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In spite of poor weather, this yearÕs Real. Texas. Festival. was a Real. Big.
Success., even though attendance did not exceed last yearÕs numbers.

The festival had more events, more attractions, lasted one day longer and
brought in people from near and far to see the performing headliners.
Thousand of others from the region also showed up to enjoy the mixture
of live music, the rodeo, the carnival and other entertainment.

About 12,000 people in all attended, which is 3,000  people less than last
year. However, surveys show the majority of this yearÕs spectators were
from places other than Mesquite, which is good news since the primary
goal of the festival is to attract people into the community.

The only detractor to the 2008
festival was the rain and cold
weather. Festival organizers had
a challenge coping with two
days of showers during the
three-day event. In addition, a
series of cold fronts brought
cool temperatures, which
prevented attendance numbers
from reaching to new highs.
The fronts also created unusually cold/damp conditions that affected the
Sunday crowd.

Some of this yearÕs 2008 Real.Texas.Festival. highlights included:

¥ The first-ever ÒTaste of MesquiteÓ Barbecue Cook-Off presented by the 
Mesquite Service League. It drew more than 25 contestants.

¥ The first-ever Dodge Real. Texas. Customs. Car Show was also a huge
success and included more than 80 cars on exhibit.

¥ The Mesquite Championship Rodeo noticed increased attendance 
numbers.

¥ According to an onsite survey, 52 percent of festival attendees were
from outside of Mesquite.
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MESQUITE ARTS CENTER
A R T I V I T I E S

The following activities are funded in part by the City of Mesquite hotel-
motel occupancy tax revenues. The Mesquite Arts Center is located at
1527 N. Galloway. For updates, check www.mesquiteartscenter.org.

JULY
14 Mesquite Creative Arts Club monthly meeting begins at 7

p.m. and features an artist demonstration. 972-463-6004

14 Texas Area Artists hosts its Monthly Paint-Inbeginning at 10
a.m. All artists are invited to bring their projects and share
with others. 214-566-8269

6 - August 3
Texas Area Artists will hold an exhibition, Artrageous 2008,
in the Main and Chamber Galleries. The galleries are open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and during
performances.

AUGUST
7 - 23 Mesquite Community Theatre presents All My Sonsin the

Black Box Theatre. The play is the story of an American family
caught in the struggle between personal responsibility and
duty to their country. Tickets range from $8 to $12. 
972-216-8126

FREQUENTLY CALLED 
CITY PHONE NUMBERS

Main Number .................................972-288-7711
Animal Services ..............................972-216-6283
Building Inspection ........................972-216-6212
Environmental Code ......................972-216-6276
Parks and Recreation .....................972-216-6260
Planning and Zoning .....................972-216-6216
Trash Collection/Recycling ............972-216-6284
Street/Alley Repair ........................972-216-6282
Water Billing ..................................972-216-6208
Water Leaks/Sewer Back-ups .......972-216-6278

JULY

4 Solid Waste workers will not collect
garbage due to the Independence Day
holiday. Service will resume on the next
scheduled day for pick-up.

7, 21 City Council Meeting Ð All meetings
are open to the public and start at 3
p.m. in the council chambers located at
711 N. Galloway Avenue.

12, 26 Historic Florence Ranch Homestead
is open every second and fourth
Saturday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 1424
Barnes Bridge Road. For special tours
call 972-613-7547.

26 Opal Lawrence Historical ParkÕs S.D.
Lawrence House is open for tours
every fourth Saturday from 10 a.m. - 1
p.m. 701 E. Kearney St. 972-216-6468

Dear Mesquite Resident,

Like many Mesquite residents, the threat of
severe weather and the potential for emergencies
concerns me. We have all experienced the active
weather pattern this year with strong storms,
flooding rains, winds and hail across our city.
Your City Council and I are dedicated to the
safety and preparedness of our residents for all
hazards that may face you and your family. With
this goal in mind the Mesquite Office of
Emergency Management is working to improve
the CityÕs ability to effectively and efficiently
communicate with you in emergency and non-
emergency times. 

This year we are taking significant steps to
implement three new systems designed to
improve our emergency communications with
you. These systems include a substantial upgrade
to the outdoor warning sirens, installation of a
Citizen Notification System and installation of a
ÒReverse 911Ó phone system. These new systems
will allow public safety officials to quickly warn
people who are outdoors, send specific messages
to you in your home or on your cell phone and
e-mail you a warning of any emergency poten-
tially affecting you. Residents will also be able to
sign up for information on events, road closings,
public meetings, health and safety information
and much more.

Communication with our residents is essential to
our goal of keeping you safe and informed, and I
am dedicated to ensuring the City is doing its
part to communicate with you. However, it is
important for everyone to do their part as well.
Please look for more information about our new
warning and communication systems in your
water bill and on our Web site so you can sign
up for these programs as they become available
during the next few months.

I hope you have a safe summer.

Sincerely,

John Monaco
Mayor

Major commercial projects recently permitted in the city:

Project Location Size Value
Incredible Pizza Co. 1330 N. Town EastBlvd. 48,770 Sq. Ft. $2,200,000
(Remodel)

AT&T 2943 Oates Dr. 3,000 Sq. Ft. $1,100,000
(Remodel)

Christian Center of 4401 E. Cartwright Rd. 12,470 Sq. Ft. $1,000,000
Mesquite
(New)

Building Report



The Mesquite City Council has approved
an ordinance regulating secondary
recyclers. The passage here is part of a
regional effort to make it harder for
metal thieves to sell stolen goods.

