D

O
N

 B JO
H

N
SO

N
 FW

Y

I-635
LOCATION:
Military Pkwy. @ I635

ACRES:
10.38

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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OAKBROOK PROPERT Y

LOCATION:
Gross Rd. @ Jane St.

ACRES:
34.7

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
•	 Trail Length - 0.14 miles

US HWY 80

JA
N

E ST

GRO
SS RD



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 107

PROC TOR-OATES PROPERT Y (UNDEVELOPED)

LOCATION:
1450 Oates Dr.

ACRES:
20.81

CLASSIFICATION:
Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped

OATES D
R

NORTHW
EST DR
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WINDING CREEK PARK (UNDEVELOPED)

S C
O

LLIN
S R

D

E KEARNEY ST

NORTH
 M

ESQ
U

ITE CREEK

LOCATION:
Kearney @ S. H. 352

ACRES:
18.13

CLASSIFICATION:
Linear Park / Open Space

AMENITIES:
Undeveloped
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Achziger Park Neighborhood 4401 Hidden Creek Ln. 6.62 0.36 1 1 1 1 3

Alcott Park Neighborhood 2750 East Scyene 5.43 1 1

Americana Trailhead Trailhead 1299 Americana Ln. 4.25

Anderson Park Neighborhood Emporium Square 14.38

Austin Park Neighborhood 405 Americana 6.89 0.13 1 1 2 1 1 2

Beasley Park Neighborhood 919 Green Canyon 16.80 1 0.49 0.38 1 2 2 1 1 2

Bill Blackwood Park Neighborhood 2321 Baker St. 6.50 0.66 1 2 1 8 1

Brandy Station Neighborhood 1919 Brandy Station 17.57 0.54 1 1 1 8 1

Brickyard Cemetery Special Use N. Peachtree Rd. 4.16

Bruton Park Community 1407 Majors Dr. 24.97 1.63

Bruton Sports Complex Community 717 W. Cartwright Rd. 14.00 0.24 1 4

Cannaday School Park Neighborhood 2625 Chisholm Tr. 4.90 0.29 1 1 2 1 1 2

Cayman Estates Open Space 900 Parkwood Tr. 26.74 0.16

City Lake Aquatic Center Recreation Facility 200 Parkview St. 2.73 1 1

City Lake Park  Neighborhood 210 Parkview St. 16.70 0.48 4.46 2 1 2 1 1 10 1

Clay Mathis Park Neighborhood 2181 Clay Mathis Rd. 20.88 0.25 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 1

Copeland Property Open Space 2250 Creek Crossing 21.00

Creek Crossing #5 Open Space Mesquite Valley @ Rivercrest 7.24 0.16

Creek Crossing #6 Open Space Remington @ Browning 5.47

Cross Elementary Park Neighborhood 6425 Park Vista Dr 6.80

Dallas County Open Space Open Space Garden Trail @ Wheatfield 44.95

DeBusk Park Community N. Peachtree Rd. 42.52 1 1 14 1 9

Dunford Recreation Center Recreation Facility Green Canyon Dr. 2

East Glen Greenbelt Open Space 1850 East Glen Blvd. 34.98
Eastfield Soccer Complex Community 3737 Motley Dr. 30.00 1 39 1
Evans Baseball Practice Center Community 480 Gross Rd. 19.92 4
Evans Park Community 1116 Hillcrest St. 26.25 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1
Evans Recreation and Senior Center Recreation Facility 1116 Hillcrest St. 4
Faithon P. Lucas Property Open Space Faithon P. Lucas 50
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Florence Historical House Special Use 1424 Barnes Bridge Rd. 4.00 1
Florence Recreation Center Recreation Facility 2501 Whitson Way 5
Florence School Park Neighborhood 4600 Ashwood Dr. 9.70 1 0.35 1 1 2 1
Freedom Park Special Use 1527 N Galloway Ave 1.25
Front Street Station Special Use 100 W. Front St. 0.50
Galloway Park Neighborhood 2929 Candleberry Dr. 6.50 1 1 1 2 1 1 3
Gentry School Park Neighborhood 1903 Twin Oaks Dr 8.35 0.40 1 1 1 2
Goodbar Center & Senior Center Recreation Facility 3000 Concord Dr. 2
Gross Road Property Open Space Gross Rd. @ Kearney 12.33
Hanby Park Neighborhood 912 Cascade St. 3.60 1 2 1 2 2 2
Heritage Square Special Use 223 W. Davis St. 0.14
Hillcrest @ Hwy 80 Property Open Space Hillcrest @ E. B. Hwy 80 3.28
Hodges Park Neighborhood 200 W. Cartwright Rd. 10.00 0.11 1 2 1 8 1
Indian Trails Greenbelt Open Space Blackfoot @ Quapaw Trail 27.86
KidsQuest Playground - DeBusk Park Neighborhood 1625 Gross Rd. 16.77 1.44 1 1 1 1 1 6 1
Kimball School Park Neighborhood 1600 Brazoria 4.50 1 1 2 1 2
Kimbrough Athletic Complex Community 3816 N. Galloway Ave. 9.70 1 2
Lakeside Center Reservation Facility 101 Holley Park St. 1
Lambert Park Open Space Gross Rd. @ Rosemarie Dr. 1.40 0.09
Latimore Park Neighborhood 1025 N. Bryan Ave. 0.48 1 1 1 1
Lawrence School Park Neighborhood 3200 Rockne Ln. 5.40 1 1 1 1 1
Liverpool Tree Farm Open Space 2300 Liverpool 6.91
Lorraine Property Open Space 1229 Lorraine Ln. 32.00
McKenzie Park Neighborhood 3535 Stephens Green 4.80 1 1 1 2 1 2
McWhorter Park Neighborhood 1250 Savage Dr 17.00 0.31 1 1 1 1 6 1
Mesquite Softball Complex Metropolitan 1717 McKenzie Rd. 304.00 1 2 4 6 1 1
Mooreman Property Open Space Military Pkwy @ I635 10.38
Moss Park Neighborhood 1208 New Market Rd. 5.00 1 1 1 1
Motley Park Neighborhood 4000 Moon Dr. 6.00 1 1 1 2 1 1 3
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Municipal Golf Course Metropolitan 825 N. Hwy 67 (I30) 154.00 2
Oakbrook Property Open Space Gross Rd. @ Jane St. 34.70 0.14
Opal Lawrence Historical House Special Use 701 E. Kearney St. 13.74 2
Palos Verdes Lake Park Community 4800 Olympia Dr. 16.11 0.58 3.88 2 1 Y
Parkwood Park Neighborhood 912 Parkwood Tr. 25 0.24 1 1
Paschall Park Community 1001 New Market Rd. 64.70 0.40 1 4 4 2 1 8 1 18
Pirrung Park Neighborhood 1500 Creek Valley Rd. 6.00 1 1 2 1 1 2
Porter School Park Neighborhood 517 Via Avenida 8.10 0.24 1 1 2 1 6 9
Pritchett Property Open Space Short Ct. 10.34 0.34
Proctor-Oates Property Open Space 1450 Oates Dr. 20.81
Range Park Neighborhood 2600 Bamboo St. 6.80 1 1 1 2 1 2 1
Rorie-Galloway Day Camp Community 3100 Lawson Rd. 100.00 6.63 1 1 1 1 1 17 1
Rugel Park Neighborhood 2701 Sybil Dr. 7.10 1 1 1 1 1 1
Rutherford Park Neighborhood 1600 Sierra Dr. 8.20 1 1 1 2 1
Rutherford Recreation & Senior Center Recreation Facility 900 Rutherford Dr. 6
Seabourn School Park Neighborhood 2301 Picadilly Blvd. 7.60 1 1 1 1 1 1
Shands Park Neighborhood 4800 Caribbean Dr. 6.90 1 1 1 1 1 1
Shaw School Park* Neighborhood 707 Purple Sage Tr. 6.89 1 1 1 2 1 1
Smith School Park Neighborhood 2350 Mesquite Valley Rd. 7.50 1 1 1 2 1 2
Travis Williams Athletic Complex Community 1005 New Market Rd. 45.72 0.44 1 1 3 1
Thompson School Park Neighborhood 2525 Helen Ln. 5.83 1 1 1 1 2 2
Tosch Park Neighborhood 2424 Larchmont Dr. 9.70 1 2 1 1 1
Town East - Leash Free Zone Special Use 2724 Town East Blvd.

Town East Park Community 2724 Town East Blvd. 29.14 1.20 1 1 2 15 1
Town East Pool Recreation Facility 2525 John Glen Pkwy. 1 2 2
Truman Heights Neighborhood 2008 Stephenson Dr. 0.28 0.06

Valley Creek Greenbelt Open Space / Linear Pioneer @ Springmills 13.72 1.14
Valley Creek Park Community 2482 Pioneer Rd. 88.21 11.1 1 1 2 1 4 3 2 6 1

Classification Address A
cr

ea
ge

Re
cr

ea
tio

n 
C

en
te

r w
/ 

G
ym

Tr
ai

l L
en

gt
h 

(m
ile

s)

La
ke

/P
on

d 
(a

cr
es

)

Fi
sh

in
g 

Pi
er

Pl
ay

gr
ou

nd
Po

ol
 F

ac
ili

ty
Sp

ra
yp

ad
Re

st
ro

om
s

El
ec

tri
ci

ty
Ba

se
ba

ll 
Fi

el
d

Ba
se

ba
ll 

Fi
el

d 
(li

gh
te

d)
So

ftb
al

l F
ie

ld
 (l

ig
ht

ed
)

C
la

y 
Pr

ac
tic

e 
Fi

el
d

Pr
ac

tic
e 

Ba
ck

st
op

Ro
lle

r H
oc

ke
y 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(fu

ll)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(h

al
f c

ou
rt)

Te
nn

is 
C

ou
rt 

(c
ov

er
ed

)
Te

nn
is 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Te

nn
is 

C
ou

rt
Fu

ts
al

 C
ou

rt 
(L

ig
ht

ed
)

Vo
lle

yb
al

l C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Vo

lle
yb

al
l C

ou
rt 

(s
an

d)
Vo

lle
yb

al
l C

ou
rt

So
cc

er
 F

ie
ld

Fo
ot

ba
ll 

Fi
el

d
O

pe
n 

Pl
ay

fie
ld

Pi
cn

ic
 Ta

bl
es

Pi
cn

ic
 S

he
lte

r
Pa

vi
lio

n 
C

on
ce

ss
io

n 
Bu

ild
in

g
W

or
ko

ut
 E

qu
ip

m
en

t
D

isc
 G

ol
f

A
rc

he
ry

 R
an

ge



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 112

Classification Address A
cr

ea
ge

Re
cr

ea
tio

n 
C

en
te

r w
/ 

G
ym

Tr
ai

l L
en

gt
h 

(m
ile

s)

La
ke

/P
on

d 
(a

cr
es

)

Fi
sh

in
g 

Pi
er

Pl
ay

gr
ou

nd
Po

ol
 F

ac
ili

ty
Sp

ra
yp

ad
Re

st
ro

om
s

El
ec

tri
ci

ty
Ba

se
ba

ll 
Fi

el
d

Ba
se

ba
ll 

Fi
el

d 
(li

gh
te

d)
So

ftb
al

l F
ie

ld
 (l

ig
ht

ed
)

C
la

y 
Pr

ac
tic

e 
Fi

el
d

Pr
ac

tic
e 

Ba
ck

st
op

Ro
lle

r H
oc

ke
y 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(fu

ll)
Ba

sk
et

ba
ll 

C
ou

rt 
(h

al
f c

ou
rt)

Te
nn

is 
C

ou
rt 

(c
ov

er
ed

)
Te

nn
is 

C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Te

nn
is 

C
ou

rt
Fu

ts
al

 C
ou

rt 
(L

ig
ht

ed
)

Vo
lle

yb
al

l C
ou

rt 
(li

gh
te

d)
Vo

lle
yb

al
l C

ou
rt 

(s
an

d)
Vo

lle
yb

al
l C

ou
rt

So
cc

er
 F

ie
ld

Fo
ot

ba
ll 

Fi
el

d
O

pe
n 

Pl
ay

fie
ld

Pi
cn

ic
 Ta

bl
es

Pi
cn

ic
 S

he
lte

r
Pa

vi
lio

n 
C

on
ce

ss
io

n 
Bu

ild
in

g
W

or
ko

ut
 E

qu
ip

m
en

t
D

isc
 G

ol
f

A
rc

he
ry

 R
an

ge

Vanston Park Neighborhood 2913 Oates Dr. 13.90 1 1 2 1 1 1
Vanston Pool Recreation Facility 2913 Oates Dr. 1 2 1
Veterans Memorial Special Use 425 S. Galloway Ave. 0.33
Westlake House Recreation Facility 421 Gross Rd. 1
Westlake Park Community 600 Gross Rd. 31.03 0.18 0.91 1 3
Westlake Sports Center Recreation Facility 600 Gross Rd. 12.38 3 6 4 1 1
Westover Greenbelt Open Space / Linear S. Parkway & Sybil 33.72 1.30 1 1 1 8 1
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EXISTING PARKS
& FACILITIES MAP

Achziger Park
Alcott Park
Anderson Park
Austin Park
Beasley Park
Bill Blackwood Park
Brandy Station 
Brickyard Cemetery 
Bruton Park & Bruton Soccer Comlex
Cannaday School Park
Cayman Estates
City Lake Aquatic Center & Lake Park  
Clay Mathis Park
Copeland Property (future)
Creek Crossing #5
Creek Crossing #6
Creek Crossing Activity
Crossing Elementary School
Dallas County Open Space
DeBusk Park
Dunford Recreation 
East Glen Park Greenbelt
Eastfield Soccer Complex
Evans Baseball Practice Center & Park
Evans Recreation and Sr. Ctr.
Faithon P. Lucas Property
Florence Black School Park
Florence Historical House
Florence Recreation Ctr. & School Park
Freedom Park 
Front Street Station
Galloway Park
Gentry School Park
Goodbar Center
Gross Road Property
Hanby Park
Heritage Square
Hillcrest @ Hwy 80 Property
Hodges Park
Indian Trails Greenbelt
KidsQuest - DeBusk
Kimball School Park
Kimbrough Athletic Complex
Lakeside Center 
Lambert Park
Latimore Park
Lawrence School Park

Liverpool Tree Farm
Lorraine Property 
McKenzie Park
McWhorter Park
Mesquite Softball Complex
Mooreman Property
Moss Park
Motley Park
Municipal Golf Course
Oakbrook Property
Opal Lawrence Historical House
Palos Verdes Lake Park
Parkwood Park
Paschall Park
Pirrung Park
Porter School Park
Pritchett Property
Proctor-Oats Property
Range Park
Rorie-Galloway Day Camp
Rugel Park
Rutherford Park
Rutherford Recreation & Sr. Ctr. 
Seabourn School Park
Shands Park
Shaw School Park*
Smith School Park
T. Williams Athletic Complex
Thompson School Park
Tisinger Park
Tosch Park
Town East - Leash Free Zone 
Town East Park
Town East Pool
Truman Heights
Valley Creek Greenbelt
Valley Creek Park
Vanston Park
Vanston Pool 
Veterans Memorial
Westlake House 
Westlake Park
Westlake Sports Complex 
Westover Greenbelt
Westover Park
Wildflower Park (Parkview #3)
Winding Creek Park
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The population of a community can be evaluated in a variety of ways for purposes of park 
planning, both physically and financially. The offering of public facilities is based in part on the 
consumption characteristics of the residents. The location, size, and amenities of parks should be 
based on the density and distribution of the population as recipients of these services. In order 
to assist in forecasting the future park and recreation needs throughout Mesquite, this section 
provides information on some particular characteristics over the past five to ten years. Data 
sources come from the City's EDC, ESRI, and Chmura Economics & Analytics.

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.POPULATION & DEMOGRAPHICS
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63.5%

0.6%
2.46%

2.85%

White (non-hispanic) Black American Indian Asian Pacific Islander Other Multirace Hispanic

63.5%

0.6%
2.46%

2.85%

POPULATION BY AGE

POPULATION BY ETHNICITY

When analyzing the city's demographic data, the planning team is able to identify recreation trends and 
programming needs to be met. Certain recreational trends and needs are higher per certain age groups, 
ethnicities, and occupations, etc. This data allows the planning team to recommend action items & 
implementation strategies to best serve Mesquite's diverse population.
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EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

OCCUPANCY RATES
Less than 9th Grade Same HS, No Diploma HS Grad (or Equivalent) Some College, No Degree

Associate Degree Bachelor Degree Graduates Degree

G
raduate Degree (11.88%

)

5%
7%

7%

10%

9%

9%14%

16%

23%

Household Income Distribution

<$10K $10-$20K $20-$30K $30-$40K $40-$50K $50-$60K $60-$75K $75-$100K >$100K
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21.44%

26.67%

19.53%

16.77%

9.30%

3.99%

Household Size

1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 Person 6+ Person

HOUSEHOLD SIZE

MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION TO WORK

12.39% 
CARPOOL

0.09% 
MOTORCYCLE

81.22% 
DROVE ALONE

0.33% 
LIGHT RAIL /
 TROLLY CAR

0.97% 
BUS

0.18% 
BICYCLE

0.19% 
TAXICAB

1.12% 
WALKED

0.07% 
TRAIN / 

COMMUTER RAIL

2.89% 
WORK FROM HOME
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To gain insight from other established park systems, Dunaway worked with City staff on selecting 
peer cities in Texas to be benchmarked. The selection of the benchmark cities was important to 
include in this phase in order to compare to similar entities in the metroplex, and they include: 
Carrollton, Denton, Garland, Irving, Plano, and Richardson. Tyler was also chosen to be used 
in the benchmarking process because of its comparability to Mesquite.  After selecting the peer 
cities, Dunaway obtained key information on the parks system of each city selected, as available 
from those cities. The categories for benchmarking included acreage of parks and open spaces, 
specialty park facilities, and recreational facilities. Dunaway summarized key data to identify 
Mesquite's consistency and / or disparity as compared to the benchmarked cities, as provided on 
the following pages.

