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In December the Mesquite City Council approved new land devel-
opment policies for areas called ÒgatewaysÓ. Changes to the CityÕs
Comprehensive Plan were made to
hopefully change the face of
Mesquite and entice development of
regional attractions.

MesquiteÕs two new gateways are
located at the former Big Town Mall
property and near Northwest Dr. and
I-30. Those areas were identified as
gateway locations since they are
attractive sites for development and
are exposed to a high number of
commuters. Future gateways are also

being considered along the I-20
corridor and along I-635 near
the Rodeo Center.

The Big Town property is going
through planning right now
which may soon bring the type of
development being sought. The
proposed plan includes a youth
athletics training facility.
However, the plans are still not
final.

The designation of gateways is
part of the CityÕs new ÒProject

RenewalÓ effort. Project Renewal is a
new plan in Mesquite designed to spur
new development and revitalize older
parts of the city.
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QUESTION
A N D A N S W E R

MESQUITE ARTS CENTER
A R T I V I T I E S

The following activities are funded in part by the City of Mesquite hotel-motel
occupancy tax revenues. The Mesquite Arts Center is located at 1527 N.
Galloway. For updates, check www.mesquiteartscenter.org.

FEBRUARY
2 TheMesquite Symphony Orchestra is in concert with MSO POPS!

featuring the music of Dance Fever. Features two-time Grammy winner Brave
Combo. The Concert begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Concert Hall. (972) 216-8127

4Ð28 The Mesquite Arts Council presents an exhibit bythe students of the
Mesquite Independent School Districtin the Main Gallery. Hours are Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and during performances. (972) 216-6444

¥ Middle School students exhibit February 4 - 8 with a reception
on February 5 from 6:30 Ð 8 p.m.

¥ Elementary School students exhibit February 11 Ð 15 with a
reception on February 12 from 6:30 Ð 8 p.m.

¥ High School students exhibit February 18 Ð 22 with a reception
on February 19 from 6:30 Ð 8 p.m.

11Ð13 Mesquite Community Theatre will hold auditions for And Then There Were
None from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Black Box Theatre. (972) 216-8126

15 Art@Lunch tours the Old Red Museumin downtown Dallas. Meet at the
Mesquite Arts Center at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be served in the Main Gallery
of the Arts Center when the trip returns. The cost is $20 and includes trans-
portation, tour and lunch. (972) 216-6444

17 Highland Park Presbyterian Church Chamber Choir concert begins at 2
p.m. (214) 526-7457

21Ð3/8 Mesquite Community Theatre presents The Sugar Bean Sisters, an offbeat
story of romance, murder and alien abduction. Tickets range from $8 - $12
Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets for matinees and Thursday night performances
are $10. (972) 216-8126

25Ð4/4 TheMesquite Arts Council presents an exhibit by Dawn Hunter in the Main
Gallery. Hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and during
performances. (972) 216-6444

FREQUENTLY CALLED 
CITY PHONE NUMBERS

Main Number ...............................(972) 288-7711
Animal Services ............................(972) 216-6283
Building Inspection ......................(972) 216-6212
Environmental Code ....................(972) 216-6276
Parks and Recreation ...................(972) 216-6260
Planning and Zoning ...................(972) 216-6216
Trash Collection/Recycling ..........(972) 216-6284
Street/Alley Repair ......................(972) 216-6282
Water Billing ................................(972) 216-6208
Water Leaks/Sewer Back-ups ......(972) 216-6278

JANUARY
5 City Council Meeting Ð All meetings

are open to the public and start at 3
p.m. in the council chambers located
at 711 N. Galloway Avenue.

9, 23 Historic Florence Ranch
Homestead is open every second
and fourth Saturday from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. 1424 Barnes Bridge Road. For
special tours call (972) 613-7547.

19 City Council Meeting Ð All meetings
are open to the public and start at 3
p.m. in the council chambers located
at 711 N. Galloway Avenue. This
meeting was re-scheduled due to the
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

23 Opal Lawrence Historical ParkÕs
S.D. Lawrence House, open for
tours, every fourth Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. 701 E. Kearney St.
(972) 216-6468

Is it illegal to park my car over the
sidewalk if itÕs on my driveway?

