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Q . Is it illegal to park in front of a mailbox?

Yes, according to City ordinance
- parking is prohibited within 10
feet of a mailbox Monda
through Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The ordinance is in place to help postal workers
access your mailbox, which may otherwise have
to be bypassed until the next delivery day. If
blocked access is a consistent problem, the
postal worker may leave behind a notice to let
you know why you are not receiving your mail.

If you have a problem with a neighbor parking
in front of your mailbox, speak with the
neighbor and try to resolve the issue. Hopefully,
the meeting will turn out to be a good oppor-
tunity to get acquainted while also stopping the
problem, which the neighbor may not have
known he/she was causing.

If you have problems with people parking in
front of your mailbox you can contact the CityOs
Environmental Code Division at (972) 329-8704
for assistance.
FREQUEN CALLED
CITY PHONE NUMBERS

(972) 288-7711
972) 216-6283

Main Number ...
Animal Services .
Building Inspection .
Environmental Code ..
Parks and Recreation .
Planning and Zoning .
Trash Collection/Recycling ..
Street/Alley Repair .
Water Billing .
Water Leaks/Sewer Back-ups ...... (972) 216-6278
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The following activities are funded in part by the City of Mesquite
hotel-motel occupancy tax revenues. The Mesquite & Center is located at
1527 N. Galloway. For updates, check wwwnesquiteartscenteiorg.

DECEMBER
3bJan. 4
The Mesquite Arts Council presentsOWorks in Progresséh exhibit by
Jenice Johnson in the Main Gallery. Hours are Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. and during performances. (972) 216-644
8 An artist reception for Jenice Johnsoris hosted by theMesquite Arts
Council from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Main Gallery. The public is
invited. FREE! (972) 216-6444
8 TheMesquite Symphonic Band presents itsOChristmas ConcertO
beginning at 8 p.m. in the Concert Hall. Tickets are $5 adults and $2
students.
(972) 216-8125
10 TheTexas Area Artists OMonthly Paint-InGegins at 10 a.m. All artists
are invited to bring their projects and share successes with others. Free!
(214) 566-8269
15 TheMesquite Symphony Orchestra presentsOMusic of the SeasonO
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. (972) 216-8127

LIBRARY CONNECTION

Main Branch Library
300 West Grubb Dr.
(972) 216-6220

Manga Book Club
Middle school and high school students meet at théNorth Branch Library to
discuss the latest manga books. Call the library fahe next meeting date.

Anime Club

The anime club previews, discusses and recommendsime movies for the

Main LibraryOs collection. The club is open to 12 to 18-year-olds and meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.

Book Club
The club meets at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of &h month at the Main
Library.

December

7,14,21 Holiday Craft Time 4:30 D5 p.m.

18 Christmas Preschool Story Time 10:30 B 11 a.m.
20 Christmas Toddler Story Time ~ 10:30 © 11 a.m.

North Branch Library
2600 Oates Dr
(972) 681-0465

Mesquite Adult Literacy Center
Your help is needed to teach an adult to read. If you can contribute at least
two hours a week please call.

Computer Classes

The Mesquite Public Library System will offer classes at no cost on computer-
related topics. Call the Main Library or the North Branch for a complete
schedule..

December

6, 13, 20 Holiday Craft Time 4:30 D 5 p.m.

18 Christmas Preschool Story Time 10:30 11 a.m.
20 Christmas Toddler Story Time ~ 10:30 b 11 a.m.

Visit our online catalog at: wwwlibrarymesquite.tx.us.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DECEMBER
City Council Meeting D All meetings are open to
the public and start at 3 p.m. in the council
chambers located at 711 N. Galloway Avenue.
Historic Florence Ranch Homestead is open
every second and fourth Saturday from 10 a.m. to
m. 1424 Barnes Bridge Road. For special tour
call (972) 613-7547.