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.BENCHMARKING
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PopulationPopulation

Total Total 
Number of Number of 

ParksParks
Total Acres Total Acres 

Owned or ManagedOwned or Managed
Total Acres per Total Acres per 
1,000 Residents1,000 Residents

Carrollton 139,248 45 1,541 11.07

Denton 138,808 30 4,150 29.90

Garland 236,293 70 2,256 9.55

Irving 240,373 110 1,981 8.24

Mesquite 150,000 93 1,803 12.02

Plano 287,064 80 4,370 15.22

Richardson 110,430 40 1,297 11.75

Tyler 108,663 37 1,251 11.51

PopulationPopulation Total Trail MilesTotal Trail Miles
Trail Miles per Trail Miles per 
1,000 Residents1,000 Residents

Carrollton 139,248 19 0.14

Denton 138,808 22 0.16

Garland 236,293 33.2 0.14

Irving 240,373 30 0.12

Mesquite 150,000 18.5 0.12

Plano 287,064 96 0.33

Richardson 110,430 87 0.79

Tyler 108,663 50 0.46

Park AcresPark Acres

Trail MilesTrail Miles

BENCHMARK COMPARISON

The following table provides a general overview of each system’s park acreage. In terms of overall 
park acreage, Mesquite is in the mid-range in the study with 9.78 acres of parkland per 1,000 
residents.

The following table provides a general overview of each system's total miles in trails. The typical 
comparison is expressed as trail miles for every 1,000 residents.
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Carrollton 13 9 4 25 2 17 2 25 20

Denton 14 10 3 11 16 3 14 3 22 13

Garland 17 16 10 14 24 4 21 4 32 16

Irving 10 13 30 10 5 24 4

Mesquite 19 7 44 45 24 6 38 8 42 20

Plano 58 62 50 22 9 89 4 70 69

Richardson 20 3 30 2 12 27 10

Tyler 18 5 10 8 25 1 22

Outdoor Recreation FacilitiesOutdoor Recreation Facilities
The following table provides a general overview of the major outdoor recreational facilities in 
each City's park system. These include active play associated with sports fields, and more passive 
recreation associated with pavilions and playgrounds.
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Indoor Recreation FacilitiesIndoor Recreation Facilities Specialty FacilitiesSpecialty Facilities
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Carrollton 2 1 - 1

Denton 3 2 - -

Garland 6 2 - -

Irving 6 1 - -

Mesquite 5 3 - 1

Plano 12 1 1 1

Richardson 2 1 - 1

Tyler 1 1 - -

Indoor Recreation & Specialty FacilitiesIndoor Recreation & Specialty Facilities
The following table provides a summary of indoor & specialty facilities from other communities. 
These vary in size and offerings, each geared to the types of users in that part of the City. Specialty 
facilities can vary widely, depending on natural resources and the goals of each City for cost-based 
participation.
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When the Dunaway team evaluated the current park system in Mesquite, it was important to 
understand the range of parks, recreation facilities, and open space areas utilized for recreation. 
A key part of this evaluation was comparing the needs of the present population, as well as 
considering future growth expected. This Parks Master Plan includes some traditional standards 
established by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), especially applicable to 
growing communities like Mesquite.

The NRPA standards have been the most widely accepted and used standards throughout the 
United States for decades. This section includes a comparison of Mesquite’s current park system 
to NRPA standards based upon park acreage per population, as well as recreational facilities 
per population.  Some additional criteria for the DFW area has also been applied for facility 
standards.

CRITERIA FOR STANDARDS
As acknowledged in their publications through the years, the NRPA recognizes the importance of 
establishing and using park and recreation standards as:

A national expression of minimum acceptable facilities for the citizens 
of urban and rural communities

A guideline to determine land requirements for various kinds of park 
and recreation areas and facilities

A basis for relating recreation needs to spatial analysis within a 
community wide system of parks and open spaces

One of the major structuring elements that can be used to guide and 
assist regional development

A means to justify the need for parks and open space within the 
overall land use pattern of a region or community

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.STANDARDS
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The purpose of the NRPA standards is to present park and recreation space guidelines that are 
applicable for planning, acquisition, and development of parks systems. These standards should 
be viewed as a guide by those municipalities that use them. The standards are to be coupled 
with the expertise of park planners when evaluating a community to which they are applied. 
Variations in the standards can also be established to reflect the unique social and geographical 
conditions of the community.

PARK CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
In analyzing Mesquite’s current parks and open space system, it is important to identify the 
functional classification of each of the City’s parks. While each park in the City is unique in its own 
right, each can also be assigned to one of seven (7) categories.

Pocket Park is used to address limited, isolated, or unique recreational needs of concentrated 
populations. Typically less than 1/4 mile apart in a residential setting, the size of a Pocket Park 
ranges between 2,500 square feet and 1 acre in size. These parks may be either active or passive, 
but speak to a specific recreational need rather than a particular density. NRPA standards for these 
parks are .25 to .50 acres per 1,000 population. 

Neighborhood Parks are typically between 10 and 15 acres in size and serve their 
surrounding neighborhoods. These parks are usually accessible by walking or bicycling and are 
typically spaced based on a 1/4 to 1/2 mile service radius. Neighborhood parks constitute the 
core of the parks system and generally serve 3,000 to 4,000 residents. As a rule of thumb, all 
neighborhood parks include benches, picnic tables, basketball courts, multi-purpose fields (for 
formal practice and/or informal play), and backstops.

Community Parks are larger than neighborhood parks, typically 25 to 100+ acres in size 
and have more amenities. Although these parks often serve specific neighborhoods, it is ideal 
to evenly distribute these parks across the City so that they are easily accessed by all residents. 
The ideal distribution is such that all residents are within a 1 to 2 mile radius of a community park. 
Typically, community parks will have all of the amenities of a neighborhood park (playgrounds, 
pavilions, open areas for free play, trails, basketball courts, multi-purpose practice fields, 
backstops, etc.), but with the addition of amenities such as lighted competitive athletic fields, 
larger areas of open space for free play, natural areas, and restrooms. Quite often, community 
parks will include special facilities such as recreation centers and skateboard parks.
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Metropolitan Park are large park facilities that serve several communities. They range in size 
from 100-499 acres and serve the entire City. The metropolitan park is a natural area or developed 
area for a variety of outdoor recreation such as ballfields, playgrounds, boating, fishing, swimming, 
camping, picnicking, and trail systems. NRPA standards for these parks are 5 to 10 acres per 1,000 
population

Regional Parks are very large multi-use parks that serve several communities within a 
particular region.  They range in size from 100 to 500 acres (and above) and serve those areas 
within a one hour driving distance.  The regional park provides both active and passive recreation, 
with a wide selection of facilities for all age groups.  They may also include areas of nature 
preservation for activities such as sight-seeing, nature study area, wildlife habitat, and conservation 
areas.  NRPA standards for regional parks vary due to the specific site and natural resources.  The 
purpose of the NRPA standards is to present park and recreation space guidelines that are 
applicable for planning, acquisition, and development of parks systems. These standards should 
be viewed as a guide by those municipalities that use them. The standards are to be coupled 
with the expertise of park planners when evaluating a community to which they are applied. 
Variations in the standards can also be established to reflect the unique social and geographical 
conditions of the community.

Special Purpose Parks include 1 - 3 acre pocket parks, 1 - 2 acre trailheads, 0.25 - 1 acre 
plazas, athletic complexes, and practice fields. They also include “special interest” parks that are 
not otherwise part of another neighborhood or community parks. Examples of special purpose 
parks include dog parks, skate parks, or any other type of park designed to accommodate 
a limited number of specific recreation activities. While parks less than 5 acres are typically 
discouraged because they are often difficult to maintain efficiently, small park areas are often 
necessary to serve special purposes. Smaller parks are also desirable in urbanized areas, such as 
downtown.

Linear Parks & Open Spaces are built connections or natural corridors that link parks 
together. Typically, the linear park is developed for one or more modes or recreational travel such 
as walking, jogging, biking, in-line skating, hiking, horseback riding, and canoeing. NRPA does 
not have any specific standards for linear parks other than they should be sufficient to protect the 
resources and provide maximum usage.  Greenbelt corridors typically following creeks, railroads, 
or utility lines and in unique situations as part of the roadway system. Greenbelts usually contain 
trails and are ideal for providing alternative, non-motorized transportation to parks, schools, 
neighborhoods, libraries, retail, and major destinations. Other than providing connections, these 
parks provide recreational value by themselves. In addition, greenbelts along creeks have the added 
benefit of providing habitat and migration/movement corridors for wildlife. They also provide 
opportunities for improving watershed management in an aesthetically pleasing and sustainable 
manner.
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10-MINUTE WALK TO A PARK
In addition to distributing park service areas according to the NRPA 
standards described above, Mesquite leaders are embracing a 
nationwide movement led by NRPA, Urban Land Institute (ULI), and 
the Trust for Public Land. This movement encourages communities to 
set goals to provide all citizens “safe access to a quality park or green 
space within a 10-minute walk from home by 2050” (10minutewalk.
org). Currently, approximately 33% of Mesquite residents live within 
a 10-minute walk from a park (see Service Area Map, page 128). The 
City should continue to pursue the goal of providing a 10-minute walk 
throughout the park system.
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NRPA PARK ACREAGE GUIDELINES

Type Size/Acres Service Area*

Acres per 
1,000

Population

Pocket Park 2500 S.F. - 1 Acre
Less than 1/4 

Mile Distance in 
Residential Setting

.25 - .5 ac / 
1,000

Neighborhood Park 1–15 Acres
One Neighborhood 

1/4 to 1/2 Mile 
Radius

1.0–2.0 ac / 
1,000

Community Park 16–99 Acres
Several 

Neighborhoods
1 to 2 Mile Radius

5.0–8.0 ac / 
1,000

Metropolitan Park 100 - 499 Acres
Several Communities 
Within 1 Hour Driving

5.0 - 10.0 ac / 
1,000

Regional Park 500+
Several Communities 
Within 1 Hour Driving 

Variable

Special Purpose Park 
Varies Depending on 

Desired Size
No Applicable 

Standard
Variable

Linear Park & Open Space

Sufficient Width 
to Protect the 

Resource and Provide 
Maximum Usage

No Applicable 
Standard

Variable

* The graphic on page 128 illustrates the service areas of each park facility in Mesquite's existing system.

NRPA PARK ACREAGE GUIDELINES
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Classification
Existing 

Acreage

NRPA Guidelines for 
2021 Population of 150,000

Difference Between NRPA 
Guidelines and Existing 

Mesquite Parks

Range Range

Neighborhood Park 362.75 150 - 300 212.75 - 62.75

Community Park 542.27 750 - 1,200 (207.73) - (657.73)

Metropolitan Parks 458 750 - 1,500 (292) - (1,042)

Special Purpose Park 24.12 n/a n/a

Linear Parks & Open Space 415.96 n/a n/a

Total: 1,803.1 1,650 - 3,000 153.1 - (1,196.9)

NRPA PARK ACREAGE GUIDELINES COMPARED TO CURRENT POPULATION (2022)

Classification
Existing 

Acreage

NRPA Guidelines for
2032 Population of 168,000

Difference Between NRPA 
Guidelines and Existing 

Mesquite Parks

Range Range

Neighborhood Park 362.75 168 - 336 194.75 - 26.75

Community Parks 542.27 840 - 1,344 (297.73) - (801.73)

Metropolitan Parks 458 840 - 1,680 (297.73) - (1,222)

Special Purpose Park 24.12 n/a n/a

Linear Parks & Open Space 415.96 n/a n/a

Total: 1,803.1 1,848 - 3,360 (44.9) - (1,556.9)

NRPA PARK ACREAGE GUIDELINES COMPARED TO FUTURE POPULATION (2032)
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FACILITY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS APPLIED TO MESQUITE

Activity/Facility 

Recommended 
Guidelines: 
Facilities Per 
Population

Existing  
Facilities 

in  
Mesquite

Recommended 
Guidelines: 

Facilities for 2022 
Population of 

150,000

Recommended 
Guidelines: 
Facilities for  

Projected 2032 
Population of 

168,000

Baseball Fields 1 per 4,000 1 19 37 42

Basketball Courts 
(Outdoor) 1 per 5,000 2 45 30 34

Football Fields 1 per 20,000 2 8 7 8

Pavilion/Picnic 
Shelter 1 per 3,000 1 20 50 56

Picnic Tables 1 table per 500 2 177 300 336

Playgrounds 1 area per 1,000 2 42 150 168

Soccer Fields  
(League) 1 per 4,000 1 38 37 42

Softball Fields 1 per 4,000 1 7 37 42

Swimming Pool  
(Outdoor) 1 per 20,000 2 3 7 8

Tennis Courts 1 court per 2,000 2 24 75 84

Trails 1 mile per 4,000 2 18.5 37 42

Volleyball Courts  
(Outdoor) 1 per 5,0002 6 30 34

1  Dunaway recommendation for high use by Youth Sports. 
2  Facility guidelines from NRPA guidelines as well as DFW area standards. 
These are all recommended guidelines based off the national standard found by NRPA guidelines.
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Neighborhood Parks
(1/2 Mile Radius)

Community Parks
(2 Mile Radius)

10-Minute Walk to a Park
(Approximately 1/2 mile)

SERVICE AREA MAP

Neighborhood Parks
Achziger Park
Alcott Park
Anderson Park
Austin Park
Beasley Park
Bill Blackwood Park
Brandy Station
Cannaday School Park
City Lake Park  
Clay Mathis Park
Cross Elementary School
Florence Black School Park
Florence School Park
Galloway Park
Gentry School Park
Hanby Park
Hodges Park
Kimball School Park
Latimore Park
Lawrence School Park
McKenzie Park
McWhorter Park
Moss Park
Motley Park
Parkwood Park
Pirrung Park
Porter School Park
Range Park
Rugel Park
Rutherford Park
Seabourn School Park
Shands Park
Shaw School Park*
Smith School Park
Thompson School Park
Tosch Park
Truman Heights
Vanston Park
Westover Park
Wildflower Park

Community Parks
Bruton Park & Bruton Soccer Complex
DeBusk Park
Eastfield Soccer Complex
Evans Baseball Practice Center & Park
Kimbrough Athletic Complex
Palos Verdes Lake Park
Paschall Park
Rorie-Galloway Day Camp
T. Williams Athletic Complex
Town East Park
Valley Creek Park
Westlake Park
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INTRODUCTION
PROS Consulting (“PROS”) met with the Park Manager for the City of Mesquite Parks and Recreation 
Department. The goal was to establish a clear understanding of what the staff are responsible for in 
maintaining the parks and recreation facilities for the City. The following are key elements of what the 
Parks Maintenance Division is responsible for in the system.

DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW
The Department manages the following elements for the City of Mesquite. 
The division is responsible maintaining:

•	 1662 acres of park property. 
•	 This includes parks, sports fields, pools, and trails

The Department has 55 full time budgeted maintenance employees (“FTE”) employees including a 
park service manager and four supervisors who oversee and manage the park maintenance portion of 
the system. The problem the Maintenance Division has is that it currently has 41 FT employees because 
it has been very difficult to fill the other 14 FT positions.  This equates to 40.53 acres per maintenance 
staff person to maintained existing parks. This per acre level of management per maintenance employee 
is not near the national average of 30 acres per maintenance staff person. If they were able to fill those 
positions, they would be near the 30 acres of parks to be maintained by a fulltime staff person.   Normally 
best practices for maintenance staff per 10,000 residents is 8.9 people based on NRPA performance 
standards which would equate to a need for 60 FTEs in the park maintenance division. The city has 
budgeted in park maintenance $5,098,990 million dollars  which is approximately 47% of the total 
parks and recreation budget. NRPA Performance Report indicates that typically 45% of a city’s total 
parks and recreation budget is made up of park maintenance costs and in Mesquite it is slightly higher. 
Due to the lack of staffing the city will need to consider going back to contracting out the medians and 
right-of-aways in the city and some of their parks and special large acreage areas they manage to keep 
up with the maintenance demands in the city. 

The operational budget for the Parks Maintenance Department is $5,098,990 dollars for 2022. 
Factoring in the 1662 acres the department maintains, this equals $3,035 dollars per acre which is 
low for a park system the size of Mesquite Parks and Recreation Department which means the system 
is probably maintaining more park land than necessary and could reduce some mowing areas in the 
system. The average park and recreation agency spends $7,823 per acre according to the National 
Park and Recreation Association 2022 Performance Review which is more than double what the 
city is spending per acre now. To bring up a higher level of maintenance would require that the park 
maintenance division manage less park land and put more effort into the quality at each site to bring 

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT
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the cost per acre up closer to the $7,823 per acre level. Finding the right balance of park land to take 
care of versus enhancing the standards can be challenging which the golf industry did the same in 
the late 1990’s and many people did not understand that with a limited budget less can be more if 
channeled in the right places. 
The Department has some maintenance standards in place for their 70 parks. The maintenance 
standards are very good for sports fields in the system, playgrounds, play courts, and picnic areas. The 
other areas of the system in review of the park sites were at a lower standard than expected for the size 
of the system. This would indicate that a change in standards should occur based on the type of park 
and they type of amenities in the parks. 

The Consulting Team visited the following sites:The Consulting Team visited the following sites:
Facilities:

	» Evans Recreation and Senior Center 
	» Florence Recreation 
	» Goodbar Senior Center
	» Lakeside Center
	» Florence Ranch

Sports Complexes:

	» Valley Creek sports complex
	» Travis Williams sports complex
	» Bruton Soccer complex
	» Westlake Sport Center

Pools:

	» City Lake Aquatic Center
	» Town East Pool
	» Vanston Pool

Parks:

	» Debusk Park
	» Paschall Park
	» Town East Park
	» Florence Park
	» Cannaday Park
	» Westlake Park
	» Evans Park
	» Palos Verdes Park
	» City Lake Park
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Observations and Recommendations:Observations and Recommendations:
General observations and recommendations of the system are based on visit to the system and an 
onsite park-by-park review with the Park Services Manager regarding how parks are managed and 
maintained. This follows the citizen survey which 34% of respondents indicated that higher levels of 
maintenance of parks is desired and 24% of respondents indicate that a higher-level trail maintenance 
is needed.