Yes. Mesquite City Ordinance says
residents are allowed to park RVs and
other vehicles on front driveways as long
as it does not overhang the property line or
the sidewalk. RVs parked behind the front
or exterior side yard building line must be
five feet from any main building. RVs are
not allowed to park in the street for more
than 24 hours.

You can report parking violators online at
www.cityofmesquite.com.

You can also use the site to report any
other code violations, illegal signs or
graffiti.

LIBRARY CONNECTION
Main Branch Library
300 West Grubb Dr.
(972) 216-6220

AARP Tax Help
AARP will provide free tax assistance for all citizens on a first come, first served basis.
Volunteers will be available February 5, 12, 19 and 26 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bring a
copy of last year's return and required paperwork (W-2 forms, 1099 forms, etc.).

Book Club
The Club meets the first Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in the meeting room. The
featured book for February is The Red Tentby Anita Diamont. 
(972) 216-6220

February
9 Valentine Craft Time (ages 5 and up) 4 Ð 5 p.m.
13, 20, 27 Pre-school Story Time (ages 3 Ð 5) 10:30 a.m.
14, 21, 28 Infant Story Time (up to 18 mos.) 9:30 a.m.  

North Branch Library
2600 Oates Dr
(972) 681-0465

Manga Book Club (for teens)
The Manga Book Club for Middle School and High School students meets every other
Tuesday, from 6 to 7 p.m. (972) 681-0465

February
13, 20, 27 Pre-school Story Time (ages 3 Ð 5) 10:30 a.m.
14, 21, 28 Infant Story Time (up to 18 mos.) 9:30 a.m.
15, 22 Toddler Time (18 mos. Ð 3 yrs.) 10 a.m.

Visit our online catalog at: www.library.mesquite.tx.us.



A revamp of the City's ordinance
governing grass height may have
you wanting to start up your lawn
mowers a little more often.

The revised City ordinance lowers
the acceptable height for yard grass
from 12 to 8 inches. The change is
one among many others to the City's
code enforcement policies which sets
the
standards
for how
properties
should
look.

In addition
to the lowering of allowed yard
grass height there will also
now be fewer warnings given to
people to take care of violations. In
the past property owners were given
two notices before the City would
take action. That warning period has
now been reduced to one 7 day
notice to allow quicker response to
fixing the problem.

The average charge is $28.50
whenever the City is forced to mow
people's lawns and a $50 adminis-
trative fee is also added. Last year
the City of Mesquite spent nearly
$250,000 mowing lawns which were
out of compliance with City code.

The ordinance change is part of the
City's "Project Renewal" initiative,
which is designed to renew and
rejuvenate older parts of Mesquite.

New Lawn
Maintenance
Guidelines

Mesquite Kids Send Troops
Holiday Greetings Parks and 

Recreation Corner

Visit www.cityofmesquite.com

New Rows Connection To Come
To I-635

The Citizens Convenience Center is
a place where you can get rid of
your old junk or waste free of
charge! You can drop off any non-
hazardous household waste,
furniture, lumber, fencing and junk
items. You may also drop off
recyclables like appliances, tin,
steel, aluminum, iron, cardboard,
newspaper, magazines, telephone
books, glass (all colors) and

Did You Know?
Mesquite has a Citizens Convenience Center

automotive batteries.

The Convenience Center is located
at 3550 Lawson Rd, which is one-
half mile south of Cartwright Rd.
and two and one-half miles north of
Interstate-20. The facility is open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. everyday
except Wednesday, Sunday and
holidays.

Cone Zone
The following shows major construction projects underway in the city.

Project Status Estimated Completion Date
Tripp Road 25% September 2008
(Belt Line to N. Galloway)

US 80 Frontage Rd. 30% July 2008
(Town East to Gross Rd.)

IH-635 at Town East Blvd. 60% February 2009
(Ramp and Underpass)

Edgemont Park Addition 70% February 2009
(Water Main Replacement)

A new connection to one of
MesquiteÕs Rows of Texas is now
going to be a part of
the I-635 project.