The Florence Ranch Homestead and Opal
Lawrence Historical Park will not be open
Saturday, November 24, or December 22, due to
the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. Open
house hours will resume January 26, 10 a.m. to 1

Clty Council Meeting ' B All meetings are open to
the public and start at 3 p.m. in the council
chambers located at 711 N. Galloway Avenue.
The Mesquite Independent School District  will
release early for the winter break. Classes will let
out at 1:25 p.m. for elementary students, 1:55
p.m. for middle school students and 2:15 p.m. for
high school students. Classes will resume Januar

JANUARY

City Council Meeting B All meetings are open to
the public and start at 3 p.m. in the council
chambers located at 711 N. Galloway Avenue.
Historic Florence Ranch Homestead is open
every second and fourth Saturddy from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. 1424 Barnes Bridge Road. For special tours
call (972) 613-7547.

City Council Meeting (rescheduled) B All
meetings are open to the public and start at 3
p.m. in the council chambers located at 711 N.
Galloway Avenue. This meeting was re-scheduled
due to the Martin Lurther King Jr. holiday.

Historic Florence Ranch Homestead is open
every second and fourth Saturday from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. 1424 Barnes Bridge Road. For special tours
call (972) 613-7547.

Opal Lawrence Historical ParkOs S.D. Lawrence
House, open tours, every fourth Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. 701 E. Kearney St. (972) 216-6468

IN THIS fSSllE

Traffic Signal Grant
Greasy Mess Can Cost You

Trash Bashed

lllegal Postal Parking

Volume 21, Number 11, November 2007
A City of Mesquite, Texas Publication

Addressing Mesquite

The City of Mesquite would like to thank the near 800
volunteers who converged on 84 local homes in October for
the third annual OAddressing Mesquite DayO event.

Addressing Mesquite Day is a community program designed
to bring help to residents who desperately need home
improvements but either canOt afford or are physically unable
to do them.

The homes slated for the volunteer work are chosen through
a massive mailing campaign conducted through the CityOs
water bills. Once homeowners ask for help; they are put
through a selection process to match as many of them as
possible to
available
volunteers.

The volunteers
come from a
number of civic
groups and
organizations
and the Mesquite
Ministerial
Alliance leads
the charge in
mustering workers from local places of worship.

Most Addressing Mesquite Day projects this year certered on
painting homes and building
ramps for disabled people. The 2
Mesquite Fire Department also
signed on to make sure all 84 MESQ"]TE
homes were equipped with smoke T E S
detectors.
Real. Texas. Flavor.
www.cityofmesquite.com




Trash Bashed at
Trash BashO

2,200 pounds is the final tally of trash
bashed at this yearOs bi-annual OTrash
BashO. The event kicked off Saturday,
September 22, at City Lake Park and
spread to 13 targeted areas for cleanup in
the city.

This yearOs 239 volunteers represented a
wide cross section of the community.
There were groups from each of the MISD
high schools, several elementary schools,
Boy Scouts, Eastfield College and many
other community groups.

The Trash Bash was declared a OLitter Free

EventO, the first of its kind in Mesquite,
with all participants also working to make
sure City Lake Park was free of litter at
the end of the day.

The next Trash Bash will be in the spring
of 2008! You can contact Keep Mesquite
Beautiful at (972) 288-7730 if you would

like to sign up your organization.

Many thanks to the following donors who
helped make Trash Bash possible:

¥ First State Bank ¥ Kroger

¥ AlbertsonOs ¥ Little DebbieOs

¥ Applebee's ¥ Shamrock Florist

¥ BakerOs Ribs ¥ Spring Creek Barbeque
¥ Ci CiOs Pizza ¥ Target

¥ Chick-Fil-A ¥ Tom Thumb

(Tisinger Elementary cleanup crew headed
by Cathy Chandler)

Preparedness At The Park

Planning has already begun for
the second annual
OPreparedness at the ParkO
event. The first of its kind was
held Saturday, September 29, at
Evans Park.

Preparedness at the Park is a
City Emergency Management
program held in conjunction
with the Department of
Homeland SecurityOs
OEmergency Preparedness
MonthO nationwide program.
The local park event is designed
to showcase some of the CityOs
rescue abilities while also
providing information to people
on how best to prepare and
protect themselves, their
families or loved ones in the
event of a crisis.

This yearOs event featured a
Department of Public Safety
Helicopter and an array of Fire
and Police Department vehicles
in which kids had the oppor-
tunity to sit and play.