1.	 Shop Operations: 												         
The staff deals with a lack of indoor storage for equipment that is currently stored outside. A space 
study is needed to demonstrate to key leaders what indoor space is necessary for equipment 
storage to and extend the life of equipment stored outdoors. The key recommendation for the 
city to consider is acquiring more indoor storage for equipment to extend the useful life, reduce 
weather related deterioration, and keep the outdoor shop area orderly. 

2.	 Litter in Parks: 													           
The staff indicate that the city has a major litter problem in parks. The city needs to provide 
more trash barrels in the parks that are easily accessible for people to walk to put their trash in 
the barrels as well as in parking lots . Good positive signage to “keep our parks clean and green” 
goes along ways in reminding people of their responsibility to put their trash in the cans provided. 
A contributor to the litter problem is trash and debris washed from creeks and drainageways 
that settle in parks when the water recedes. The city needs to incorporate a volunteer creek 
cleanup day three times a year to help staff to stay ahead of the bulk or post-storm cleanup. 
River cleanups by volunteers is nationwide movement that might help the City stay on top of this 
recurring issue and build more advocacy for the department.

3.	 Equipment Replacement Schedule Recommendations: 						    
The Park Services Manager indicated that they have the right equipment to maintain the park 
system including specialty equipment. All the equipment is managed by the Park  Maintenance 
Division within the city but Fleet Maintenance at times will support the park staff. The staff 
indicates they have a work order system in place that tracks work orders, cost for repairs, staffing 
schedules, and standards to effectively manage equipment parts and supplies. The staff indicates 
they do not have a good replacement schedule that they follow, and that acquiring new, or 
replacement equipment has been a problem within the city. Having an equipment replacement 
schedule based on mileage, yearly repairs, and time used are all good standards to track for 
efficiency and effectiveness of the equipment used in the Park Maintenance Division. 

4.	 Technical Software Recommendations: 								      
The staff indicated that they have evaluated Grounds Maintenance Software to help them keep 
up with lifecycle maintenance, operational costs, and tracking capital requirements beyond 
their work order system they have in place now. There are several ground maintenance software 
systems on the market. It is PROS recommendation that the city purchase a software system that 
is park based versus public works based. 
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5.	 Signage Recommendations:										        
 The new playground signs put up in a few parks were excellent as well as some of the recent 
ordinance signs on park hours and prohibiting alcohol in parks. Some signage standards from 
the entrance to the park or the park signs in general need to be addressed and updated. This 
requires the city to provide park signs that are consistent in verbiage, positive in messaging, same 
size lettering, and use of the city logo or park logo on each sign. There were some inconsistencies 
in how signs are presented In the parks between older parks and newer parks. Most agencies 
have a slightly different color sign to distinguish a neighborhood park versus a community park.

6.	 Color Schemes Recommendations: 										        
The current trail signage is good in some areas but not consistent throughout the system. PROS 
recommends that the parks staff continue to update park color schemes as they are updating 
amenities and facilities in the parks each year. The updated new parks color schemes were very 
well done.

7.	 Park Parking Lot Recommendations: 								     
Parking lots that are paved or gravel are not consistently maintained across the system. On 
paved lots, there is a need for striping in some parks, and potholes exist in the lots of some parks. 
PROS sees this program as vital to park users visiting all areas of the park. Park maintenance 
staff repairs damage to roads, fences, lights, cleans graffiti, and ensure parks are safe, green, 
and clean for all levels of users. 

8.	 Restroom Recommendations: 									       
Color schemes for restrooms are not consistent and should be updated as color schemes are 
implemented throughout the parks. The restrooms evaluated were exceptionally clean on the 
park assessment tour.

9.	 Building Maintenance: 											         
The city has very strong maintenance standards in place for their community centers and rental 
centers. All observed were excellent. 

10.	Lifecycle Replacement Recommendations: 						                      	
The division does have a maintenance work order system to track work orders, lifecycle 
maintenance of equipment on paper for direct and indirect costs, staffing schedules, work 
timelines and inventory control. The Park Services Manager processes and completes all record 
keeping elements. They also manage all the pesticide requirements in the parks. The city has 
been aggressively updating existing parks playgrounds, restrooms, parking areas, sports fields, 
trails, picnic areas and courts which creates a positive experience to everyone that visits the 
parks. The age of the system requires a lot of upgrades which will take time for the Department 
to catch up to the needs of park equipment replacement.
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11.	 Sports Fields Recommendations: 									       
The staff mows over 200 acres of sports fields in the city 1 to 2 times a week depending on the type 
of field (recreational or competitive). Whereas, the city should designate what fields are designed 
for high level competition, those that are designed and maintained at a recreational level, and 
those that are designed and maintained at a practice level so the fields can be maintained 
according to how they are used. This will help keep the fields up to public expectations for the 
future. These field maintenance standards can be designated by signs on the fields, the agency 
website, and on rental permits for team use. Overall, the city does an excellent job managing 
sports fields in the city.

12.	Park Lighting Recommendations: 									       
Most parks systems have four levels of lighting in parks:

1.	 Security lighting
2.	Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (“CPTED”)* lighting
3.	Parking Lot lighting 
4.	Sports Fields lighting:

It appears the city has lighting standards for security lighting, parking lots and sports field lighting 
now. If the city has security issues at any of the parks, they might want to consider CPTED lighting 
standards as a vandalism deterrent in the future. CPTED lighting standards are usually at 5-7 ft 
candles versus the 2 ft candle in most city parks. 

*Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design: CPTED provides standards for maintaining 
parks that provide an increased level of visual safety for park users and police by cutting back 
foliage in parks and by using higher pruning levels and opening areas in the parks that people 
can see into providing a greater sense of safety as they use the parks or walk on trails. Mesquite 
appears to be a very safe city; however, they do have some areas in the parks where foliage 
could be pruned and make users feel more comfortable using existing parks when there is limited 
lighting available. 

13.	Trail Maintenance Recommendations: 								      
The Park Maintenance Division manages 11.14 miles of trails. The existing trails in the park 
system vary in width from 8 ft. to 12 ft. based on limited observations. This is because the trails 
were developed by different groups and different stages of time. Ideally the wider trail provides 
a higher level of shared use, supports multiple types of experiences, and effectively managing 
foliage along trails also provides a greater sense of security for individual users. Managing trail 
foliage along trails should be considered by the city and is appreciated by most trail users now 
and in the future by cutting back at least one to two mower width cuts on both sides of the trails. 
More benches along trails are desired by the community based on the citizens survey. Wildlife 
viewing education stations along trails are also a positive for people to enjoy along the trails.
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14.	 Loop trails, spine trails, signage standards, ADA marked Recommendations:                                           
The city has developed some loop trails around certain parks in the city, and they are well 
maintained. Ideally the city should let people who are disabled and want to use these trails 
possibly in a wheelchair know what the grade of the trails are, so they know which are ADA 
accessible by posting signs accordingly. The community survey indicated that many residents 
would like to see a connected trail system with strong support for that to occur at 64%.

15.	Park Maintenance Division Recommendations: 							     
They are responsible for 1662 aces of maintained property. Maintaining parks requires them to 
mow and maintain irrigation systems and pumps on sports fields and highly used areas of the 
system. The Park Maintenance Manager oversees the equipment replacement schedule, and 
the capital improvement budget.

16.	Playground Experience Recommendations:  						    
Playgrounds are developed to support a 2-5, and 6–10-year-old experience. Where possible the 
city should consider having both levels of experiences available when they replace playgrounds 
in the future. They could also include a percentage of their playgrounds to be ADA accessible at 
a 50 percent level in the future. The new playgrounds installed are excellent.

17.	Shade Recommendations: 										        
The Department takes care of all the horticultural needs in the parks and most city properties. 
More shade in parks should be considered for new areas of the park system for protection from 
the heat but also from sun exposure. This can include both to natural shade from trees, or artificial 
shade for structures such as playgrounds and pools.

18.	Staff Recommendations: 										        
The Division has 55  Budgeted FTE employees but has had difficulty filling their positions and 
they stand at 41 FT employees now including a working in the field manager, working up to 40 
hours a week during the busy season. Staffing is the biggest issue they are dealing with to keep 
up with the expectations of the city leadership and users of the park system to provide highly 
maintained parks. It has been difficult for the grounds maintenance staff to keep up with the 
expected workload and maintenance standards that are in place. Part of the work of the Park 
Maintenance Team is for set up and take down of equipment for special events. 

19.	Use of Volunteers Recommendations:							     
The city doesn’t use volunteers much in helping to maintain parks but might want to consider 
establishing clean up days in the parks as a way of building support and advocacy with users 
of the park and residents in the community. Adopt a park program across the United States 
ae very popular and they create a lot of eyes on the park and help support safety issues in the 
parks. Volunteer hours count as in-kind dollars at $29.45 per hour of volunteer work on grant 
applications currently.
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20.	Design Principles Recommendations: 								      
As the city continues to redevelop parks it might be good to evaluate design principles for an 
ongoing basis. Because the park system design principles today are different as they apply 
to ADA, playgrounds that focus on 2-5- and 6–10-year-old experiences, outdoor adventure 
playgrounds, sizes of picnic shelters, width of trails, shade requirements are a few examples to 
consider for ongoing and scheduled updating. (See Design Principles Attached)

21.	 Public Art in Parks: 											         
Public art appears to be lacking in Mesquite parks, but the city might develop a policy to allow 
that to occur in the downtown area of the city or at major attractions in the parks. 

Appendix: Maintenance Standards
Maintenance Standards Examples: Maintenance Standards Examples: 

Three maintenance levels are generally defined. The difference between levels is the frequency of 
maintenance as determined by ability. Recommended Maintenance Standards have these general 
characteristics.
	» Level 1 Maintenance											         

High profile areas where the entire area is visible to foot traffic such as entrances to community 
centers, signature facilities, and areas where funding permits a higher level of maintenance. 
Example of maintenance activities include mowing and edging twice per week, 95 percent turf 
coverage at start of season with 5 percent weeds and 0 percent bare area, edging once per 
week, tree pruning cycle once annually, litter pickup twice per week. The city has a few level one 
area in the parks. 

	» Level 2 Maintenance										        
Moderate to heavy use typical of most parks. Example maintenance activities include Mowing 
and edging once per week, 88 percent turf coverage at start of season with 8 percent weeds 
and 4 percent bare area, tree pruning cycle every seven years, litter pickup once per week. The 
majority of city of Mesquite parks are maintained at a level three.

	» Level 3 Maintenance										        
Typical for low usage parks or when funding is limited. Example maintenance activities include 
Mowing and edging every 10 days, 80 percent turf coverage at start of season with 20 percent 
weeds, edging once per week or every 2 weeks in off-season, tree pruning cycle every 10 years, 
litter pickup every other week. 
In areas where turf does not impact quality of experience (i.e., dog parks or non-landscaped 
open space areas), demand-based maintenance is provided according to funding 
availability. 
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Maintenance StandardsMaintenance Standards
Maintenance standards are organized by three Levels of Service. Maintenance standards can 
change by season and month depending on the type of park area level of use. Standards shall be 
calculated by time and equipment proposed for all parks in the system. 
This format provides guidance in terms of understanding the required work activities and elements 
in a descriptive manner that then can be quantified numerically. Following are descriptions of the 
levels of service and both qualitative and quantitative maintenance standards as proposed for all 
parks in the system.

LEVEL ONE MAINTENANCE STANDARDS AND DEFINITIONS FOR PARKS
1.	 Turf Maintenance – high profile areas (small areas, entire area visible to foot traffic)

•	Mowing will occur 2 times/week
•	Mowing heights 

	2 ½” during warm season (daytime highs consistently above 75 degrees)
•	Edging of all turf perimeters will occur 1 time/week 
•	95 percent turf coverage
•	3 percent weed infestation for existing areas (all efforts should be made to keep new areas 

100 percent weed free)
•	2 percent bare area
•	Remove grass clippings if visible
•	Aerate 1 time/year (additionally if needed)
•	Inspect thatch layer regularly and remove as needed
•	Test soil and water annually 

	Additional testing will occur if deemed necessary
•	Soil moisture will be consistent

	No wet areas
	No dry areas
	Firm enough for foot and mower traffic
	Apply wetting agents to assist in uniform soil moisture
	Hand water as needed

•	Inspect daily for insects, disease, and stress and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours
•	Fertilize 3 times per year 
•	Top dress/over seed once a year

2.	Tree and Shrub Maintenance
•	Prune/trim trees and shrubs as dictated by species twice annually during spring and fall
•	Remove sucker growth annually
•	Test soil annually to ensure application of appropriate nutrients as needed
•	Apply fertilizer to plant species according to their optimum requirements as needed or 

yearly
•	Inspect regularly for insects and diseases. Respond to outbreaks within 48 hours
•	Place 2” of organic mulch around each tree within a minimum 18” ring
•	Place 2” of organic mulch around shrub beds to minimize weed growth
•	Remove hazardous limbs and plants immediately upon discovery
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•	Remove dead trees and plant material immediately unless located within an environmental 
area

•	Remove or treat invasive plants within 5 days of discovery
•	Flower bed maintenance done yearly
•	Fertilize once a year
•	Pond maintenance done yearly and inspect weekly
•	Water features maintained weekly
•	Invasive plant removal annually

3.	Storm Cleanup
•	Inspect drain covers at least twice monthly, before rain and immediately after flooding 
•	Remove debris and organic materials from drain covers immediately
•	Maintain water inlet height at 100 percent of design standard

4.	Irrigation Systems
•	Inspect irrigation systems at least once per month or computer monitors as necessary
•	Initiate repairs to non-functioning systems within 24 hours of discovery
•	Back flow testing done annually

5.	Litter Control
•	Pick up litter and empty containers at least once daily or as needed 
•	Remove leaves and organic debris once a week or as necessary
•	Remove stream litter three times a year

6.	Playground Maintenance
•	Audit each playground to ensure compliance with the current version of ASTM 

Performance Standard F1487 and the Consumer Product Safety Commission “Handbook 
for Public Playground Safety”

•	Complete low-frequency playground inspections at least bi-monthly or as required. All 
low-frequency inspections are to be completed by a Certified Playground Safety Inspector 
(CPSI). Complete safety-related repairs immediately, and initiate other repairs within 48 
hours of discovery

•	Complete high-frequency inspections at least weekly
•	Grooming surface three times weekly, nine months a year

7.	 Hard Surface Maintenance
•	Remove debris and glass immediately upon discovery
•	Remove sand, dirt, and organic debris from walks and hard-court surfaces weekly
•	Remove trip hazards from pedestrian areas immediately upon discovery
•	Paint fading or indistinct instructional / directional signs annually
•	Blow grass clippings after mowing around hard surfaces
•	Remove grass growing in cracks as needed
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8.	Outdoor Court Maintenance
•	Inspect tennis and basketball courts at least once monthly. Complete all repairs within 48 

hours of discovery
•	Repaint lines at least once each year
•	Replace basketball nets when frayed, broken, or removed
•	Maintain basketball goal posts, backboards, rims, tennis net posts, fencing, and hardware 

to original design specifications

9.	Trail Maintenance
•	Inspect hard and soft surface trails at least once monthly
•	Remove dirt, sand, and organic debris from hard surfaces at least once weekly
•	Remove organic debris from soft surfaces at least once weekly
•	Maintain a uniform 3”-4” depth of compacted material on soft surface trails at all times
•	Graffiti removed weekly 
•	Remove overhanging branches within 84” of the trail surface at least twice annually
•	Mechanically or chemically control growth 24” on either side of the trails
•	Inspect signs, benches, and other site amenities at least once monthly. Complete repairs 

within 10 days of discovery
•	Inspect and make necessary repairs to lighting systems at least once monthly
•	Repair / replace bulbs to maintain lighting levels to design specifications at all times

10.	Site Amenity Maintenance
•	 Inspect benches, trash containers, picnic tables and grills, bicycle racks, flag poles, 

drinking fountains, and other site amenities at least monthly. Complete repairs within 24 
hours of discovery

•	Cleaning, scrub, and power wash of amenities twice yearly 
•	Inspect daily for insects, disease, and stress and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours

11.	Athletic fields grounds maintenance (Baseball, Soccer, Softball and Cricket)
•	Fields that are dedicated to softball, baseball, soccer, and cricket only
•	Use mower capable of “striping” the turf 
•	Mowing will occur twice weekly
•	Mowing heights -2” during cool season (daytime highs consistently below 75 degrees)
•	Edging of field perimeters will occur twice monthly
•	95 percent turf coverage at the start of every season
•	80 percent turf coverage after play begins
•	5 percent weed infestation
•	No bare areas at the start of every season
•	15 percent bare and weed areas will be acceptable after play begins
•	Apply pre-germinated seed to heavily worn areas after every tournament
•	Remove grass clippings if visible
•	Aerate 3 times annually
•	Aerate high use areas as needed
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•	Inspect thatch layer regularly and remove as needed
•	Test soil and water annually 

1.	 Additional testing will occur if deemed necessary
•	Soil moisture will be consistent

1.	 No wet areas
2.	 No dry areas
3.	 Firm enough for foot and mower traffic
4.	 Apply wetting agents to assist in uniform soil moisture
5.	 Hand water as needed

•	Inspect daily for insects, disease, and stress and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours
•	Fertilize monthly
•	Aerate and over seed yearly