MesquiteÕs ordinance on metal recyclers
requires identifying information to be
collected from people selling materials.
The collected information would
include digital photographs of the seller
and a signed statement affirming a
legal right of ownership to the
material.

In addition, secondary metal recyclers
could only purchase materials between
the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. from
persons who are not intoxicated and
arrive in a motor vehicle. It also
prohibits cash transactions.

The purchase of certain items is also
restricted unless the seller provides
proof of ownership. Those items
include:

¥ Manhole Covers
¥ Guardrails
¥ Railroad Equipment
¥ Historical Markers
¥ Grave Markers
¥ Air Conditioning Coils
¥ Street Signs
¥ Other similar items unlikely to be 

owned and marketed by a private
individual.

Violation of the ordinance is a Class C
Misdemeanor and punishable by a fine
of up to $500 for each offense.

Council Passes
Ordinance to Limit

Secondary Recyclers
Parks and 

Recreation Corner
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The City of Mesquite has received
the Government Finance Officers
AssociationÕs (GFOA)
Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award for its 2006 Ð
2007 budget document. The
accolade recognizes MesquiteÕs
fiscal planning policies and
identifies the City as a role model
for other governments throughout
North America.

MesquiteÕs Budget Receives
National Award

The GFOA is a nonprofit organi-
zation designed to promote
professional management of
governments for public benefit by
identifying and developing
financial policies and practices.

This is the 21st consecutive year
the City of Mesquite has received
the award.

Cone Zone
Major construction projects underway in the city:

Project Status Estimated Completion Date
Tripp Road 70% September 2008
(Belt Line to N. Galloway)

IH-635 at Town East Blvd. 65% February 2009
(Ramp and Underpass)

Movie in the Park
Friday, July 11
Feature starts at dusk
Eastfield Soccer Complex
3737 Motley Dr.

The Parks and Recreation
Department continues its Movie in the
Park series featuring Shrek the Third.
Bring your blankets, lawn chairs and picnic fixings
for the free family outing. Drinks and snacks will
be available for purchase. The event is subject to
weather conditions.
972-216-6260

Skyhawks Sports Programs
July
Shay Gymnasium
707 Purple Sage

Skyhawks teaches young athletes the funda-
mentals of sports through games and exercises.

Soccer Flag Football
July 21-25 July 28 Ð August 1
9 a.m. Ð 11 a.m. 12 p.m. Ð 2 p.m.

Volleyball
July 21 Ð July 25
12 p.m. Ð 2 p.m.

All three sports classes are for ages 7 to 10 and
11 to 14 and cost per class is $82.
972-288-6293

Shaw Gymnasium Summer Hours
Shaw Gymnasium is open Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. for organized activities and
open gym. Participants are required to have a
Mesquite Parks and Recreation Participation Card.
A parent or guardianÕs signature is required for
participants under the age of 18.
972-288-6293. 

Summer Recreation Programs
The Mesquite Parks and Recreation Department
continues to offer a variety of activities and
programs from pre-school through mature adults
in its recreation centers, pools, athletic facilities
and parks. Activities include childrenÕs camps,
fitness, sports, art, drama, outdoor, music, games
and tournaments.

Registration for all camps, activities and programs
is at any recreation center, the parks and
recreation administrative offices or online at
www.cityofmesquite.com.
972-216-6260

New Animal Shelter Increasing
Adoptions

Before it opened City officials
knew MesquiteÕs new Animal
Shelter and Adoption Center
would help improve adoption
rates, but the statistics are even
more impressive than originally
anticipated.

The new Animal Shelter opened
in 2006, and, during its first two
years of operation,
pet adoption rates
increased by 61
percent and rescue
rates more than
doubled. The
improvement in
numbers is directly
associated with the construction
of the new facility and its new
location in a much more visible
part of the community.

The facility looks and feels more
like a local pet store than a
shelter and workers say the
experience helps people feel more
comfortable about choosing a

new family friend. They also say
the shelterÕs Web site, located at
www.cityofmesquite.com, has
gone a long way in helping to
improve service. The Animal
ShelterÕs Web site features an
online database for people to
search for the pets they want and
also provides a ÒPet of the WeekÓ
to highlight animals which may

make good pets. It
also offers a lost
and found section
for people in the
community to
place information
on runaway or
found pets.

The Animal Shelter and Adoption
Center is located at 1650 Gross
Road across from the KidsQuest
playground. You can go there to
adopt an animal, sign-up for
obedience classes or receive
mandatory licenses and tags for
your animal.

New Look to Water Bills
Starting in July you should notice
a new look to your municipal
water bill. The changes are
designed to make it easier to read
and to help residents follow their
monthly consumption.

Work on the new layout has been
going on for more than a year,
but took time to implement since
software had to be purchased to
create the changes. That system
is now up and running and the
final design of the bill was
approved in May. With it set to hit
the presses, consumers should

start seeing the updated bills in
July or August.

Another feature on the new water
bill is the addition of a special
messages section, which was
created to replace the inserts
typically stuffed into water bill
envelopes. Water administrators
also hope the new consumption
bar graph feature will help people
think more carefully about their
daily water use, and help follow
consumption during times of
drought.

*Blue: 2006     Red: 2007