The City Council
recently approved a
deal which creates a
direct link from a new
southbound I-635
frontage road to
Towne Crossing
Boulevard. The
connection will actually be located
between Sport City CafŽ and Olive

Garden with KazeÕs Japanese
restaurant being torn down to

provide the parking
space that will be lost in
the path of the new
connection.

Demolition work is
anticipated to take place
between March and May
first. The new
connection, which also
serves as an extension to

Driftwood Drive, should be
complete by November 2009.

Daddy Ð Daughter Dance
Dancing with Little Stars
Friday, February 8
Mesquite Convention Center
$10 / person / session
Session one: 4 Ð 8 years old; 6 Ð 8
p.m.
Session two: 9 Ð 12 years old; 8:30 Ð
10:30 p.m.

You and your
special little Star
will dance the
night away at
the 8th
Annual Daddy Ð
Daughter
Dance.
Professional
photographers
will be available
for an
additional fee. A limited number of
tickets will be available starting
January 22 at the Parks and
Recreation administrative offices
(1515 North Galloway). 
(972) 216-6260

6TH, 7TH AND 8TH GRADERS
NEED YOUR HELP!
Mesquite Youth Services is looking
for bilingual volunteers to tutor and
mentor MISD students. Tutoring and
mentoring sessions will be held on
select campuses from 3:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. and focus on helping
students with homework assignments
and with study skills. (972) 329-8346

February is the month to take
action to
prepare your
lawn for the
coming
spring. This
time of year
is usually
harsh on
ornamental
grasses and
Liriope. To
help your
grass return

Horticultural Tip on the Month:
Prepare Your Lawn

this spring start cutting back your
lawn in February.

At this time, you might see devel-
opment of new shoots in the base
of the plant, near ground level,
depending on the temperatures.
Make sure to cut just above the
new growth when removing the old
foliage. This will ensure your
landscape will look its best in
March.

Last month troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan received home made
holiday cards made right here in
Mesquite. The cards were created
as part of an after school program
held at the North Branch Library.

The effort is led by
circulation clerk
Nancy Dowlearn who,
for the past two
years, has helped the
children create home
made greeting cards
for the troops. Most
of the messages in
the cards are simple,
but the library hopes
they impart the
message that people
here at home are
thinking of the men
and women serving overseas.

The concept of writing cards to
unknown troops is not a new one.
Such messages have been gathered
in world conflicts dating back to
the beginning of the 20th century,

and possibly further, but the cause
gains momentum when there is a
major call-up.

Most recently in the summer of
2003, a soldier wrote home
expressing his concern that some

soldiers did not
receive any mail or
support from home.
That single letter led
to the creation of
groups like Soldiers'
Angels, which is one
of many organi-
zations that send
thousands of letters
to troops worldwide.

The card writing
program is just one
of many youth

programs available at your local
library. You can call your nearest
branch, or go to the CityÕs Website
at  www.cityofmesquite.com , to find
out more about what is offered
close to you. 

(Cseey Giles and Kaya and Zoe
Waddel create holiday cards at the
North Branch Library for troops
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.)

Mascot Back And Ready For
Booking

The head
from Keep
Mesquite
BeautifulÕs
mascot had
an out of
body
experience
last month,
but thanks to
local news
coverage the
costume is

once again whole.

Lucky the Lady Bug is the mascot
for the not-for-profit agency. It was
one of many mascots welcoming
children at this yearÕs Christmas in
the Park event at Westlake House.
During Friday nightÕs festivities at
the event the head disappeared
without a trace.

City workers waited several days to
see if the head would eventually turn
up but it never did. A police report
was filed and the media was called
to expand the search. A $100 reward
and amnesty for whoever brought
the $1,800 head back was offered.

Luckily a Dallas woman saw one of
the news reports and realized her
son had the missing mascot piece in
his bedroom. She turned over the
head and collected the reward.

Now that Lucky is back she is once
again ready to venture out in to the
community; this time with her new
celebrity status. If you have a group
of kids who may want to meet her
and learn about how to keep
Mesquite beautiful then you can
book an appearance by calling Keep
Mesquite Beautiful at (972)329-
8331.

(Keep Mesquite Beautiful
mascot Lucky the Lady Bug)