12.	Fence and Gate Maintenance
•	Inspect fences, gates, and bollards at least twice annually. Complete safety-related 

repairs immediately. Complete other repairs within 48 hours of discovery
•	Annually free fence of debris 

13.	Sign Maintenance
•	Inspect sign lettering, surfaces, and posts at least once monthly
•	Repair / replace signs to maintain design and safety standards within 24 hours of discovery
•	Clean signs twice a year
•	Cut back plant material annually or more if needed

14.	Pest Control
•	If the city has an Integrated Pest Management Program (IPM) policy, address problem 

areas and inspected monthly and remedied immediately upon discovery

15.	Vandalism and Graffiti Removal
•	Initiate repairs immediately upon discovery. Document and photograph damage as 

necessary

16.	Picnic Shelters
•	Reserved units cleaned and litter removed prior to and after each reservation
•	Minor repairs are made immediately upon discovery
•	Non-reserved units are clea ned weekly by power washing, or as necessary

17.	Lighting Security / Area
•	Foot-candle levels will be maintained to preserve original design
•	Inspect once monthly
•	Repairs / bulb replacement will be completed within 24 hours of discovery
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18.	Aquatic Center Standards
•	Vacuum pool weekly
•	Manually check water chemistry every two hours of operation
•	Check water electronically on a continuous basis
•	Water checked for temperature, chlorine, and pH
•	Check flow rates every 2 hours of operation
•	Water checked for clarity on a continuous basis
•	Clean concrete areas daily
•	Repaint pool tank every two years
•	Pressure wash concrete areas weekly
•	Clean restrooms two times daily
•	Inspect facility and associated equipment daily
•	Maintain all equipment per manufacturers suggestions
•	Inspect sand filter annually

19.	Broken Equipment Standard
•	Broken equipment shall be repaired immediately, as staff is capable, and parts are 

available when noticed or reported
•	If staff is not able to repair, the broken equipment will be signed and roped off with 

emergency tape indicating that the amenity is broken, not to be used, and if and when it 
will be repaired

20.	Broken Equipment Standard

•	The city should develop a lifecycle replacement program that must be built into the Capital 
Improvement Plan and based on contractor and product specifications

21.	Concession Standards (outdoor) when developed in the future
•	Concession facilities cleaned, wiped down, and sanitized before opening
•	Electrical appliances checked for compliance and repaired if damaged 
•	Lights checked and repaired as needed
•	Concession operating permits secured before opening
•	Appliances cleaned thoroughly before opening
•	Prices for concessions will be posted
•	Cash registers are to be tested to ensure they work properly
•	Test circuit breakers prior to opening
•	Cleaning and sanitization supplies on hand before opening
•	Pick up debris daily
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22.	Closing Concession Standards (outdoor)
•	Equipment cleaned thoroughly
•	Unused supplies removed and discarded
•	Electricity should be turned off
•	Refrigerators and cables turned off and sealed
•	Facility floors, sinks, and counters cleaned thoroughly
•	Hoses cleaned and drained
•	Kitchen cleaned thoroughly
•	Inspections of standards will occur monthly

23.	Restrooms
•	Restrooms cleaned twice per day unless contracted
•	Restrooms inspected hourly
•	Restrooms locked / unlocked daily
•	Replace waterless urinal cartridges monthly
•	Leaks are to be dealt with immediately and repaired within 24 hours of discovery

24.	Open Space Standard
•	Maintain natural appearance to open space areas
•	Remove trees and branches that pose a hazard to the users of the area
•	Respond to disease and insect outbreaks within 24 hours of identification
•	Inspect areas monthly
•	Remove and clean dump sites within 48 hours of identification
•	Post and maintain appropriate signage for each individual area
•	Implement strategies to assist in reducing the stand of non-native invasive plants by 5 

percent annually
•	No large branches or debris will be allowed in parks and along perimeters

MAINTENANCE STANDARDS FOR GOLF COURSE

25.	Golf - Bunker (Level 1 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a quality obstacle to enhance the golf experience	

1.	 Rake					     7 times /week
2.	 Supplement sand			   1 time /annually
3.	 Remove water and check drains		  As needed
4.	 Cut edges				    1 time /month and as needed

26.	Golf - Bunker (Level 2 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a quality obstacle to enhance the golf experience	

1.	 Rake					     3 – 5 times /week and as needed
2.	 Supplement sand			   1  time /annually
3.	 Remove water and check drains	 As needed
4.	 Cut edges				    1 – 2  times /year and as needed
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27.	Golf - Fairways (Level 1 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a quality surface to hit the golf ball of	

1.	 Mow, blow trimmings			   3 or 4 times /week
2.	 Repair holes and divots		  7 times /week
3.	 Aerate					     1 times/year
4.	 Overseed				    1 time /year
5.	 Fertilizer					    3 times /year
6.	 Apply Pre-emergent, fungicide	 1 time /month
7.	 Apply pesticide				   1 time /year
8.	 Adjust flags/signs			   1 time /week
9.	 Inspect markers				   1 time /week
10.	Paint Tee markers			   1 time /year
11.	 Water - As required for green, smooth playing surface - 1”/week
12.	Manage leaves				    2 times /year and as needed

28.	Golf - Greens (Level 1 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a quality putting surface for golfers to enjoy	

1.	 Mow, blow as necessary		  7  times /week
2.	 Collars mowed				    3  times /week
3.	 Aerate					     up to 3 times /year
4.	 Lightly Top-dressed 			   1  time /2 weeks or as needed
5.	 Overseed				    3  times /year
6.	 Fertilizer					    1  time /2 weeks
7.	 Water					     As required for green playing surface
8.	 Manage leaves/debris			   2  times /year and as needed
9.	 Verticity					     3  times /year
10.	Roll					     As required for green playing surface
11.	 Change cups				    7 times /week
12.	Apply pesticide				   1 time /week or as needed

29.	Golf – natural areas (Level 3 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: Eliminate invasive species to enjoy a weed-free surface 	

1.	 Mow					     1 time /year
2.	 Apply herbicide				   1 time /year or as needed
3.	 Sign					     1 time /year

30.	Golf - Roughs (Level 2 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a semi-level hitting surface for golfing playability	

1.	 Mow					     2 times /week
2.	 Overseed				    As needed
3.	 Trim Trees				    1 time /year and as needed
4.	 Apply herbicide/pesticide		  1 time /year
5.	 Fertilizer					    1 time /year
6.	 Manage leaves				    2 times /year and as needed
7.	 Vegetation Control			   3 times /year
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31.	Golf - Tees (Level 1 Maintenance)	
	»Goal: To provide a quality hitting surface for golfers to tee off from	

1.	 Pick up tees					     3 times /week and daily by rangers
2.	 Mow						      3 times /week
3.	 Replace divots with grass and sand		  7 times /week
4.	 Blow 						      7 times /week
5.	 Move markers					     7 times /week
6.	 Inspect signs					     7 times /week
7.	 Repair signs					     As needed
8.	 Check and replenish ball washer fluids	 7 times /week
9.	 Empty trash cans				    7 times /week
10.	Aerate						      5 times /year
11.	 Overseed					     2 times /year and as needed
12.	Fertilizer						     1 time /month
13.	Pre-emergence					     1 time /year
14.	Water 						      7 times /week
15.	Manage leaves    				    2 times /year and as needed 

LEVEL TWO MAINTENANCE STANDARDS FOR PARKS
Maintenance standards can change by season and month depending on the park and level of use. 
Standards will be calculated by time and equipment needed to develop the required operation budgets. 
The difference between Level 1 and Level 2 standards is the frequency rate. 

1.	 Turf Maintenance
•	Mowing will occur once weekly
•	Mowing heights 

1.	 2½” during cool season (daytime highs consistently below 75 degrees)
•	Edging of all turf perimeters will occur weekly during season and every 2 weeks in off-

season
•	88 percent turf coverage 
•	8 percent weed infestation
•	4 percent bare area will be acceptable after play begins
•	Remove grass clippings if visible
•	Aerate once annually in low use areas
•	Aerate twice annually in high use areas (additional if needed)
•	Inspect thatch layer regularly and remove as needed
•	Test soil and water annually 

1.	 Additional testing will occur if deemed necessary
•	Soil moisture will be consistent

1.	 No wet areas
2.	 No dry areas
3.	Firm enough for foot and mower traffic
4.	Apply wetting agents to assist in uniform soil moisture
5.	Hand water as needed
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•	Inspect weekly for insects, disease, and stress, and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours
•	Fertilize twice yearly

2.	Tree and Shrub Maintenance
•	Prune / trim trees and shrubs as dictated by species at least once annually
•	Apply fertilizer to plant species only if plant health dictates
•	Remove sucker growth as needed
•	Inspect regularly for insects and diseases. Respond to outbreaks within 48 hours
•	Place 2” of organic mulch around each tree within a minimum 18” ring
•	Place 2” of organic mulch around shrub beds to minimize weed growth
•	Remove hazardous limbs and plants immediately upon discovery
•	Remove dead trees and plant material within 30 days of discovery
•	Remove or treat invasive plants yearly
•	Storm Cleanup
•	Inspect drain covers at least once monthly and immediately after flooding occurs
•	Remove debris and organic materials from drain covers within every other month 
•	Inspect and clean drains before forecasted storms begin
•	Maintain water inlet height at 100 percent of design standard
•	Invasive plant removal once a year or as needed
•	Drain system maintenance done once a year
•	Irrigation Systems
•	Inspect irrigation systems a minimum of once per month and as necessary
•	Initiate repairs to non-functioning systems within 48 hours of discovery
•	Annual back flow inspection done yearly6.Litter Control
•	Pick up litter and empty containers at least every other day or as needed 
•	Remove leaves and organic debris once a week

3.	Playground Maintenance
•	Audit each playground to ensure compliance with the current version of ASTM 

Performance Standard F1487 and the Consumer Product Safety Commission “Handbook 
for Public Playground Safety”

•	Complete low-frequency playground inspections at least bi-monthly or as required. All 
low-frequency inspections are to be completed by a Certified Playground Safety Inspector 
(CPSI). Complete safety-related repairs immediately and initiate other repairs within 48 
hours of discovery

4.	Complete high-frequency inspections at least weekly
•	Grooming surface two times weekly
•	Hard Surface Maintenance
•	Remove debris and glass immediately upon discovery
•	Remove sand, dirt, and organic debris from walks, lots, and hard surfaces every 30 days
•	Remove trip hazards from pedestrian areas immediately upon discovery
•	Paint fading or indistinct instructional / directional signs every other year
•	Remove grass in the cracks monthly
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5.	Outdoor Court Maintenance
•	Inspect basketball courts at least once monthly. Complete repairs within 10 days of 

discovery
•	Repaint lines at least once every 2 years
•	Replace basketball nets within 10 days when frayed, broken, or removed
•	Maintain basketball goal posts, backboards, rims, fencing, and hardware to original 

design specifications. Complete repairs within 10 days of discovery

6.	Trail Maintenance
•	Inspect hard and soft surface trails at least once monthly
•	Remove dirt, sand, and organic debris from hard surfaces at least once monthly
•	Remove organic debris from soft surfaces at least once monthly
•	Maintain a uniform 2”-4” depth of compacted material on soft surface trails 
•	Mechanically or chemically control growth 24” on either side of the trails
•	Remove overhanging branches within 84” of the trail surface at least once annually
•	Inspect signs, benches, and other site amenities at least once monthly. Complete repairs 

within 10 days of discovery

7.	 Site Amenity Maintenance
•	Inspect benches, trash containers, picnic tables, grills, bicycle racks, drinking fountains, 

and other site amenities at least monthly. Complete repairs within 5 days of discovery
•	Cleaning and washing annually
•	Inspect daily for insects, disease, and stress and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours

8.	Athletic Field Grounds Maintenance (baseball, soccer, softball, and rugby)
•	Fields that are dedicated to soccer, baseball, softball, and rugby only
•	Mowing will occur twice weekly
•	Mowing heights 

1.	 2 ½ “during cool season (daytime highs consistently below 75 degrees)
2.	 3” during warm season (daytime highs consistently above 75 degrees)

•	Edging of all field perimeters will occur once monthly
•	80 percent turf coverage at the start of every season
•	65 percent turf coverage after play begins
•	20 percent weed infestation
•	5 percent bare area at the start of every season
•	15 percent bare and weak areas will be acceptable after play begins
•	Remove grass clippings if visible
•	Aerate once annually
•	Inspect thatch layer regularly and remove as needed
•	Test soil and water annually

1.	 Additional testing will occur if deemed necessary
2.	 Soil moisture will be consistent

•	No wet areas
•	No dry areas
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•	Firm enough for foot and mower traffic
•	Inspect weekly for insects, disease, and stress, and respond to outbreaks within 24 hours

9.	Fence and Gate Maintenance
•	Inspect fences, gates, and bollards at least once annually. Complete safety-related repairs 

immediately, and complete other repairs within 5 days of discovery
•	Clean debris annually

10.	Sign Maintenance
•	Inspect sign lettering, surfaces, and posts at least once every 3 months
•	Repair / replace signs to maintain design and safety standards within 5 days of discovery
•	Clean signs once a year

11.	Pest Control
•	In accordance with the Department’s Integrated Pest Management Program (IPM), 

inspect problem areas monthly and remedy immediately upon discovery
•	Vandalism and Graffiti Removal
•	Initiate repairs immediately upon discovery. Document and photograph damage as 

necessary
•	Picnic Shelters
•	Reserved units cleaned and litter removed prior to and after each reservation
•	Minor repairs are made immediately upon discovery
•	Non-reserved units are cleaned bi-weekly, or as necessary
•	Lighting Security / Area
•	Inspect quarterly
•	Repairs / bulb replacement will be completed within 72 hours of discovery

12.	Restrooms
•	Restrooms cleaned daily unless contracted
•	Restrooms inspected every three hours
•	Restrooms locked / unlocked daily
•	Replace waterless urinal cartridges monthly
•	Leaks dealt with immediately and repaired within 24 hours of discovery
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LEVEL THREE MAINTENANCE STANDARDS FOR PARKS
Maintenance Standards can change by season and month depending on the type of park and level 
of use. Standards will be calculated by time and equipment needed to develop required operation 
budgets.

1.	 Turf Maintenance (dog parks)
•	Mowing will occur once every 10 days
•	Mowing heights

1.	 2½” during cool season (daytime highs consistently below 75 degrees)
•	50 percent turf coverage
•	Up to 50 percent weed coverage for existing 
•	Up to 20 percent bare area
•	Safety of hazard only action

2.	Pick up trash daily in parking lots
•	Clean restroom at least once a week
•	Inspect signage on how to use the park properly

3.	Maintenance Items for Dog Parks
•	Move dog areas every two weeks to keep areas from getting beat down
•	Inspect fencing on a weekly basis
•	Inspect safety lighting on a weekly basis

4.	Maintenance Items for Water Parks
•	The Department shall establish and implement a maintenance program to assure safe 

and enjoyable water park conditions. 

5.	Minimum Standard
•	The Department shall establish and administer programs for all areas of the water parks. 

These shall be maintained in good condition in conformance with the Department’s 
minimum standards. The policies that will govern minimum standards for maintenance 
operations include but not are limited to:

•	Customer Service
	» Safety and directional signs are properly positioned
	» Entrance is clearly visible with appropriately placed road signs to access the water park
	» Entrance is well landscaped with a “Welcome To” sign in place
	» Parking lot is clean and well maintained
	» Parking lot has designated handicapped slots
	»Area surrounding water park is neatly groomed and landscaped
	»Maintenance building is neat and clean
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•	Buildings and structures
	» Bathhouse and restrooms floors should be disinfected daily
	» Pool decks should be rinsed daily
	» Buildings and structures shall be maintained in good repair at all times in a fashion which is 
consistent with fire and safety codes and regulations.  
	» Tools, supplies and equipment will be organized in an orderly fashion
	»Chemical storage shall be reported to the Department on an annual basis as part of SARA 
III reporting requirements. All chemicals shall be stored in a fashion consistent with local/
state storage recommendations
	» Restrooms shall be checked at least hourly on a daily basis and maintained in a manner 
to provide clean and sanitary facilities.  Soap, towels, toilet issue, etc., shall be provided in 
adequate quantities at all times. 
	» The staff shall keep true, accurate, and complete records of water park maintenance, 
chemical applications, and safety inspections
	» Planters (All areas planted with ornamental plants, and having a definable border)
	» Planters shall be maintained free of trash and debris such as (e.g., paper, drinking cans, 
bottles, fallen limbs and leaves, and etc.)
	» Planters shall be maintained free of weeds or grass by mechanical, manual, or chemical 
means
	» Plant material (e.g., trees, shrubbery, and ground covering) in planters shall be trimmed 
for protection from wind, insect damage, and appearance
	»Various planting areas throughout the facility will be cultivated, weeded, pruned, and 
fertilized regularly, with at least 2 replanting programs for annuals scheduled yearly
	» Irrigation (All equipment required to irrigate all areas of the property)
o	Repair or replace all heads, valves, control equipment, wiring and pipe as needed to maintain 

the proper operation of the irrigation system on an ongoing basis
•	Fences (All fences, chain links, walls, or barbed wire on or within boundaries of the property)

	» Repair all broken or damaged fencing as necessary
	» Immediately repair or replace all fences, gates and locking devices as needed for the 
protection of the water park

•	Parking, Sidewalks and Hardscape
	»All sidewalks, patios, and concrete paths must be kept edged. Edging around valve boxes, 
meter boxes, backflow preventers, etc., shall be done as needed to ensure there is no 
obstruction of play or maintenance from growth around these areas
	»Any change in the physical characteristics of the water park or the modification of any 
portion of the grounds or structures, shall only be undertaken with the direct approval of 
the Department
	» Trash and refuse shall be collected daily and removed from the property as necessary to 
ensure minimal problems from refuse odors, insects, etc.
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•	Park Amenities and Slides
	»All slides are inspected on a daily basis for problems. Slides are waxed on a yearly basis
	»All in-park amenities are inspected daily and repaired as need
	» Sand in play areas are raked daily as it applies to play areas and volleyball areas
	» Picnic areas washed down daily prior to visitors the water park and tables inspected for 
repairs
	» Lazy river painted and repaired yearly as needed
	» Park pool painted and striped on a yearly basis
	»All tubes are inspected weekly  

PARK DESIGN PRINCIPALS
In developing design principles for parks, it is important that each park be programmed, planned, and 
designed to meet the needs of its service area and classification within the overall park and recreation 
system. The term programming, when used in the context of planning and developing parkland, refers 
to a list of uses and facilities and does not always include staff-managed recreation programs. The 
program for a site can include such elements as ball fields, spray parks, shelters, restrooms, game 
courts, trails, natural resource stewardship, open meadows, nature preserves, or interpretive areas. 
These types of amenities are categorized as lead or support amenities. The needs of the population of 
the park it is intended to serve should be considered and accommodated at each type of park. 
Park Design Principles in this document should apply to existing and future parks needing Master Plans. 
Every park, regardless of type, needs to have an established set of outcomes. Park planners /designers 
design to those outcomes, including operational and maintenance costs associated with the design 
outcomes. 
Each park classification category serves a specific purpose, and the features and facilities in the park 
must be designed for the number of age segments the park is intended to serve, the desired length of 
stay deemed appropriate, and the uses it has been assigned. Recreation needs and services require 
different design standards based on the age segments that make up the community that will be using 
the park. A varying number of age segments will be accommodated with the park program depending 
on the classification of the park. The age segments are:

•	Ages 2-5
•	Ages 6-8
•	Ages 9-12
•	Ages 13-17
•	Ages 18-24
•	Ages 25-34
•	Ages 35-44
•	Ages 45-54
•	Ages 55-64
•	Ages 65-75
•	Ages 76+
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Definitions used in the Park Design PrinciplesDefinitions used in the Park Design Principles

Land Usage: The percentage of space identified for either passive use or active use in a park. A park 
master plan should follow land usage recommendations.

