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Center for Sustainable Health Care Quality and Equity

• Vision: Sustainable healthy communities in every zip 
code. 

• Mission: Promote sustainable healthy communities, 
especially those with diverse and underserved 
populations, through the provision of actionable data, 
research, and engagement/training of clinicians and 
community leaders. 



The SHC Team:  Another WOW



Health Disparities in 
Mesquite, Texas













Age-Adjusted Death Rate Due to Cancer

http://www.healthyntexas.org/index.php?module=indicators&controller=index&action=dashboard&id=83016616388425148&card=0&localeId=2703



Prostate Cancer Incidence by Race, Kaufman County



Diabetes Death Rates in Dallas County



Coronary Heart Disease and Death by Race/Ethnicity



Death Due to Influenza/Pneumonia by Race/Ethnicity



What Can We Do?



HCPs Have 
the Power

• Blacks more likely to 
get a flu vaccine from 
HCP versus 
pharmacy/other 
location

• Blacks trust their 
doctors

• HCP making a strong 
recommendation can 
be determinative

Quinn SC. African American adults and seasonal influenza vaccination: Changing our approach can move the 
needle. Hum Vaccin Immunother. 2018 Mar 4;14(3):719-723. doi: 10.1080/21645515.2017.1376152. Epub
2017 Nov 17. PMID: 28933619; PMCID: PMC5861789.



Family Members and Communities Also Have the Power

• Just over 36% of African Americans responded that their 
spouse/partner was somewhat to very influential in their decision, 
followed closely by children at 36%

• Quinn et al and CDC research show messages focused on the 
collective good and protecting one’s family are effective

• Critically important to reach out to African American families and 
communities

• Vital to engage community organizations including faith 
communities, trusted opinion leaders for civic groups, and large 
organizations such as sororities, fraternities, and others to promote 
the importance of flu vaccination as a means to protect the broader 
community

Quinn SC. African American adults and seasonal influenza vaccination: Changing our approach can move the 
needle. Hum Vaccin Immunother. 2018 Mar 4;14(3):719-723. doi: 10.1080/21645515.2017.1376152. Epub
2017 Nov 17. PMID: 28933619; PMCID: PMC5861789.



More Education

https://nul.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/Belcher_Poll_Covid_Needs.pdf

The National Urban League and The Alliance of National Psychological Associations for Racial and 
Ethnic Equity Presented by Cornell Belcher — March



https://nul.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/Belcher_Poll_Covid_Needs.pdf

Vaccine Confidence Plus





A Shot of Hope for the Left Behind

• 70% of Annapolis residents who had contracted COVID-19 are Hispanic

• Of the more than 12,500 vaccine doses that have been distributed in Annapolis so far, about 260 doses 
have gone to Hispanic residents, 5,300 doses have gone to white residents and 1,400 to Black residents

• Take Care/Cuidate Annapolis, a health equity outreach program, canvassed Black/Hispanic neighborhoods 
handing out educational materials and expansive community survey 

• Of the 331 respondents who self-identified as Hispanic: 
• 70% + said they were not aware of resources provided by the city, county or other organizations
• Almost 90% said they would like to receive more information about such resources
• Residents reported little to no information in Spanish and the information they did get was outdated
• 13% said they have little or no access to masks and other equipment.

• Distributed 4,200 masks, 4,500 kits, including face masks, face shields, hand sanitizer, flyers and a letter 
explaining COVID-19. Another 120 kits and 300 bilingual “masks are required” signs were given to 
businesses

• Stays in contact with people during the vaccination push, they set up a text messaging network
• Hopes the infrastructure could remain in place for future health equity work such as flu shot distribution, 

diabetes and blood pressure screenings, and more.

https://digitaledition.capitalgazette.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=3f212bbb-060b-4a60-95e2-5f1b7e1c184d

https://digitaledition.capitalgazette.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=3f212bbb-060b-4a60-95e2-5f1b7e1c184d






THANK YOU
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