You can learn more about

making an emergency plan by
going to the Department of
Homeland Security®s Web site at
www.ready.gov.

(Lt. Chuck Schmitt helps kids try
on fire gear at the OPreparedness at
the ParkO event held at Evans Park.)

Visit www.cityofmesquite.com

Grant To Pay For Emergency
Signals

The Mesquite Fire Department
will soon gain control over all

City traffic signals thanks to a
$243,500 grant from FEMA. The
money will be used to buy and
install Opticom control devices at
23 City intersections. The work
will complete the goal of having
all 101 of the CityOs intersections
equipped with the technology.

Opticom is a small black device
which you may have noticed
attached to the top of many
signal mast arms around the city.
The device is a receiver which
works much like a garage door
opener would for your home. It
allows first responders to send a
signal as they approach an inter-
section, telling the device to
change the light to green, which
allows traffic to clear by the time
the emergency vehicle arrives. It

is also equipped with a device
that prevents non-authorized
people from changing the
signals.

Opticom has been used in
Mesquite since 2001 and is used
in many other parts of the
Metroplex, United States and
around the world. Installation of
the new Opticom devices in
Mesquite is expected to be
complete by the end of next year.

P ¢

Cone Zone

The following shows major construction projects underway in the city.

Project Status
Tripp Road 10%

(Belt Line Road to N. Galloway)

TxDOT US-80 Frontage Road  30%

(Town East to Gross Rd.)

Town East Mall
(Water Loop Replacement)

Edwards Church Road 99%

80% December 2007 A 7

Estimated Completion Date
December 2008

Fall 2009

Oct. B Nov. 2007

(Paving, Drainage and Water Main Improvements)

Cooking Grease Can Cost You

Now that winterOs getting closer
you will probably start moving
your outdoor barbecuing to your
indoor grill, and as
you do, water quality
engineers ask you to
please remember to
keep your leftover
grease and food
scraps out of the
drain.

Cooking oil and grease

poured down drains can build
up in pipes causing backups at
your home, into streets and

even into the storm drainage
system. Proper disposal of your
cooking oil and other greases

and fats helps prevent a
backup.

The best way to get
rid of cooking grease
is to pour it into a
container and throw
the grease away in the
trash when the container
is full. Following this simple
process could save you
hundreds of dollars, or more, in
plumbing bills down the road.

Did You Know?
ThereOs A New Events Calendar

The City of Mesquite has
updated its OEvents CalendarO
on the City Web site; making it
easier than ever for you to find
things to do in Mesquite.

The events calendar is a great
resource as you plan your
weekend family outings or just
look for something to do during
the week. On it, you can find

out when the Parks and
Recreation Department will hold
a OMovie in the ParkO, check for

performances at the

Community Theatre or Arts
Center and find out whatOs
happening at your local library.
School events are also in the
mix, SO you can see when your
alma materOs next football game
will be held.

1tOs all on the Community
Calendar on the CityOs Web site
located at
www.cityofmesquite.com.

Parks and

Recreation Corner

Christmas in the Park
Thursday, December 6 - Saturday;==
December 8

6-9p.m. NORWNLE
Westlake Park

The 21st annual Christmas in the
Park will be held at Westlake
Park, 601 Gross Road. Thousan
of twinkling lights, Frosty,
Rudolph and Santa will help
spread the holiday spirit. Enjoy
Mrs. Claus® cookies, hot
beverages, SantaOs Workshop,
letters to Santa, the Yule log,
hay rides, pony rides, musical
entertainment and a nativity
scene. (972) 216-6260
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Tea and Story Time with
Mrs. Claus

Saturday, December 8

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Florence Recreation Center

r

Mrs. Claus would like to extend a
special invitation to children O - 5 for
a visit at Florence Recreation Center,
2501 Whitson Way. Mrs. Claus will
visit and read stories to children, and
the elves will serve a special
Christmas Tea and cookies. Children
will take home a keepsake
photograph and Mrs. ClausO cookie
recipe and cutter.
Tickets must be
purchased by
December 3 and
cost $6.
(972) 279-7477