Programming: Can include active or passive (i.e, none). Active means it is organized and planned 
with pre-registration by the user. Examples of active programming include sports leagues, day camps, 
and aquatics. Passive programming is self-directed by the user at their own pace. Examples of passive 
programming include playground usage, picnicking, Disc golf, reading, or walking the dog.

Maintenance Standards: Three maintenance levels are generally defined. The difference between 
levels is frequency of maintenance as determined by funding availability. Maintenance Standards 
have these general characteristics.

•	 Level 1 Maintenance – High profile areas where the entire area is visible to foot traffic such as 
entrances to community centers, signature facilities, and areas where funding permits a higher 
level of maintenance. Example of maintenance activities include Mowing and edging twice per 
week, 95 percent turf coverage at start of season with 5 percent weeds and 0 percent bare area, 
edging once per week, tree pruning cycle once annually, litter pickup twice per week.

•	 Level 2 Maintenance – Moderate to heavy use typical of most parks. Example maintenance 
activities include Mowing and edging once per week, 88 percent turf coverage at start of season 
with 8 percent weeds and 4 percent bare area, tree pruning cycle every seven years, litter pickup 
once per week.

•	 Level 3 Maintenance – Typical for low usage parks or when funding is limited. Example 
maintenance activities include Mowing and edging every 10 days, 80 percent turf coverage at 
start of season with 20 percent weeds, edging once per week or every 2 weeks in off-season, tree 
pruning cycle every 10 years, litter pickup every other week. 
In areas where turf does not impact quality of experience (i.e., dog parks) or non-landscaped 
open space areas, demand-based maintenance is provided according to funding availability. 

Park/Facility Classifications: Includes Neighborhood Park, Community Park, Regional Park, Sports 
Complex Facility, Special Use Park/Facility, Greenbelts/Trails/Paseos, and Open Space/Natural Area. 
Appendix A identifies sport field amenities. 

Revenue Facilities: These include facilities that charge to play on them in the form of an access fee, 
player fee, team fee, or permit fee. These could include pools, golf courses, tennis courts, recreation 
centers, sport field complexes, concession facilities, hospitality centers, reservable shelters, outdoor or 
indoor theatre space, and special event spaces.

Signature Facility/Amenity: This is an enhanced facility or amenity which is viewed by community 
as deserving of special recognition due to its design, location, function, natural resources, etc.
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Design Principles for each park classification follow.

Neighborhood Park
A neighborhood park should be three to 10 acres; however, some Neighborhood Parks are determined 
by use and facilities offered and not by size alone. The service radius for a neighborhood park is one half 
mile or six blocks. Neighborhood Parks should have safe pedestrian access for surrounding residents; 
parking may or may not be included but if included accounts for less than ten cars and provides for ADA 
access. Neighborhood Parks serve the recreational and social focus of the adjoining neighborhoods 
and contribute to a distinct neighborhood identity.

•	Size of park: Three to 10 acres (usable area measured). Preferred size is eight acres
•	Service radius: 0.5-mile radius
•	Site Selection: On a local or collector street. If near an arterial street, provide natural or 

artificial barrier. Where possible, next to a school. Encourage location to link subdivisions 
and linked by trails to other parks

•	Length of stay: One hour experience or less
•	Amenities: One signature amenity (e.g. major playground, spray ground park, sport 

court, gazebo); no restrooms unless necessary for signature amenity; may include one 
non-programmed sports field; playgrounds for ages 2-5 and 5-12 with some shaded 
elements; no reservable shelters; loop trails; one type of sport court; no non-producing/
unused amenities; benches, small picnic shelters next to play areas. Amenities are ADA 
compliant

•	Landscape Design:  Appropriate design to enhance the park theme/use/experience
•	Revenue facilities: none
•	Land usage: 85 percent active/15 percent passive
•	Programming: Typically, none, but a signature amenity may be included which is 

programmed
•	Maintenance Standards: Provide the highest-level maintenance with available funding. 

Seek a goal of Level 2 maintenance standards. Some amenities may require Level 1 
maintenance

•	Signage: Directional signage and facility/amenity regulations to enhance user experience
•	Parking: Design should include widened on-street parking area adjacent to park. Goal is 

to maximize usable park space. As necessary, provide 5-10 spaces within park including 
handicap spaces. Traffic calming devices encouraged next to park 

•	Lighting: Security or amenity only. Lighting on dual system with 50 percent of lights off at 
a set time and 50 percent on all night for security

•	Naming: Consistent with the city’s ordinances for naming of parks, or may be named 
after a prominent or historic person, event, or natural landmark

•	Other: Customized to demographics of neighborhood; safety design meets established 
CPTED standards; integrated color scheme throughout  
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Community Park
Community Parks are intended to be accessible to multiple neighborhoods and should focus on meeting 
community-based recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. 
Community Parks are generally larger in scale than neighborhood parks, but smaller than regional 
parks and are designed typically for residents who live within a three-mile radius.   When possible, the 
park may be developed adjacent to a school. Community Parks provide recreational opportunities for 
the entire family and often contain facilities for specific recreational purposes: athletic fields, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, extreme sports amenity, recreation center, loop trails, picnic areas, reservable picnic 
shelters, sports courts, permanent restrooms, large turfed and landscaped areas and a playground 
or spray ground. Passive outdoor recreation activities such as meditation, quiet reflection, and wildlife 
watching also take place at Community Parks. 
Community Parks generally range from 20 to 100 acres depending on the community. Community 
Parks serve a larger area – radius of one to three miles and contain more recreation amenities than a 
Neighborhood Park. 

•	Size of park: 20 to 60 acres normally. Can be up to 100 acres (usable area measured).
•	Service radius: One-to-three-mile radius
•	Site Selection: On two collector streets minimum and preferably one arterial street. If near 

arterial street, provide natural or artificial barrier. Minimal number of residences abutting 
site. Preference is streets on four sides, or three sides with school or municipal use on fourth 
side. Encourage trail linkage to other parks

•	Length of stay: Two to three hours experience
•	Amenities: Four signature amenities at a minimum: (e.g., trails, sports fields, large 

shelters/ pavilions, community playground for ages 2-5 and 5-12 with some shaded 
elements, recreation center, pool or family aquatic center, sports courts, water feature); 
public restrooms, ample parking, and security lighting. Amenities are ADA compliant. 
Sport Fields and Sport Complexes are typical at this park. 

•	Revenue facilities: One or more (e.g., pool, sports complex, pavilion)
•	Land usage: 65 percent active and 35 percent passive
•	Programming: Minimum of four essential program services (e.g., sports, day camps, 

aquatics) 
•	Maintenance Standards: Provide the highest-level maintenance with available funding. 

Seek a goal of Level 2 maintenance standards. Some amenities may require Level 1 
maintenance

•	Parking: Sufficient to support the amenities; occupies no more than 10 percent of the 
park. Design should include widened on-street parking area adjacent to park. Goal is to 
maximize usable park space. Traffic calming devices encouraged within and next to the 
park

•	Lighting: Amenity lighting includes sport field light standards. Security lighting on dual 
system with 50 percent of lights off at a set time and 50 percent on all night for security

•	Signage: Directional signage and facility/amenity regulations to enhance user experience. 
May include kiosks in easily identified areas of the facility

•	Landscape Design: Appropriate design to enhance the park theme/use/experience. 
Enhanced landscaping at park entrances and throughout park
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•	Naming: Consistent with the city’s naming right ordinance, may be named after a 
prominent or historic person, event, or natural landmark

•	Other: Strong appeal to surrounding neighborhoods; integrated color scheme throughout 
the park; partnerships developed with support groups, schools, and other organizations; 
loop trail connectivity; linked to Regional Park, trail, or recreation facility; safety design 
meets established CPTED standards. Telephone/Cable TV conduit. 

Regional Park
A regional park serves a large area of several communities, residents within a city, or county, or across 
multiple counties. Depending on activities within a regional park, users may travel as many as 60 miles 
for a visit. Regional parks include recreational opportunities such as soccer, softball, golf, boating, 
camping, conservation-wildlife viewing and fishing. Although regional parks usually have a combination 
of passive areas and active facilities, they are likely to be predominantly natural resource-based parks. 
A common size for a regional park is 100 to 1,000 acres but some parks can be 2,000 to 5,000 acres 
in size. A regional park focuses on activities and natural features not included in most types of parks 
and often based on a specific scenic or recreational opportunity. Facilities could include those found in 
a Community Park and have specialized amenities such as an art center, amphitheater, boating facility, 
golf course, or natural area with interpretive trails. Regional parks can and should promote tourism and 
economic development. Regional parks can enhance the economic vitality and identity of the entire 
region. Eagle Creek Park is a regional park.

•	Size of park: 100 to 1,000 acres
•	Service radius: Three mile or greater radius
•	Site Selection: Prefer location which can preserve natural resources on-site such as 

wetlands, streams, and other geographic features or sites with significant cultural or 
historic features. Significantly large parcel of land. Access from public roads capable of 
handling anticipated traffic.

•	Length of stay: All day experience
•	Amenities: 10 to 12 amenities to create a signature facility (e.g., golf course, tennis complex, 

sports complex, lake, regional playground, 3+ reservable picnic shelters, camping, 
outdoor recreation/extreme sports, recreation center, pool, gardens, trails, zoo, specialty 
facilities); public restrooms, concessions, restaurant, ample parking, special event site. 
Sport Fields and Sport Complexes are typical at this park. See details in Sport Complex 
classification and Appendix A – Sport Field Amenities for more information

•	Revenue facilities: More than two; park designed to produce revenue to offset operational 
costs

•	Land usage: Up to 50 percent active/50 percent passive
•	Programming: More than four recreation experiences per age segment with at least four 

core programs provided
•	Maintenance Standards: Provide the highest-level maintenance with available funding. 

Seek a goal of Level 2 maintenance standards. Some amenities may require Level 1 
maintenance

•	Parking: Sufficient for all amenities. Traffic calming devices encouraged within and next 
to park
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•	Lighting: Amenity lighting includes sport field light standards. Security lighting on dual 
system with 50 percent of lights off at a set time and 50 percent on all night for security

•	Signage: Directional signage and facility/amenity regulations to enhance user experience, 
May include kiosks in easily identified areas of the facility

•	Landscape Design: Appropriate design to enhance the park theme/use/experience. 
Enhanced landscaping at park entrances and throughout park

•	Naming: Consistent with the city’s naming ordinance, may be named after a prominent 
or historic person, event, or natural landmark

•	Other: Safety design may meet CPTED safety standards; integrated color scheme 
throughout the park; linked to major trails systems, public transportation available, 
concessions, food, and retail sales available, dedicated site managers on duty. Telephone/
Cable TV conduit. 

Sports Complex
Sports complexes at Community Parks, Regional Parks, and stand-alone Sports Complexes are 
developed to provide four to 16 fields or courts in one setting. A sports complex may also support 
extreme sports facilities, such as BMX and skateboarding. Sports Complexes can be single focused or 
multi-focused and can include indoor or outdoor facilities to serve the needs of both youth and adults. 
Outdoor fields should be lighted to maximize value and productivity of the complex. Agencies developing 
sports complexes focus on meeting the needs of residents while also attracting sport tournaments for 
economic purposes to the community.
Sport field design includes appropriate field distances for each sport’s governing body and support 
amenities designed to produce revenue to offset operational costs. 
Signature sports complexes include enhanced amenities such as artificial turf, multipurpose field 
benches and bleachers, scoreboards, amplified sound, scorer’s booths, etc. Enhanced amenities would 
be identified through discussion between the city and Schools and or sports associations and dependent 
upon adequate funding.

•	Size of park: Preferably 40 or more acres for stand-alone complexes
•	Service radius: Determined by community demand
•	Site Selection: Stand-alone sports complexes are strategically located on or near arterial 

streets. Refer to community or regional Park sections if sport complex located within a 
park. Preference is streets on four sides, or three sides with school or municipal use on 
fourth side.

•	Length of stay: Two to three hours experience for single activities. Can be all day for 
tournaments or special events

•	Amenities: Four to sixteen fields or sports courts in one setting; public restrooms, ample 
parking, turf types appropriate for the facility and anticipated usage, and field lighting. 
Amenities are ADA compliant. 

•	Revenue facilities: Four or more (e.g., fields, concession stand, picnic pavilion)
•	Land usage: 95 percent active and 5 percent passive
•	Programming: Focus on active programming of all amenities
•	Maintenance Standards: Provide the highest-level maintenance with available funding. 

Plan for Level 1 and sometimes 2 level of maintenance standards at signature facility



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 188

•	Parking: Sufficient to support the amenities. Traffic calming devices encouraged within 
and next to park

•	Lighting: Amenity lighting includes sport field light standards. Security lighting on dual 
system with 50 percent of lights off at a set time and 50 percent on all night for security

•	Signage: Directional signage and facility/amenity regulations to enhance user experience. 
May include kiosks in easily identified areas of the facility

•	Landscape Design: Appropriate design to enhance the park theme/use/experience. 
Enhanced landscaping at entrances and throughout complex

•	Naming: Consistent with the City’s naming ordinance, may be named after a prominent 
or historic person, event, or natural landmark

•	Other: Integrated color scheme throughout the park; safety design meets established 
CPTED standards. Telephone/Cable TV conduit. 

 Special Use Park/Facility
Special Use facilities are those spaces that don’t fall within a typical park classification. A major 
difference between a Special Use facility and other parks is that they usually serve a single purpose 
whereas other park classifications are designed to offer multiple recreation opportunities. It is possible 
for a Special Use facility to be located inside another park. Special Use facilities generally fall into three 
categories:

Historic/Cultural/Social Sites – unique local resources offering historical, educational, and 
cultural opportunities. Examples include historic downtown areas, commercial zones, plaza 
parks, performing arts parks, arboretums, display gardens, performing arts facilities, indoor 
theaters, churches, and amphitheaters. Frequently these are located in Community or Regional 
Parks

Golf Courses – Nine and 18-hole complexes with ancillary facilities such as club houses, driving 
ranges, program space and learning centers. These facilities are highly maintained and support 
a wide age level of males and females. Programs are targeted for daily use play, tournaments, 
leagues, clinics, and special events. Operational costs come from daily play, season pass holders, 
concessions, driving range fees, earned income opportunities and sale of pro shop items

Indoor Recreation Facilities – specialized or single purpose facilities. Examples include 
community centers, senior centers, and community theaters. Frequently these are located in 
Community or Regional Parks

Outdoor Recreation facilities – Examples include aquatic parks, disk golf, skateboard, BMX, 
and dog parks, which may be located in a park
	» Size of park: Depends upon facilities and activities included. Their diverse character makes it 
impossible to apply acreage standards
	» Service radius: Depends upon facilities and activities included. Typically serves special user 
groups while a few serve the entire population
	» Site Selection: Given the variety of potential uses, no specific standards are defined for site 
selection. As with all park types, the site itself should be located where it is appropriate for its 
use.
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	» Length of stay varies by facility
	»Amenities: varies by facility
	» Revenue facilities: Due to nature of certain facilities, revenue may be required for construction 
and/or annual maintenance. This should be determined at a policy level before the facility is 
planned and constructed
	» Land usage: varies by facility
	» Programming: varies by facility
	»Maintenance Standards: Provide the highest-level maintenance with available funding. Seek 
a goal of Level 2 maintenance standards. Some amenities (i.e., rose gardens) will require 
Level 1 maintenance
	» Parking: On-street or off-street parking is provided as appropriate. Design should include 
widened on-street parking area adjacent to park. Goal is to maximize usable park space. As 
necessary, provide five to 10 spaces within park including handicap spaces. Traffic calming 
devices encouraged next to park 
	» Lighting: Security or amenity only. Lighting on dual system with 50 percent of lights off at a 
set time and 50 percent on all night for security
	» Signage: Directional signage and facility/amenity regulations to enhance user experience
	» Landscape Design: Appropriate design to enhance the park theme/use/experience
	»Naming: Follows City ordinance for naming or may be named after a prominent or historic 
person, event, or natural landmark
	»Other: Integrated color scheme throughout the park; safety design meets established CPTED 
standards. Telephone/Cable TV conduit as appropriate. 

