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Mesquite Illuminated Columns & Kinetic Sculpture

wo new commissioned pieces of public art will become a part of the new City Hall in Mesquite. On
May 18, 2009 the Mesquite City Council authorized contracts with artists Tim Prentice of Connecti-
cut and CIiff Garten of California for work to begin immediately. “The works are both elegant and
monumental” said one public art committee member. A beacon is the word many use to describe the two, twenty-
six foot illuminated columns by artist Cliff Garten that will stand in the front plaza. And the interior artwork by
Tim Prentice in the large, two-story public area provides a calming yet somewhat whimsical statement. The art
pieces are harmonious to the Brinkley Sargent Architect designed building.

Citizens will know immediately the place where “the people’s business is conducted” and visitors will see the
modern and contemporary part of Mesquite that easily compliments the traditional setting that is found in most
ring cities. Our Mesquite City Council chose to embrace the reality of revitalization several years ago and to date
the neighborhoods, retail
store fronts, tourism initia-
tives and now this signifi-
cant public art statement
are the realization of these
goals. Although not com-
plete and much work re-
mains, these steadfast ide-
als are creating a Mesquite
looking to a future full of
promise.

Progress reports on these
projects will continue in
Accompaniment and the
story can be followed on-
line at:

WwWWw.mesquiteartscenter.org

(continued on page 2)




3 waves of floating art

~ | Tim Prentice, an art-
st from Connecticut

=" has been commis-

sioned to place the

interior art work in

. the new Mesquite

~ City Hall.

Made primarily of
aluminum plates sus-
- ‘ pended by metal rods
.l.- _—= on wires, the work
~ moves in accordance
~ with the air currents.
~ Theslightest breeze
~ from the air-
I | conditioning, a pas-
serby walking along
the balcony or the
opening of doors can affect the movement of the artwork. The gentle movement and slight curves of each piece
creates an infinitesimal number of sculptural forms. Coming into the Mesquite City Hall the kinetic sculpture
will appear one way and upon your departure, the work will have changed its structure.

The exterior monuments by Mr. Garten are inspired by the leaf of the Mesquite tree. His signature “stacking”
of steel plates will soar twenty-six feet into the air in front of City Hall. The flat plates will be cut with a water
jet, stacked one on top of the other with a space between and turned slightly as the piece rises above the
ground. Visible during the day by sunlight, the two monuments will be lit at night with an ever changing pal-
ette of color from the LED, in-ground spotlights.

The public art commission for the Cliff Garten exterior monument totals $150,000 and the interior artwork by
Tim Prentice is $75,000. Both of these artists currently have international commissions although the Mesquite
installation is expected to take place by the autumn of 2010.

In keeping with the integrity of the Brinkley Sargent Architect designed building these formal sculptural state-
ments are inspired by nature and will inhabit an urban project that is environmentally sensitive. Seeking a
LEED designation, the entire footprint of the project, including landscaping will promote a forward thinking
philosophy as demonstrated by the commitment of the leadership in Mesquite.

Thank you to the voting members of the Mesquite Public Art Committee: Michael Cross, Rosemary Heffley,
Debi Jenkins, Kass Prince and Jim Watts; other committee members include Hal Sargent, architect and City of
Mesquite staff members Valerie Bradley, Mark Hindman, Michael Templeton and Carol Zolnerowich. Recog-
nition of leadership for this project is also due to Mayor Monaco, the Mesquite Arts Council Board of Direc-
tors and the Mesquite City Council. Consultants for this public art project include Emily Blumenfeld and Me-
ridith McKinley of Via Partnership.




art@lunceh : aonce a month tour of local museums, galleries and other arts happenings — lunch,
transportation from the Arts Center, admission to event and docent led tour are included [$20]

» SEPTEMBER 11, Meadows Musecum: Diego Rivera The Cubist Portraits
» OCTOBERY, art@1527 with presenters Terri Stone & Curt Bradshaw

exhibits in the gallery :ocal and touring artists exhibit in the Main Gallery each month
and there is no admission charge
SEPTEMBER Ben Espey, HOME COURT ADVANTAGE
OCTOBER Terri Stone, SPACE : Accenting the positive & the negative
NOVEMBER Texas Area Artists
DECEMBER Red Desert, Green Prairie, Blue Sky: Phtographing the West¢
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theatre in the black BoX : theatre companies present a variety of productions

& AUGUST “Belles’’ a comedy presented by Mesquite Community Theatre
& OCTOBER/NOVEMBER ¢“‘The Butler Did 1€’ a murder mystery

| musie in the eoncert hall : chamber music, wind band, orchestral & jazz are featured

~» SEPTEMBER ¢‘‘Wanderlust’’ Mesquite Symphony Orchestra
&~ OCTOBER ¢““Of Love’’ €hildren’s Chorus of Greater Dallas

meet the artist recep€ions : Enjoy a Saturday afternoon at the Arts Center meeting
arts enthusiasts and working artists at a reception. Good conversation over nibbles and spirits is all but
guaranteed.
~ SEPTEMBER5: Ben Espey from 4:30-6:30p
» OCTOBER 3: Terri Stone from 4:30-6:30p

For more information please call the Arts Council [972-216-6444]
at the Arts Center. These and other events are funded
in part by the City of Mesquite Hotel Occupancy Tax Fund,
Texas Commission on the Arts,
National Endowment for the Arts, First State Bank and the

Members of the Mesquite Arts Council.
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MESQUITE ARTS CENTER

1527 N. Galloway
Mesquite, TX 75149

972-216-6444

Be sure to check out the new issue of
“AT&T The Real Yellow Pages.” On the
front cover will be the Mesquite Arts
Center Concert Hall.

(«

Highlighting this facility and the arts in
Mesquite is a real coup. Be sure to pick
up your copy in the front kiosk of the
Arts Center.
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Join the Mesquite Arts Council and become the first to know about
upcoming events, artist receptions and performances
at the Mesquite Arts Center

Patron $25-$49 Benefactor $250-$499
Contributor $50-$99 Investor $500-$1,999
ArtsPartner $100-%$249 Principal $2,000 or more

Mesquite Arts Council-1527 N. Galloway, Mesquite, TX 75149
972-216-6444 or www.mesquiteartscenter.org
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AUGUST

3-28 Mesquite Creative Arts Club will hold an exhibition, in the
Main and Chamber Galleries. The galleries are open M-F
8a-5p and during performances.

7-22  Mesquite Community Theatre presents, Belles, by Mark
Dunn a comedy in two acts and 45 phone calls between
sisters. The series of calls reveal the humor, conflicts, and
unique bonds that exist. in the Black Box Theatre. Tickets
range from $12 - $8. Call 972/216-8126 for reservations and
information.

23-24 Mesquite Community Theatre will hold auditions for The
Butler Did It, by Tim Kelly 7p-9p in the Black Box Theatre.
Call 972-216-8126.

10 The “Monthly Paint-In” begins at 10a. Al artists are invited
to bring their projects and share successes with others.
Free! Call 214-566-8269.

SEPTEMBER

1-30 The photography of Ben Espey will be exhibited in the Main
Gallery.

5 The Mesquite Arts Council hosts an artist reception for Ben
Espey in the Main Gallery from 4:30-6:30p. Nibbles and
spirits provided by Go-Diva Catering.
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