Trails
Trails are recognized for their ability to connect people and place and often include either paved 
or natural trails. Trails can also be loop trails in parks. Linking neighborhoods, parks, recreation 
facilities, attractions, and natural areas with a multi-use trail fulfills two guiding principles 
simultaneously: protecting natural areas along river and open space areas and providing 
people with a way to access and enjoy them. Multi-use trails also offer a safe, alternative form of 
transportation; provide substantial health benefits, habitat enhancements for plants and wildlife, 
and unique opportunities for outdoor education and cultural interpretation. 
•	Size: Typically, at least 30-foot width of unencumbered land for a Greenbelt or Paseo. May 

include a trail to support walk, bike, run, equestrian type activities. Typically, an urban trail is 
10-foot wide to support pedestrian and bicycle uses. In open space areas, trails include 2-feet 
of decomposed granite on both sides of the trail for walkers, bicyclists. Trails incorporate 
signage to designate where a user is located and where the trials connect in the city. 
Equestrian uses can occur in both urban and open space settings by adding 10 more feet of 
space to separate equestrian usage from pedestrian/bike usage. In urban settings, equestrian 
use includes five foot of decomposed granite plus a five-foot landscaped separation from the 
pedestrian/bike trail. In open space settings, equestrian use includes five foot of harrowed 
soil plus a five-foot natural separation from the pedestrian/bike trail

•	Site Selection: Located consistent with approved Trails Master Plan
•	Amenities: Parking and restrooms at major trailheads. May include small parks along the 
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trail
•	Maintenance standards: Demand based maintenance with available funding 
•	Lighting: Security lighting at trailheads and high use areas. Lighting on dual system with 50 

percent of lights off at a set time and 50 percent on all night for security
•	Signage: Mileage markers at half mile intervals. Interpretive kiosks as deemed appropriate
•	Landscape Design: Coordinated planting scheme in urban areas. Limited or no planting in 

open space areas
•	Other: Connectivity to parks or other city attractions and facilities is desirable

Open Space/Natural Area
Open Space/Natural Areas are undeveloped but may include natural or paved trails. Grasslands 
under power line corridors are one example; creek areas are another. Open Space contain 
natural resources that can be managed for recreation and natural resource conservation 
values such as a desire to protect wildlife habitat, water quality and endangered species. Open 
Space also can provide opportunities for nature based, unstructured, low-impact recreational 
opportunities such as walking and nature viewing. 

•	Amenities: May include paved or natural trails, wildlife viewing areas, mountain biking, 
disc golf, interpretation, and education facilities

•	Maintenance standards: Demand-based maintenance with available funding. Biological 
management practices observed.

•	Lighting: None
•	Signage: Interpretive kiosks as deemed appropriate
•	Landscape Design: Generally, none. Some areas may include landscaping, such as 

entryways or around buildings. In these situations, sustainable design is appropriate.

Sport Field Amenities
Basic sport field amenities provided by the city are listed below. 

Baseball Field Amenities - Youth size
•	Field size: Preferred: 225-foot outfield fence with 10-foot warning track with 4-foot-high 

outfield fence. Alternate: 215-foot outfield fence with 8-foot-high outfield fence.
•	Baselines and infield: 60-foot and 70-foot skinned baseline w/ base sleeves w/ grass 

infield. Ball field mix extends from backstop down sidelines to fence opening at end of 
dugout. Home plate included. Bases specified by the city and provided by user groups.

•	Permanent backstop. 2-foot-high concrete block w/ safety padding and 18-foot vertical 
fence (black vinyl coated chain link).

•	Fencing: 8-foot-high fence (black vinyl coated chain link) from backstop to end of skinned 
infield. On 225-foot field, 4-foot-high sideline, and outfield fence (black vinyl coated 
chain link). On 215-foot field, outfield fence increases to 8-foot high. Yellow safety top on 
outfield fence. Foul poles at outfield fence. 12-foot wide dual-gate opening on one sideline 
fence for field maintenance equipment access.

•	Concrete block bin: 6-foot by 6-foot for ball field mix located adjacent to 12-foot fence 
opening.
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•	Dugout: 21-foot by 7-foot including 15-foot-long players bench with backrest. 8-foot-high 
fencing around dugout. Dugout opens onto field at home base side of dugout. 2-foot 
safety wing fencing inside dugout to prevent foul ball entry. Slatted roof over dugout.

•	Raised pitching mound with two pitching rubbers (46-foot and 50-foot to home plate). 
Equipment installed by city maintenance staff.

•	Interior warm up/practice pitching mound along sideline fences backing up to outfield 
fence (46-foot distance from pitching rubber to plate). Slats or padding in fence to 
maintain fence longevity.

•	Three row bleachers (21-foot long) on concrete pad both baselines.
•	12-foot by 8-foot concrete pad for storage box. Equipment storage unit funded by user 

group – approved and installed by city maintenance staff on same side as field mix bin.
•	Conduit and pull boxes from power source to backstop, and from backstop to outfield 

field for future scoreboard. Scoreboard/controller provided by user group.
•	Field lighting at community and regional parks.
•	Concrete behind dugouts and in dugouts connected to park walkways on all fields.
•	Quick disconnect for water behind pitcher’s mound.

Baseball Field Amenities – Adult size
•	Field size: 320-foot down the foul line and 385-foot in center field. Includes 10-foot 

warning track,
•	Baselines and infield: 90-foot skinned baseline w/ base sleeves w/ grass infield. Ball field 

mix extends from backstop down sidelines to fence opening at end of dugout. Home plate 
included. Bases specified by city and provided by user groups.

•	Permanent backstop. 2-foot-high concrete block w/ safety padding and 18-foot vertical 
fence (black vinyl coated chain link).

•	Fencing: 8-foot-high fence (black vinyl coated chain link) from backstop to end of skinned 
infield. 4-foot-high sideline and outfield fence (black vinyl coated chain link). Yellow safety 
top on outfield fence. Foul poles at outfield fence. 12-foot wide dual-gate opening on one 
sideline fence for field maintenance equipment access.

•	Concrete block bin: 6-foot by 6-foot for ball field mix located adjacent to 12-foot fence 
opening.

•	Dugout: 27-foot by 9-foot including 21-foot-long players bench with backrest. 8-foot-
high fencing around dugout. Dugout opens onto field at home base side of dugout. 2-foot 
safety wing fencing inside dugout to prevent foul ball entry. Slatted roof over dugout.

•	Raised pitching mound with pitching rubbers 60-foot, 6-inches to home plate). Equipment 
installed by city maintenance staff.

•	Interior warm up/practice pitching mound along sideline fences near outfield fence (60-
foot, 6-inches to home plate). Slats or padding in fence to maintain fence longevity.

•	Three row bleachers (21-foot long) on concrete pad both baselines.
•	12-foot by 8-foot concrete pad for storage box. Equipment storage unit funded by user 

group – approved and installed by City maintenance staff on same side as field mix bin. 
•	Conduit and pull boxes from power source to backstop, and from backstop to outfield 

field for future scoreboard. Scoreboard/controller provided by user group.
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•	Field lighting at community and regional parks.
•	Concrete behind dugouts and in dugouts connected to park walkways on all fields.
•	Quick disconnect for water behind pitcher’s mound.

Softball Field Amenities – Youth size
•	Field size: Preferred: 225-foot outfield fence with 10-foot warning track with 4-foot-high 

outfield fence. Alternate: 215-foot outfield fence with 8-foot-high outfield fence.
•	Baselines and infield: 50-foot and 60-foot baseline w/ base sleeves on completely skinned 

infield. Home plate included. Bases specified by City and provided by user groups.
•	Permanent backstop. 2-foot-high concrete block w/ safety padding and 18-foot vertical 

fence (black vinyl coated chain link).
•	Fencing: 8-foot-high fence (black vinyl coated chain link) from backstop to end of skinned 

infield. On 225-foot field, 4-foot-high sideline, and outfield fence (black vinyl coated 
chain link). On 215-foot field, outfield fence increases to 8-foot high. Yellow safety top on 
outfield fence. Foul poles at outfield fence. 12-foot wide dual-gate opening on one sideline 
fence for field maintenance equipment access.

•	Concrete block bin: 6-foot by 6-foot for ball field mix located adjacent to 12-foot fence 
opening.

•	Dugout: 21-foot by 7-foot including 15-foot-long players bench with backrest. 8-foot-high 
fencing around dugout. Dugout opens onto field at home base side of dugout. 2-foot 
safety wing fencing inside dugout to prevent foul ball entry. Slatted roof over dugout.

•	No pitching mound. Three pitching rubbers (30-foot/35-foot/40-foot to home plate). 
Equipment installed by City maintenance staff.

•	Interior warm up/practice pitching area along sideline fences backing up to outfield fence 
(30-foot/35-foot/40-foot to home plate distance from pitching rubber to plate). Slats or 
padding in fence to maintain fence longevity.

•	Three row bleachers (21-foot long) on concrete pad both baselines.
•	12-foot by 8-foot concrete pad for storage box. Equipment storage unit funded by user 

group – approved and installed by City maintenance staff on same side as field mix bin. 
•	Conduit and pull boxes from power source to backstop, and from backstop to outfield 

field for future scoreboard. Scoreboard/controller provided by user group.
•	Field lighting at community and regional parks.
•	Concrete behind dugouts and in dugouts connected to park walkways on all fields.
•	Quick disconnect for water behind pitcher’s mound.
•	Bomber system for watering infield preferred.

Softball Field Amenities – Adult size 
•	Field size: 300-foot outfield fence with 10-foot warning track and 8-foot-high outfield 

fence.
•	Baselines and infield: 60-foot/ 65-foot/ 70-foot/ 80-foot baseline w/ base sleeves on 

skinned infield. Home plate included. Bases specified by City and provided by user groups.
•	Permanent backstop. 2-foot-high concrete block w/ safety padding and 18-foot vertical 

fence (black vinyl coated chain link).
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•	Fencing: 8-foot-high fence (black vinyl coated chain link) from backstop to end of skinned 
infield. 8-foot-high sideline and outfield fence (black vinyl coated chain link). Foul poles at 
outfield fence. 12-foot wide dual-gate opening on one sideline fence for field maintenance 
equipment access.

•	Concrete block bin: 6-foot by 6-foot for ball field mix located adjacent to 12-foot fence 
opening.

•	Dugout: 27-foot by 9-foot including 21-foot-long players bench with backrest. 8-foot-
high fencing around dugout. Dugout opens onto field at home base side of dugout. 2-foot 
safety wing fencing inside dugout to prevent foul ball entry. Slatted roof over dugout.

•	No pitching mound. Two pitching rubbers (50-foot /54-foot to home plate). Equipment 
installed by City maintenance staff.

•	Three row bleachers (21-foot long) on concrete pad both baselines.
•	12-foot by 8-foot concrete pad for storage box. Equipment storage unit funded by user 

group – approved and installed by City maintenance staff on same side as field mix bin. 
•	Conduit and pull boxes from power source to backstop, and from backstop to outfield 

field for future scoreboard. Scoreboard/controller provided by user group.
•	Field lighting at community and regional parks.
•	Concrete behind dugouts and in dugouts connected to park walkways on all fields.
•	Quick disconnect for water behind pitcher’s mound.
•	Bomber system for watering infield preferred.

Multipurpose Fields (Soccer/Football/Lacrosse/Field Hockey)
•	Field size: Regulation field – 360-foot by 240-foot. Limited space field– 210-foot by 150-

foot. 25-foot buffer on same plane as field with no obstructions or drainage fixtures. 
Buffer applies to both field sizes. 

•	Goals: Portable, with size specified by user group and provided by City.
•	No bleachers or players benches.
•	Field lighting at community and regional parks.

Restroom/Concession Building
•	Restroom: typically installed at 1 per 20 acres of Community Park, Regional Park, or Sports 

Complex. Minimum of one restroom at parks with programmed fields.
•	Concession Building: Provided when three or more fields exist at a Community Park or 

Regional Park. Owned by City. Rental agreement required for user group use of facility, 
which includes cost of building depreciation, building upkeep, and utilities. Building 
includes shelving, electrical, three-partition sink with hot water, and separate sink for hand 
washing. Facility built to health code requirements. Equipment supplied by user group.
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REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.NEEDS ASSESSMENT

When the Dunaway team evaluated the current park system in Mesquite, it was important to 
understand the range of parks, recreation facilities, and other open space areas utilized for 
recreational activities. The Needs Assessment is one of the most significant instruments in the 
development of a Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. The findings of the Needs 
Assessment provides a foundation for the direction of the Master Plan and provides guidance 
for developing priorities for park facilities and future parks and open space development. 
National Service Research (NSR), a full-service research firm, employed a multi-step approach 
in garnering opinions of the citizens of the City of Mesquite. The Needs Assessment process was 
undertaken to meet the following objectives: 

•	 Identify priorities of Mesquite Citizens for parks, facilities and program needs
•	 Measure the interest in various activities, events, and programs
•	 Identify support for funding options for future development
•	 Evaluate profiles of survey respondents by key demographic variables

METHODOLOGY
In order to complete this study effort, multiple 
visioning sessions were conducted on the 
following dates with the following focus group:

Advisory Committee - March 11th, 2021
Citizens - April 13th & 22nd, 2021
Parks & Recreation Staff - May 4th, 2021
Athletic Associations - May 6th, 2021
Adult 50+ Group - May 11th, 2021

The results of these discussions assisted in the 
design of the citizen survey instrument (see 
appendix for visioning session notes). The final 
survey instrument was available online through the City’s website and various social media sites. 
Additionally, 7,000 Mesquite households were mailed surveys on July 7th, 2021 and all surveys 
closed August 15th, 2021. A total of 806 survey responses were received (76 paper and 730 
online). 
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0% 20% 40% 60%

Homeowners Association

Do not know how to Find out

Youth Sports Associations

School District Publications

Other

Parks & Recreation Flyers

Emails from Mesquite

Facebook/Social Media

City of Mesquite Website

1%

5%

6%

8%

13%

22%

26%

30%

51%

Responses will add to more than 100% due to multiple responses allowed

Other:
• Word of mouth
• Driving around
• Recreation Center
• Senior Center
• Mesquite Connection

8%
6%

21%

53%

12%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Quality Rating

Excellent

Good/satisfactory

Somewhat
unsatisfactory

Poor

No opinion

AWARENESS OF PARKS, RECREATION FACILITIES & PROGRAMS

EXISTING PARKS RATING - QUALITY

How do you find out about facilities & programs?

65% of respondents rated the quality of parks and recreation opportunities as excellent or good.
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18%
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19%
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13%

10%

48%
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39%

35%

19%
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Recreation Centers

Picnic Shelter/Pavilions

Playgrounds

Trails

Parks

At Least Weekly At Least Monthly At Least Quarterly Twice a year or less Never

3%

8%

11%

3%

12%

6%

6%

6%

4%

10%

8%

7%

7%

13%

10%

10%

8%

9%

20%

18%

73%

70%

67%

60%

51%
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Practice Fields

Athletic Fields

Special Events

Pools
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10%

7%

7%

3%

4%
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6%

4%

4%

7%

3%

6%

6%

6%

10%

6%

9%

8%

8%

85%

84%

80%

76%

74%

73%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Sand Volleyball Courts

Outdoor Adventure Center

Tennis Courts

Senior Centers

Dog Park

Basketball Courts

At Least Weekly At Least Monthly At Least Quarterly Twice a year or less Never

FREQUENCY OF PARK USE
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3%

3%

3%

4%

4%

4%

5%

3%

6%

6%

6%

6%

94%

88%

86%

85%

85%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Roller Hockey Court

Mesquite Golf Course

Community Garden

Disc Golf

Volleyball Courts

At Least Weekly At Least Monthly At Least Quarterly Twice a year or less Never

FREQUENCY OF PARK USE (CONTINUED)

PROGRAMS OF INTEREST

Program of Interest % 

Swim lessons 37%

Yoga classes 29%

Nature programs 29%

Adult 50+ evening programs 28%

Music/dance programs 28%

Art lessons 27%

Health/wellness checks 25%

Baking/sewing 24%

Kayaking 24%

Youth sports leagues 22%

Community gardening 21%

Youth/teen programs 20%

Tai Chi/Martial Arts 20%

Canoeing 20%

Program/Event % 

Soccer 20%

Basketball 19%

Coding STEM classes 19%

After school programs 19%

Computer classes 18%

Volleyball 17%

Bouldering/rock climbing 16%

Board/card games 16%

Adult sports leagues 15%

Baseball 14%

Bird watching 14%

Golf lessons 13%

Sand volleyball 10%

Softball 10%

Program/Event % 

Pickleball 10%

Football 9%

Golf leagues 6%

Fencing 5%

Pole vaulting 1%

Other 11%

None/not interested 9%
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PARK FACILITIES

RANKING
(% of respondents ranking each 

facility 1-4)

4-Definitely 
Needed 3 2

1 – Not 
Needed No Opinion Mean Score RANK

Indoor Pool/Natatorium 50% 14% 8% 7% 22% 3.37 1

Food Truck Parks 43% 15% 13% 8% 21% 3.17 2

Splash pad 46% 15% 10% 7% 24% 3.30 3
More Hike/Bike Trail Connections 40% 16% 10% 8% 26% 3.20 4
Playgrounds (all ages/abilities) 42% 18% 11% 6% 24% 3.24 5

Benches/Rest Spots along Trails 41% 19% 14% 6% 19% 3.19 6

Amphitheater 22% 16% 15% 12% 35% 2.75 7
Recreation Center in South Mesquite 34% 11% 9% 6% 40% 3.20 8

New Senior Center 24% 12% 13% 9% 42% 2.89 9

Nature Soft Surface Trails 38% 18% 10% 7% 26% 3.19 10

Dog Park with Obstacles 17% 13% 13% 15% 41% 2.55 11

Gymnasium with Indoor Track 35% 13% 11% 10% 30% 3.07 12
Skate Park 23% 13% 12% 12% 39% 2.78 13

Lake Fishing Area 26% 16% 13% 10% 35% 2.90 14
Open Spaces/Natural Areas 34% 19% 13% 7% 28% 3.09 15

PARK FACILITIES

RANKING
(% of respondents ranking each 

facility 1-4)

4-Definitely 
Needed 3 2

1 – Not 
Needed No Opinion Mean Score RANK

Wildlife Education Stations 29% 17% 17% 8% 28% 2.95 16
Lighted Practice Fields 29% 12% 13% 8% 38% 2.99 17
Community Garden 23% 13% 17% 9% 39% 2.83 18
Mountain Bike Trails 23% 11% 14% 10% 42% 2.81 19
Outdoor Multipurpose Fields 26% 13% 13% 9% 40% 2.92 20

Public Art in Parks 23% 16% 16% 11% 34% 2.76 21

Pickleball 10% 8% 12% 14% 57% 2.32 22
Additional Disc Golf Course 6% 5% 10% 24% 56% 1.82 23

MOST NEEDED FACILITIES

*Mean Score: all respondents rank every facility as 4-definitely needed, 3, 2, 1-not needed. The mean score 
column represents a calculation of the 4, 3, 2, 1 scores.

**Rank: all respondents are also asked to rank their top three facilities only. The rank column represents these 
totals in order of importance according to respondents.
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FINDING PRIORITIES

RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS - AGE
Mean Age - 49.7 Years

RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS - RESIDENCY

41% 41%

24%

5%

22% 23%

18%

6%

15% 15%

20%

11%

8% 10%
32%

65%

14% 11%
7%

12%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Increased Park
improvement fees from

developers

Voter Approved Bond
Programs

Increased User Fees Increased property taxes

No Opinion

Low
Support

Moderate
Support

Support

Strong
Support

Respondents reported strong support for increased park improvement fees from developers and voter 
approved bond programs.  65% did not support increased property taxes.

Own
Rent

Respondent Age – Mean 49.7 years of age

19% 23% 17% 22% 20%

Under 35 45 to 54 55 to 64 65+35 to 44

Length Lived in Mesquite – Mean  18.8 yrs.

53%

21%

11%

10%
5%Less than 2 yrs

2 to 5 yrs

6 to 10 yrs

11 to 20 yrs

Over 20 yrs

Household Size – Mean Household Size 3.28

21%

20%

17%

30%

12%One
Two

Three

Four
Five+
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RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS - AGE GROUPS OF CHILDREN IN HOUSEHOLD

RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS - RACE / ETHNICITY

Age Groups of Children in the Household

44%

19%

26%

30%

18%18 to 24

11 to 17

6 to 10

Under 5

No kids

Race/Ethnicity

6%

23%

59%

1%

12%African American

Asian

Caucasian/White

Latino/Hispanic

Other
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At the completion of the needs assessment phase, a method of ranking priorities was 
implemented.  This method included using specific input from the Park Staff, Advisory 
Committee, City staff, and the Dunaway team.

The following weighted values were assigned to each:

Citizen Survey (50%) Citizen Survey (50%) 
The specific needs and requests by the Mesquite community as tabulated from the 
citizen survey.

Advisory Committee (15%)Advisory Committee (15%)
The specific needs and requests by the Advisory Committee based upon regular insight and 
guidance for Mesquite’s overall parks system.

Park Staff (20%)Park Staff (20%)
The specific needs as identified by Park staff based upon park resources, recreation programs, 
and demands upon resources.

Dunaway Team (15%)Dunaway Team (15%)
The specific recommendations by the Dunaway team based upon assessing the unique needs 
of the Mesquite community, current park resources, demographic profile, and growing trends 
for recreational resources.

The results of the priority ranking were tabulated into three categories: High Priority, Moderate 
Priority, and Low Priority. The tables on the following pages provide a summary of these 
priorities for Mesquite.

REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.PRIORITY RANKINGS
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Rank Priorities High Moderate Low

1 Playgrounds ◆
2 Splashpad / Spraygrounds ◆
3 More Hike / Bike/ Walk Trails & Connections ◆
4 Benches / Rest Stops along Trails ◆
5 Recreation Center in South Mesquite ◆
6 Gymnasium with Indoor Track ◆
7 Natural (Soft Surface Trails) ◆
8 Indoor Pool / Natatorium ◆
9 Lighted Practice Fields ◆
10 Wildlife Education Stations in Parks ◆
11 New Senior Center ◆
12 Skate Park ◆
13 Outdoor Multipurpose Fields ◆
14 Open Spaces / Natural Areas ◆
15 Mountain Bike Trails ◆
16 Pickleball Courts ◆
17 Lake Fishing Area ◆
18 Dog Park with Obstacles ◆
19 Amphitheater ◆
20 Food Truck Parks ◆
21 Community Garden ◆
22 Public Art in Parks ◆
23 Additional Disc Golf Course ◆

PRIORITY RANKINGS
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REAL. TEXAS. PLAY.IMPLEMENTATION

FEES / CHARGES
This funding source comes 
from fees for use of a facility 
or participation in a City 
sponsored recreational 
program.

FOUNDATIONS / GIFTS
This funding source 
comes from tax-exempt 
organizations who give 
donations for specific 
facilities, activities, or 
programs. These may 
include capital campaigns, 
fundraisers, endowments, 
sales of items, etc.

Mesquite has an extensive and mature park system that has been successfully serving its 
community for decades. To keep up with infrastructure life cycle and new additions to serve their 
citizens, a plan for reinvestment in facilities and upgrades can be pursued by City leaders. A 
primary challenge will be prioritizing capital dollars that will provide for needed park renovations 
and upgrades, expansion, and new amenities.

To fund the various capital improvements on a yearly basis, Mesquite has an opportunity to 
pursue a wide range of other funding sources that would add to the City’s financial resources. 
Some of the following sources could be part of the overall implementation plan.

ADVERTISING
This funding source comes 
from the sale of advertising 
on park and recreation 
related items such as the 
City’s program guide, on 
scoreboards, and other 
visible products or services.

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIPS
This funding source comes 
from corporations that 
invest in the development 
or enhancement of new 
or existing facilities. 
Sponsorships are also 
successfully used for special 
programs and events.

FRIENDS 
ASSOCIATIONS
This funding source comes 
from friends groups that 
raise money typically for a 
single focus priority. This 
may include a park facility 
or program that will better 
the community they live in.

GENERAL FUND
This funding source is 
the primary means in 
providing for annual capital 
programs, improvements, 
and infrastructure 
upgrades.

FUNDING SOURCES
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GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS
This funding source comes 
from bond programs 
approved by the citizens for 
capital improvements within 
the parks system.

GRANTS – TPWD 
OUTDOOR PROGRAM
This funding source 
comes from grants for the 
acquisition & development 
of outdoor recreational 
facilities.

GRANTS – TPWD 
RECREATIONAL 
TRAILS PROGRAM
This funding source 
comes from grants for the 
development of new trails 
or trail extensions. 

GRANTS – 
TRANSPORTATION 
ENHANCEMENT 
(NCTCOG / TXDOT)
This funding source 
comes from grants for the 
development of new trails 
or trail extensions.

PARK IMPROVEMENT 
FEES
This funding source 
comes from fees assessed 
for the development of 
residential properties with 
the proceeds to be used 
for parks and recreation 
purposes.

PARTNERSHIPS
This funding source comes 
from public/public, public/
private, and public/not-for-
profit partnerships.

PERMITS (SPECIAL USE 
PERMITS)
This funding source comes 
from allowing other parties 
to use specific park property 
that involves financial gain. 
The City either receives a 
set amount of money or 
a percentage of the gross 
from the service that is 
being provided.

PRIVATE DONATIONS
This funding source 
comes from private party 
contributions including 
funds, equipment, art, and 
in-kind services.

INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENTS
This funding source 
comes from contractual 
agreements with other 
local units of government 
for the joint-use of indoor 
or outdoor recreational 
facilities.

IRREVOCABLE TRUSTS
This funding source comes 
from individuals who leave 
a portion of their wealth 
for a trust fund. The fund 
grows over a period of time 
and is available for the 
City to use a portion of the 
interest to support specific 
park facilities as designated 
by the trustee.

NAMING RIGHTS
This funding source comes 
from leasing or selling 
naming rights for new 
indoor facilities or signature 
parks.

PARK DEDICATION FEE
This funding source comes 
from private developers 
who give land for public 
parks. This may include 
land along drainage 
corridors that can be 
developed for greenbelts & 
trails.
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RESERVATIONS
This funding source comes 
from revenue generated 
from reservations of 
parks and facilities. The 
reservation rates are fixed 
and apply to group shelters, 
meeting rooms, and sports 
fields.

REVENUE BONDS
This funding source comes 
from bonds used for capital 
projects that will generate 
revenue for debt service 
where fees can be set aside 
to support repayment of the 
bond.

PARK LAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE REVIEW
To complement its existing balance of community parks, shared school park sites, greenbelts, etc., 
it is important to address the City’s need for new neighborhood parks as new development occurs. 
The provisions for park dedication in the City of Mesquite are incorporated into the Subdivision 
Ordinance, Appendix B of the Mesquite Code of Ordinances. Ordinance No. 4829, Sta No. 2020-
02 (Exhibit A) was approved by the Mesquite City Council on November 16, 2020 and is codified 
as Article VI “Conveyance of Land for Parks”. The following summarizes a cursory review of these 
ordinances with recommendations for consideration. 

•	 Sections A & B clearly delineates that the conveyance of land for parks is specifically for new 
development (residential and hotel) in proportion to the increased need for parks and open 
space.

•	 Section D. (2) places the Park land dedication being tied to number of dwelling units (hotel guest 
rooms) and not projected population, so it eliminates any debate on the number of persons per 
dwelling unit.

•	 Section D. (4) addresses factors considered for suitable park land, but there is no criteria for 
determination of what is suitable.

•	 Section D. (5) Although this section is titled as “Suitability of…Land for park purposes, it only lists 
factors for land to be considered UNSUITABLE.  Land characteristics which are desirable for 

SALES / 4B TAX (½ 
CENT)
This funding source comes 
from a voter approved 
sales tax that goes toward 
parks & recreational 
improvements.

SPECIAL 
FUNDRAISERS
This funding source comes 
from annual fundraising 
efforts to help toward 
specific programs and 
capital projects.

VOLUNTEERISM /
 IN-KIND DONATIONS
This funding source 
provides indirect revenue 
support when groups or 
individuals donate time 
to help construct specific 
park improvements (signs, 
playgrounds, nature trails, 
etc.)
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parks might also be included in the park dedication criteria.  These might include acceptable slopes, 
quality trees/vegetation, open play areas, and views/vistas.

•	 All determinations of the acceptability of required land dedication should be based upon review 
of all preliminary subdivision plats submitted through the city’s Planning Department and to the 
Park & Recreation Department. Failure to indicate proposed park dedications on the submitted 
preliminary plat should be sufficient grounds for the Planning and Zoning Commission to deny a 
preliminary plat.

•	 Section D. (5) (a) 20% is a good guideline limit for the maximum amount of floodplain, but 
the ordinance provision allows leniency for acceptance by the City.  What is not included in the 
Mesquite ordinance is whether the floodplain counts toward the required park dedication acreage 
(full credit, partial credit, or no credit).  Floodplain areas offer opportunities for linear greenbelts 
and trail connections but may require significantly more maintenance time and expense.  The 
acceptance of floodplain land may relieve the developer of drainage improvement expenses while 
preserving natural green space corridors.  There also might be a distinction between a designated 
FEMA floodway and the floodway fringe (100-year floodplain). It may be desirable to quantify how 
these determinations are made, or it may be preferred to leave the determination administrative and 
flexible on a case-by-case basis.

•	 Section D. (5) (b) Three acres is a good minimum threshold with the provision of possible 
expandability.

•	 The acreage requirements for park land dedication by various cities and towns in Texas vary.  
Section E. (1) sets a good ratio for both residential units (one acre per 55 residential units) and hotel 
guest rooms (one acre per 70 guest rooms).  With no distinction between single family and multi-
family residential units, all residential units are treated equally.

•	 The Section E. (3) option of the city requiring a warranty deed provides increased certainty of the 
park dedication ownership. 

•	 The Section E. (4) 50% cap on credit for private recreational facilities is appropriate.

•	 The Section E. (5) is an interesting provision allowing the park land dedication outside of the 
development area.  The ¼ mile distance is an appropriate “pedestrian shed” walking distance 
from the edge of a development but may be “too far” from the other side of the development. This 
provision might also be applied to a multi-phase development where the park dedication is outside 
of the first or second phase of development.  Since there is no guaranty that future phases of a 
large residential development will be constructed in a timely manner, securing the park dedication 
up-front or by phase to serve the early residents of a residential development is important (as well as 
park improvements)

•	 Regarding park improvements, there is no Park Development Fee attached to the Conveyance of 
Land.  Many cities also have a Park Development Fee assessment to fund the timely construction 
of neighborhood park improvements, instead of waiting for years for the playground and park 
improvements to be funded by a park grant, Capital Improvement Project or a park improvement 
bond election.  
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
The following tables outline a matrix of priority items, budget ranges, possible funding sources, and 
timeline ranges for implementing this park master plan. The Action Plan exhibit shows graphically the 
recommended distribution of high, moderate, and low priority items throughout the Mesquite park 
system. Included in this evaluation are notes on Mesquite's existing park facilities, as well as potential 
school partnership opportunities, recommended upgrades or replacements, and recommended 
locations for new facilities.

•	 Some cities have two Park Development Fees.  One fee for neighborhood park improvements tied 
to the Neighborhood Park land dedication and a second fee to contribute to Community Park 
improvements.

•	 Section E. (6) addresses the infrastructure improvements for the land conveyed for park that 
are normally associated with the platting process (access/roadways & sidewalks, drainage 
improvements, and utilities), but it does not address the recreational facility improvements discussed 
in the two previous bullet points.

•	 Section F. (1) enumerates a good way to determine the land value from the Appraisal District tax 
rolls, but these values tend to be on the low end of the spectrum below actual market values based 
on appraisal comparisons of recent land sales.

•	 Section F. (2) is an unusual provision calling for only 50% of the fee-in-lieu to be paid at the time of 
platting and the other 50% at the of issuance of the single-family residential building permits (50% 
developer charge & 50% home builder charge).  Most cites require the full fee-in-lieu at the time of 
platting (same timing as land dedication).  Either way, the fee-in-lieu cost is passed on to the home 
buyer, but the delay in collecting fees may delay the acquisition of land and the park improvements 
funding.

•	 Section F. (3) issuance of building permits is appropriate time to collect fee-in-lieu payments for both 
multi-family and hotel developments.  It would not be appropriate to assess based on the maximum 
density of a zoning district, since the actual development and number of units may be significantly 
less.

•	 Sections F. (4) & (5) appear to be standard language to limit the use of the fee-in-lieu funds to the 
directed purpose and time limitation to compel use of the funds or be subject to refund.

A copy of Ordinance 4829 STA 2020-02 and Article VI Conveyance of Land for Parks, is included in 
the Appendix of this document. 
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P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing

** = Partnership with Eastfield College

◆ - Recommended Location

HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKSMESQUITE PARKS FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES 91
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1 Playground $150,000 - $500,000 range

U
S

U
S

U U
U
S

U U P U S U
U
S

U
S

S U U
U
S ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

2 Spraypad / Splashpad $750,000 - $1,500,000 range
◆ P

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓

3 Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & 
Connections

$1,000,000 - $1,500,000 
per mile (concrete)

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

4 Benches/Rest Stops 
along Trails $2,000 - $3,000 each

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

5 Recreation Center in 
South Mesquite

$15,000,000 - $40,000,000 
range ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

6 Gymnasium with 
Indoor Track Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

7 Natural 
(soft surface trails)

$350,000 - $500,000 per mile 
(soft surface)

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

8 Indoor Pool/
Natatorium** Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
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HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKS MESQUITE PARKS (CONT.)(CONT.) FUNDING SOURCES
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1 Playground $150,000 - $500,000 range

U
S

U
S

U
S

U U S
U
S

U U U S
U
S

U
S

U
S

U S
U
S

U
S

U
S

U S U U S
U
S

U U
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

2 Spraypad / Splashpad $750,000 - $1,500,000 range
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

3 Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & 
Connections

$1,000,000 - $1,500,000 
per mile (concrete)

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

4 Benches/Rest Stops 
along Trails

$2,000 - $3,000 each
U ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

5 Recreation Center in 
South Mesquite

$15,000,000 - $40,000,000 
range

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

6 Gymnasium with 
Indoor Track

Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

7 Natural 
(soft surface trails)

$350,000 - $500,000 per mile 
(soft surface)

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

8 Indoor Pool/
Natatorium**

Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing

** = Partnership with Eastfield College

◆ - Recommended Location



  PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  | 213

HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS FACILITIESFACILITIES UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIESUNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES C
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1 Playground $150,000 - $500,000 range
P P ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

2 Spraypad / Splashpad $750,000 - $1,500,000 range ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

3 Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & 
Connections

$1,000,000 - $1,500,000 
per mile (concrete)

◆ ◆ ◆ P ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

4 Benches/Rest Stops 
along Trails

$2,000 - $3,000 each
◆ ◆ ◆ P ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

5 Recreation Center in 
South Mesquite

$15,000,000 - $40,000,000 
range

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

6 Gymnasium with 
Indoor Track

Varies
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

7 Natural 
(soft surface trails)

$350,000 - $500,000 per mile 
(soft surface)

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

8 Indoor Pool/
Natatorium**

Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing

** = Partnership with Eastfield College

◆ - Recommended Location
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P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location

MODERATE PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKSMESQUITE PARKS FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES 91
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9 Lighted Practice Fields
$250,000 range per field 

$60,000 - $80,000 per sports 
pole

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

10 Wildlife Education 
Stations in Parks $1,200 - $1,500 per sign

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

11 New Senior Center Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓

12 Skate Park $3,000,000 - $5,00,000 ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

13 Outdoor Multipurpose 
Fields

$400,000 - $500,000 each
$750,000 - $1,000,000 (artificial 

turf)
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

14 Open Spaces / 
Natural Areas Varies

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

15 Mountain Bike Trails $400,000 - $500,000 per mile
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

16 Pickleball Courts $150,000 per court
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
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MODERATE PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKS MESQUITE PARKS (CONT.)(CONT.) FUNDING SOURCES
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9 Lighted Practice Fields
$250,000 range per field 

$60,000 - $80,000 per sports 
pole

U U ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

10 Wildlife Education 
Stations in Parks $1,200 - $1,500 per sign

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

11 New Senior Center Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

12 Skate Park $3,000,000 - $5,00,000
P

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

13 Outdoor Multipurpose 
Fields

$400,000 - $500,000 each
$750,000 - $1,000,000 (artificial 

turf)
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

14 Open Spaces / 
Natural Areas Varies

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓ ✓✓

15 Mountain Bike Trails $400,000 - $500,000 per mile
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

16 Pickleball Courts $150,000 per court
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location
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HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS FACILITIESFACILITIES UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIESUNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES C
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9 Lighted Practice Fields
$250,000 range per field 

$60,000 - $80,000 per sports 
pole

P
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

10 Wildlife Education 
Stations in Parks $1,200 - $1,500 per sign

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

11 New Senior Center Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

12 Skate Park $3,000,000 - $5,00,000 ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

13 Outdoor Multipurpose 
Fields

$400,000 - $500,000 each
$750,000 - $1,000,000 (artificial 

turf)

P P
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

14 Open Spaces / 
Natural Areas Varies

P P ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

15 Mountain Bike Trails $400,000 - $500,000 per mile
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

16 Pickleball Courts $150,000 per court
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location
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P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location

LOW PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKSMESQUITE PARKS FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES 91
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17 Lake Fishing Area $400,000 - $750,000 range
U

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓

18 Dog Park with 
Obstacles $750,000 - $1,250,000 range

P
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

19 Amphitheater $2,000,000 - $4,000,000 range
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

20 Food Truck Parks Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

21 Community Garden Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

22 Public Art in Parks Varies
◆ ◆

23 Additional Disc Golf 
Course $20,000 - $30,000 ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓
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LOW PRIORITY ITEMS MESQUITE PARKS MESQUITE PARKS (CONT.)(CONT.) FUNDING SOURCES
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17 Lake Fishing Area $400,000 - $750,000 range
U U

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆
✓✓ ✓✓

18 Dog Park with 
Obstacles $750,000 - $1,250,000 range ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓

19 Amphitheater $2,000,000 - $4,000,000 range ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

20 Food Truck Parks Varies
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

21 Community Garden Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

22 Public Art in Parks Varies
◆ ◆ ◆

23 Additional Disc Golf 
Course $20,000 - $30,000

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆✓✓ ✓✓

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location
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LOW PRIORITY ITEMS FACILITIESFACILITIES UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIESUNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES FUNDING SOURCES

ACTION PLAN ITEM BUDGET RANGES C
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17 Lake Fishing Area $400,000 - $750,000 range ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

18 Dog Park with 
Obstacles $750,000 - $1,250,000 range

P
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

19 Amphitheater $2,000,000 - $4,000,000 range
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

20 Food Truck Parks Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

21 Community Garden Varies ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

22 Public Art in Parks Varies
◆ ◆ ◆

✓✓

23 Additional Disc Golf 
Course $20,000 - $30,000

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

P - Planned U - Updates or Replacements S - School Partnership ✓✓ - Existing◆ - Recommended Location
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Achziger Park
Alcott Park
Anderson Park
Austin Park
Beasley Park
Bill Blackwood Park
Brandy Station 
Brickyard Cemetery 
Bruton Park & Bruton Soccer Comlex
Cannaday School Park
Cayman Estates
City Lake Aquatic Center & Lake Park  
Clay Mathis Park
Copeland Property (future)
Creek Crossing #5
Creek Crossing #6
Creek Crossing Activity
Crossing Elementary School
Dallas County Open Space
DeBusk Park
Dunford Recreation 
East Glen Park Greenbelt
Eastfield Soccer Complex
Evans Baseball Practice Center & Park
Evans Recreation and Sr. Ctr.
Faithon P. Lucas Property
Florence Black School Park
Florence Historical House
Florence Recreation Ctr. & School Park
Freedom Park 
Front Street Station
Galloway Park
Gentry School Park
Goodbar Center
Gross Road Property
Hanby Park
Heritage Square
Hillcrest @ Hwy 80 Property
Hodges Park
Indian Trails Greenbelt
KidsQuest - DeBusk
Kimball School Park
Kimbrough Athletic Complex
Lakeside Center 
Lambert Park
Latimore Park
Lawrence School Park

Liverpool Tree Farm
Lorraine Property 
McKenzie Park
McWhorter Park
Mesquite Softball Complex
Mooreman Property
Moss Park
Motley Park
Municipal Golf Course
Oakbrook Property
Opal Lawrence Historical House
Palos Verdes Lake Park
Parkwood Park
Paschall Park
Pirrung Park
Porter School Park
Pritchett Property
Proctor-Oats Property
Range Park
Rorie-Galloway Day Camp
Rugel Park
Rutherford Park
Rutherford Recreation & Sr. Ctr. 
Seabourn School Park
Shands Park
Shaw School Park*
Smith School Park
T. Williams Athletic Complex
Thompson School Park
Tisinger Park
Tosch Park
Town East - Leash Free Zone 
Town East Park
Town East Pool
Truman Heights
Valley Creek Greenbelt
Valley Creek Park
Vanston Park
Vanston Pool 
Veterans Memorial
Westlake House 
Westlake Park
Westlake Sports Complex 
Westover Greenbelt
Westover Park
Wildflower Park (Parkview #3)
Winding Creek Park
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HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS BY PARK
The following section lists each of Mesquite’s parks along with the associated High Priority Items that would be 
appropriate for upgrade or development as recommended by the Action Plan charts found on pages 207-215. 
This tool is intended to provide a summary of the City’s highest facility priorities as they occur in each park. Some 
of these priorities may already exist in these parks and are included for upgrade or future redevelopment as City 
staff determines.

AN    Anderson Park
New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, New Benches Along Trails, Planned Practice Fields

AL     Alcott Park (future)
Future Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, New Benches/Rest Stops Along 
Trails, New Natural Trails

AU     Austin Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections in the Park (Loop Trail)

BE    Beasley Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

BB    Bill Blackwood Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

BS    Brandy Station 
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

BR    Bruton Park & Bruton Sports Complex
Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

CN    Cannaday School Park
Upgrade Playground

CY    Cayman Estates
New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails, New Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails, New Natural Trails

CL    City Lake Park  
Upgrade Playground, New Sprayground/Splashpad, Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

CM   Clay Mathis Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

CO   Copeland Property (future)
Future Playground, Future Sprayground/Splashpad, Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, 
Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails, Natural Trails

DB    DeBusk Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional Benches/Rest 
Stops Along Trails, New Natural Trails
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EV    Evans  Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, New Benches/Rest Stops 
FR    Florence Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

GA    Galloway Park
Upgrade Playground

HA    Hanby Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections 

HO    Hodges Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

KS   Kimball School Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

LL     Loncy Leake ballfields
Update Lighting, Update Spectator Seating & Dugouts

LW    Lawrence School Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

MK    McKenzie Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

MW    McWhorter Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

MC    Mesquite Softball Complex
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, New Recreation Center

MS    Moss Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, New Benches Along Trails

MT    Motley Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

PV     Palos Verdes Lake Park
Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

PK    Parkwood Park
Upgrade Playground, New Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

PS    Paschall Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional Benches

PI      Pirrung Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

PS    Porter School Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)
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RA    Range Park
Upgrade Playground

RP    Rugel Park
Upgrade Playground

RU    Rutherford Park
Upgrade Playground

SE    Seabourn School Park
Upgrade Playground

SH    Shands Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Lopp Trail)

SW    Shaw School Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

SS    Smith School Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

TW   Travis Williams Athletic Complex
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

TH    Thompson School Park
Upgrade Playground, New Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail)

TO    Tosch Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections

TE    Town East Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional  Benches

VC    Valley Creek Park
Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

VA    Vanston Park
New Sprayground/Splashpad

WL    Westlake Park
Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections, Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

WG    Westover Greenbelt
Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails, New Natural Trails

WO    Westover Park
Upgrade Playground, Additional Hike/Bike/Walk Trails & Connections (Loop Trail), 			 
New Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails

WF    Wildflower Park (Parkview #3)
Additional Benches/Rest Stops Along Trails
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ACTION PLAN:
DISTRIBUTION OF AQUATIC 
& RECREATION FACILITIES

Existing Pools & Aquatics
City Lake Aquatic Center 
Town East Pool
Vanston Pool 
Eastfield College Natatorium (2024 Completion)

Recommended Splashpad Locations
Copeland Property
City Lake Aquatic Center & Lake Park  

Vanston Pool

Recreation & Senior Centers 
Dunford Recreation Center
Evans Recreation and Senior Center
Florence Recreation Center & School Park
Goodbar Senior & Recreation Center
Rutherford Recreation Center

Recommended Recreation Center Location
Mesquite Softball Complex

Florence 
Recreation Center

Dunford 
Recreation Center

Evans Senior & 
Recreation Center

Town East Pool

City Lake Aquatic Center 
Recommended Splashpad Location

Copeland Property 
Recommended Splashpad Location

Rutherford 
Recreation Center

Vanston Pool                     
Recommended Splashpad Location

Eastfield College 
Natatorium

Goodbar Senior & 
Recreation Center

Recommended Recreation 
Center Location

**

**
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Playground Upgrades
Austin Park
Beasley Park
Bill Blackwood Park
Brandy Station 
Cannaday School Park
City Lake Park  
Clay Mathis Park
Copeland Property
DeBusk Park
Dunford Recreation Center
Evans Park
Florence Park
Galloway Park
Goodbar Recreation Center
Hanby Park
Hodges Park
Kimball School Park
Lakeside Center 
Lambert Park
Lawrence School Park
McKenzie Park
McWhorter Park
Mesquite Softball Complex
Moss Park
Motley Park
Parkwood Park
Paschall Park
Pirrung Park
Porter School Park
Range Park
Rugel Park
Rutherford Park
Seabourn School Park
Shands Park
Shaw School Park*
Smith School Park
T. Williams Athletic Complex
Thompson School Park
Tosch Park
Town East Park
Westover Park

ACTION PLAN:
DISTRIBUTION OF 
PLAYGROUND FACILITIES
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SUMMARY OF KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
In a well-established park system such as in the City of Mesquite, strategic planning for realistic 
outcomes requires evaluation of a complex number of facility and programming offerings. This often 
includes an approach on how to adjust aging facility infrastructure to meet current recreational 
needs, or how to provide a high level of service for key demographic groups. In developing this 
Master Plan, the Dunaway team identified a series of strategic moves that address key aspects of the 
current park system. A summary of these include:

INDOOR RECREATION & SENIOR CENTERS
Citizens have enjoyed a wide variety of indoor recreation opportunities for decades in Mesquite. 
These currently include 5 recreation centers for all ages, with 3 senior centers focused on the Adult 
50+ group, a growing demographic in Mesquite. As shown in the Priority Rankings section, the 
following indoor recreation facilities were identified as priorities in the City:

#5 – Recreation Center in South Mesquite
#6 - Gymnasium with Indoor Track
#8 – Indoor Pool / Natatorium
#11 – New Senior Center

With national trends moving toward multi-generational centers with a flexible mix of programming, 
fitness, and recreational needs, it is recommended that the City of Mesquite renovate the existing 
recreation centers when financially feasible, and transition to a multi-generational model supporting 
a “play-for-all” approach. This will extend the life cycle of each recreation center by serving 
multiple segments of the population through changing demographics and will  allow for equitable 
distribution to indoor recreation throughout the City to all ages.

The top indoor recreation priority identified in this Master Plan is a new Recreation Center in South 
Mesquite. It is recommended for the City to consider this new addition to their park system as a 
flexible, multi-generational center as well. Operational suggestions for a new center like this one 
include:

Size: Approximately 50,000 sf – 60,000 sf
Hours of Operation: Approximately 100 hours per week, for example:
M-F 5:30 am – 10:00 pm / Sat 6:00 am – 8:00 pm / Sun 12:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Multi-Generational Core Programming Suggestions:

•	 Recreational Aquatics including warm water, therapy & play
•	 Gymnasium with Elevated Walking Track
•	 Community Meeting Rooms with possible Catering Kitchen for Events
•	 Seniors Programming:

	» Targeted Activities during 10 am – 2 pm
	» Adult 50+ Targeted Activities with extended evening & weekend hours
	» Art / Fitness / Music / Meals / Other 
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AQUATICS
For many communities, offering a balance of aquatic facilities in their park system can often be a 
challenge since they require significant capital investment as well as annual funding for operations 
and maintenance. Mesquite has three primary aquatic centers that offer a variety of aquatic play 
ranging from deep water swimming to splash and spray equipment. In order to broaden its offerings 
of aquatic facilities, it is recommended that the City expand aquatic programming to include fitness 
& competitive swimming. This need is already being met to an extent with the existing partnership 
in place with Eastfield College for City use of the natatorium. Planning of a potential new recreation 
center in south Mesquite should also consider adding this type of aquatic programming to a new 
facility. In addition, the City will continue to offer programmable water for instructional classes, 
warm water options for therapeutic uses, and add spraygrounds / splashpads to the mix of aquatic 
play facilities. This aquatic play item ranked second in the final priority rankings established by the 
Master Plan. The City should also consider pricing strategies and rental opportunities that may lead 
to revenue generation and offsetting of operational costs.

OUTDOOR COURT PLAY
For years, Mesquite has been a sports leader with high quality athletic facilities and a wide range 
of sport offerings including basketball and tennis. With +/- 30 existing tennis & basketball courts in 
the park system and a larger tennis facility at Westlake Sports Complex, the City has a great asset 
at its disposal in terms of hard court play opportunities. With the need for tennis declining while 
alternative court sports such as futsal and pickleball are increasing, it is recommended that the 
City utilize the existing courts and repaint/restripe for these alternative sports. Pickleball alone is an 
undeniably popular sport that fell into place as #16 in the Priority Rankings. 

Each court should be evaluated by City staff using set criteria before determining which sport to 
convert to, or whether to leave as a tennis use. These may include: current court condition using the 
conditions assessment evaluation located in the inventory section of this document, neighborhood 
demographics, and adjacent uses such as park, school, etc. 

UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES
Over 15 properties in the Mesquite park system are currently undeveloped assets, with most of these 
properties being in the floodplain with heavy vegetation and full of wildlife. Over the life of this 
Master Plan, many of these properties will be prime locations for additional development of various 
passive recreation priorities as identified in the Action Plan section of this document. These include 
hike & bike trails (hard surface), benches/rest stops along trails, natural (soft surface) trails, and 
wildlife education stations. Light active recreation such as a disc golf course may also be appropriate 
on specific properties. 

As the City moves forward with the implementation of priorities from this Master Plan, each 
undeveloped property should be evaluated for opportunities and constraints that would determine 
its specific programming such as location & access, contribution to citywide trail connectivity, 
topography, views, and wildlife/habitat on each site.
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APPENDIX
Citizen Survey Document

Visioning Session Notes

Mesquite Parkland Dedication Ordinance 4829

Article VI. Conveyance of Land for Parks
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CITIZEN SURVEY DOCUMENT
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VISIONING SESSION NOTES
Indoor Facilities

•	 Recreation Centers
•	 Indoor Pool / Natatorium
•	 Indoor Track
•	 Pickleball
•	 Wood Dance Floor
•	 Gymnasium (Separate from School)
•	 Keep multiple Senior Centers within neighborhood
•	 Fourth new senior center / One Mega Senior Center

Recreation Programs
•	 Summer Camps
•	 After School Programs
•	 Evening 50+ Programs
•	 Dance / Yoga
•	 Board Games / Card Games 
•	 Wii Games (Golf, Sports, etc.)
•	 Meal Programs
•	 Educational Programs - Computers / Laptops / Computer Room
•	 How To classes
•	 Health Checks / Partner with Nursing Programs

Athletics / Sports
•	 Pickleball
•	 Disc Golf
•	 Baseball / Softball
•	 Football
•	 Soccer
•	 Volleyball
•	 Chair Volleyball
•	 Tai Chi / Martial Arts

Outdoor Park Facilities
•	 Splashpads
•	 Additional Picnic Areas
•	 Pavilions
•	 Multigenerational Playgrounds
•	 Walking Trails
•	 Lighting in Parks
•	 Seating 
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•	 Benches / Rest Stops
•	 Covered Areas / Shade
•	 Covered Pickleball 
•	 Jumping Pillow

Trails / Nature Areas
•	 More Trail Connections
•	 Regional Trail Connections / Nearby Cities
•	 Soft Surface Trails
•	 Open Space
•	 More Trails
•	 Bike Trails
•	 Parking at Trails / Better Access
•	 Trails Connected to Senior Centers / Trails at Senior Centers
•	 Restrooms along Trails
•	 Lighting on Trails
•	 Benches along Trails with Shade / Rest Stops
•	 Sidewalk Extended at MacKenzie Park
•	 Community Garden
•	 Bird Watching 

Special-Use Facilities / Activities
•	 Amphitheater
•	 Skate Park
•	 Additional Unique Dog Park
•	 Art in the Parks
•	 Food Truck Park
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MESQUITE PARKLAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE
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ARTICLE VI. CONVEYANCE OF LAND FOR PARKS
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